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pbarmaceutical  iformulae/' 

The  New  "  C.  and  D."  Book  of  Recipes. 

The  second  edition  of  this  popular  trade  formulary  is  now 
ready,  and  copies  may  be  obtained  direct  from  42  Cannon 
Street,  E.G.,  at  Qs.  post-free,  or  at  the  published  price  (74'.  Qd. 
net)  by  callers,  or  from  any  of  the  wholesale  houses. 


INSETS. 


The  Summer  Number  of  this  Journal  will  be  published  on 
July  30.  We  can  receive  trade  circulars,  price-lists,  and 
specimeus  of  handbills  for  inserting  in  it.  This  is  a  good 
way  of  advertising,  and  it  is  the  cheapest  and  most  effective 
way  of  bringing  a  circular  to  the  notice  of  the  trade.  E'or, 
besides  being  annexed  to  a  journal  which  is  sure  to  attract 
attention,  and  is  fairly  certain  to  be  kept,  the  cost  is  not 
more  than  one- third  that  of  postage  alone,  and  the  advertiser 
gets  the  benefit  of  the  finest  list  of  names,  home  and  colonial, 
obtainable.  The  only  thing  we  stipulate  regarding  insets  is 
that  they  must  be  on  pages  of  size  similar  to  the  pages  of 
The  Chemist  and  Dbuggist,  bat  they  may  hi  of  a  di- 
tinct  ve  colour.  For  further  particulars  apply  to  the 
Publisher,  C.  4  D.,  42  Cannon  Strest,  E.G. 


The  Latest  Store-pricks  are  given  on  p.  937. 

OuE  Paris  Correspoxdext  has  obtained  French  opinion 
on  the  new  B.P.  (p.  953). 

Mr.  B.  S.  Strauss,  L.C.C.,  has  retired  from  the  firm  of 
Hall  &  Son,  Fenchurch  Avenue  (p.  940). 

Hydrogen  makes  the  lightest  liquid  known.  A  gallon  of 
it  weighs  just  a  little  over  11  oz.  (p.  959). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  has  made  no  change  in 
its  officers  or  committees  this  year  (p.  941). 

The  names  of  the  candidates  for  seats  on  the  Executive 
of  the  North  British  Branch  are  given  on  p.  933. 

A  YOUXG  East  Croydon  chemist  has  committed  suicide 
while  suffering  from,.the;iaf  ter-e£t'ects  of  influenza  (p.  933). 

The  P.A.T.A.  Secsbtaet  thinks  that  provincial  associa- 
tions might  get  into  closer  touch  with  the  P.A.T.A. 
(p.  941;. 

The  Local  Government  Board  has  started  a  vaccine- 
lymph  laboratory,  under  the  superintendence  of  Dr.  F.  R. 
Baxall  (p.  937). 

The  Poplar  Magistrate  refuses  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  a  case 
for  the  High  Court  as  to  lime-water  being  liable  to  decom- 
position (p.  948). 

Professor  Vivian  Lewes  has  given  an  instructive 
lecture  on  acetylene,  showing  the  difliculties  and  dangers 
from  imperfect  generators  (p.  957). 

Mk.  John  C.  Umney's  Phabmacopgsia  Paper  on  p.  95  > 
deals  with  chemical  liquors.  He  finds  several  formulaj  to  gj 
badly,  and  suggests  improvements. 

We  GIVE  particulars  of  several  chemists' "  outings"  thi> 
week,  from  Edinburgh  (p.  939),  London  (p.  951),  Plymouth 
(p.  936),  and  Southampton  (p.  935). 

M.  Jules  Lemaitre,  the  eninent  French  critic,  has 
delivered  a  notable  lecture  in  which  he  appeals  for  better 
commercial  education  of  boys  (p.  951). 

Professor  Ramsay  has  discovered  another  new  gas  in 
the  atmosphere.  He  calls  it  "  Krypton."  It  exists  to  the 
extent  of  1  in  10,000,  and  also  appears  in  the  sun's  atmo- 
sphere (p.  952). 

Tunbridge  Wells  Chemists  recommend  Midsummer 
Day  for  the  adoption  of  the  new  B.P.,  and  have  issued  a 
useful  circitlar  to  doctors  about  the  matter  (p.  955).  Aber- 
deen chemists  recommend  July  1  (p.  941). 

We  report  an  interesting  law-suit  in  which  a  Bath  druggist 
complained  that  another  firm  had  infringed  the  copyright  of 
his  price-list  by  copying  it.  The  defence  was  that  there 
could  be  no  copyright  in  such  a  thing,  but  the  judge  decided 
to  the  contrary  (p.  947). 

The  Spectacle-makers'  Company  have  invited  th& 
Pharmaceutical  Society  to  appoint  one  member  to  join  a 
Committee  they  are  forming  for  the  purpose  of  granting 
optical  certificates  to  those  who  pass  an  examination  they 
are  instituting  (p.  942). 

The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council  has  elected  Mr. 
Connor,  of  Newry,  to  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation 
of  Mr.  McKnight.  There  was  an  interesting  discussion  at 
the  Council-meeting  on  the  relations  between  the  British 
and  Irish  Societies  (p.  943). 

The  Pharmacy  Bill  passed  through  the  House  o? 
Commons  on  Wednesday  without  amendment.  Werep>i't 
the  debate  fully.  Mr.  i'oxall  obtained  a  promise  that  a 
distinction  would  be  conferred  on  Major  men.  The  Phirma- 
ceutical  Society's  feebleness  in  controlling  the  sale  of  poisons 
was  the  chief  tubject  of  debate  (p.  943). 
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Local  )teu>s})apers  confnining  tyiarked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  alwaijs  weleonicd  hij  the  Editor. 


Hoyal  Society. 
A  meeting:  of  the  Fellows  of  the  Royal  Society  was  held  in 
Burlington  House  on  Thursday  afternoon  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  fifteen  Fellows.    Atnonest  those  elected  were  two 
chemists,  Dr.  Alexander  Scott,  Director  of  the  Davy-Faraday 


Scott. 


Research  Laboratory,  and  Mr.  William  A.  Shenstone,  Ph  C, 
&c  ,  Lecturer  on  Chemistry  at  Clifton  College,  and  Dr.  William 
0»ler,  F  R  C.S.  Eng  ,  of  Philadelphia,  whose  .'kill  as  a  dia- 
gnosticif  n  and  in  the  treatment  of  disease  is  known  to  the 
■whole  medical  world.    Alter  the  election  of  the  new  Fellows 


OsLEU. 


Shenstone 


Professor  William  Ramsay  commanicated  particulars  of 
observations  by  Mr.  Morris  H.  Travers  and  himself  on 
krypton,  the  new  constituent  of  ih?  air, and  amongst  other 
papers  was  one  by  Dr.  C.  J.  Martin  and  Dr.  T.  Cherry  on 
"  The  Nature  of  the  Antagonism  be'ween  Toxins  and  Anti- 
toxins." 


Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy. 

A  meeting  of  the  above  Association  was  held  on  May  26,  to 
receive  a  communication  on  future  work  of  the  P.A.'l  .A.  and 
to  consider  the  iL\itation  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference, 
1899.  The  discussion  on  the  P.A.T.A.  resulted  in  the  following 
resolution  being  carried: — "That  this  Association  offers 
moral  support  and  allows  its  name  to  be  used  l)y  the 
P.A.T.A."  On  the  question  of  the  Conference  it  was  decided 
to  issue  a  circular  letter  to  all  members  of  the  tradi'  in 
Sussex,  asking  for  opinions  and  support. 

Southampton  and  District  Chemists'  AssDciation. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  June  2.  Mr.  H.  Wilson  (President) 
in  the  chair.  The  following  resolution  was  carried,  on  the 
proposition  of  the  President,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hughes:  — 

That  this  Association  he  afliliated  with  tlie  P.A.T.A.,  but  tlic- 
meetinfjs  in  connection  with  the  same  be  liukl  every  third  month, 
and  not,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  (llyn-Jones,  every  month. 

The  new  B.P.  was  then  discussed,  and  tlie  new  strengths  of 
tinctures  criticised.  The  Hon.  Secretary  stated  that  Dr.  Harris, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough,  had  informed 
him  that  no  steps  would  be  taken  during  this  year  in 
differentiating  between  1885  ;ind  1893  preparations  s\ipplie(3 
by  chemists. 

P.A.T.A. 

Supporters  of  this  organisation  are  to  have  tlie  chance  of 
a  busy  time  next  week.  On  Wednesday  the  Council  will 
meet  at  3  P.ir.  in  the  Agricultural  Hall.  Islicgton.  The 
annual  meeting  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  3  r  M.,  in  Berners 
Hall,  Agricultural  Hall.  Tickets  obtainable  at  2  and  3 
Stonecutter  Street,  or  at  the  Association's  Exhibit.  The 
annual  dinner  will  be  held  the  same  evening  at  7  r  m.  at  the 
Hall.  Single  tickets.  !.■<.  6d. :  double  tickets  (lady  and 
gentleman),  12s.  6d.  Morning  dre.-s.  Early  application  is 
requested. 

Outings. 

The  staff  employed  by  Messrs.  Randall  i:  Son,  South- 
ampton, hart  their  annual  outing  on  Jlonday.  They  went 
round  the  Isle  of  Wight  in  the  steamer  Prince  of  Wales,  the 
firm  being  represented  by  Mr.  H.  Wilson,  F.LC,  F.C.S.  The 
start  was  made  from  the  Royal  Pier  at  10.30  a.m.  After 
rounding  the  Needles  dinner  was  served  in  the  saloon. 
Although  it  was  a  bit  rough,  a  most  enjoyable  time  was 
spent,  Southampton  being  reached  shortly  after  5  o'clock. 

The  Plymouth,  Devonpoit,  Stonehouse,  and  District 
Chemists'  Association  had  thtir  annual  outing  on  June  8. 
ilembers  and  tlieir  friends  to  the  number  of  eighty  were 
conveyed  in  wagontttes  to  Memblaiid  Drives,  which  had  been 
thrown  open  for  the  occasion  by  Lord  Revclstoke.  At  a  suit- 
able spot  the  party  was  photographed,  and  tlien  came  the 
tug-of-war  between  married  and  single  gentlemen  for  the 
cup  presented  by  Jlr.  J.  Kinton  Bond,  headmaster  of  the 
Corporation  Grammar  School.  Other  sports  were  also  in- 
dulged in,  and  then  a  move  was  made  for  Noss,  where  tea 
was  provided  at  5.30,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  Mr.  J.  Cocks 
(President  of  the  Association)  who  was  in  the  chair,  pro- 
posed the  toast  of  "The  Queen."  Mr.  J.  D.  Turney  then 
submitted  the  name  of  the  Chairman,  who  briefly  replied, 
and  expressed  his  obligations  to  the  Outing  Committee  for 
having  provided  so  admirable  a  day's  enjoyment,  referring  in 
particular  to  Messrs.  Breeze  and  Park,  whose  healths  he  pro- 
posed. The  return  journey  was  shortly  afterwards  made,  the 
party  reaching  home  about  10  o'clock. 

Getting  Knowledge  at  First  Hand. 
On  Monday,  June  6,  the  students  of  the  Imperial  College 
of  Pharmacy,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Frederick  Davis, 
spent  four  "profitable  hours  in  viewing  the  materia  medica 
and  other  specimens  of  pharmaceuticnl  interest  in  the 
London  and  India  Docks,  by  permission  of  Mr.  Braithwaite. 
the  superintendent.  The  students  saw  3,000  bales  of 
cinnamon-bark,  4,000  pockets  of  Penang  cloves,  nutmegs, 
mace,  cinchona-barks  of  every  variety,  strophanthns,  and 
pale  catechu  in  tabular  discs  and  cubes,  and  specimens  of 
these  drugs  were  presented  to  them.  From  the  drug-ware- 
houses a  visit  to  the  iodine-wharf  was  made.  Here  8  000 
kegs  were  stacked,  each  keg  being  valued  at  about  90^  The 
mercury-warehouse  with  its  30,0C0  bottles  of  quicksilver 
valued  at  11.  12s.  %d.  each,  is  not  likely  to  be  forgotten  as 
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there  the  attendant  exhibited  a  56-lb.  weight  floating  on 
mercury.  The  museum  contains  iine  specimens  of  every 
drug  imported,  together  with  volatile  oils.  The  gums,  gum- 
resins,  and  resins,  including  acacia,  plum-tree,  myrrh, 
benzoin,  gamboge,  and  niastich,  were  of  especial  interest. 
The  wine-vaults  were  also  visited. 

Cricket  Matches. 

On  May  28  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  C.C.  v.  Maypole  C.C.,  at 
Walthamstow.  Scores:  Burgoyncs,  120  for  no  wicket; 
Maypole  C  O.,  15. 

Hewlett's  C.C.  had  a  near  thing  at  Clapton  last  Saturday. 
They  played  "All  Souls"  there,  and  made  44,  which  All 
Souls  only  wanted  five  to  beat — but  they  did  not  get  one  of 
the  five. 

"Bolland"  C.C.  (Hodgkinsons,  Clarke  &  Ward)  met 
Stevenson  &  Howell's  C.C.  at  Bailey's  Lane,  Stamford  Hill, 
last  Saturday  and  drew  the  game.  S.  &  H.  scored  111  for  6, 
and  Bolland  49  for  3. 

Elevens  from  the  Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy  and 
the  School  of  Pharmacy,  Bloomsbury  Square,  met  on 
Tooting  Common  last  Saturday,  and  the  Watson-Will  men 
had  the  best  of  it  by  45  runs. 

Allenburys  C.C.  and  City  Mills  C.C.  played  at  West  Ham 
Park  on  June  4,  the  former  winning  easily,  as  they  scored 
73  against  the  City's  36.  For  the  victors  R.  Little  (16)  and 
J.  Norden  played  well,  and  li.  and  W.  Little  did  well  with 
the  ball. 

Davy  Hill's  C.C.  have  begun  the  season  well.  They 
beat  Maythorne  C.C.  at  Nunhead  on  May  21  (48  to  38), 
Nobles  &,  Hoare's  C.C.  at  Brockley  on  May  28  (92  to  49),  and 
Burgoyne's  C.C.  at  Brockley  last  Saturday  (49  to  42).  T. 
Sibley's  bowling  and  C.  J.  Parker's  batting  are  a  powerful 
aid  to  Davy  Hill's.  The  club  has  fixtures  up  to  September 
17.    Will  any  other  take  them  on  September  24  ? 

Two  Days  with  Nurses. 

The  first  annual  conference  of  the  Matrons'  Council  will  be 
held  on  June  15  and  16,  at  the  Medical  Society's  Rooms,  11 
Chandos  Street,  Cavendish  Square,  W.  Morning  session, 
11  A.M.  to  1  P  M.  Afternoon  session,  3  p  m.  to  5  p.m.  The 
conference  will  be  opened  with  a  short  address  by  Miss  Isla 
Stewart,  Matron  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  "  Chairman  " 
of  the  Council.  There  will  follow  papers  and  discussions 
amongst  which  we  note  such  subjects  as  "  The  Matron's  Duty 
to  her  Profession,""  The  Training  of  Male  Nurses  "  (by  Miss  M. 
Greenhough  Smith),  "  Is  the  formation  of  a  National  Corps 
of  Nurses  for  active  service  in  foreign  wars  desirable  ? " 
"  Cycling  for  Private  Nurses,"  and  "Specialism  in  Nursing." 

Government  Calf-lymph. 

The  Local  Government  Board,  following  the  recommenda- 
tions of  recent  commissions  as  to  the  use  of  glycerinated 
lymph  for  vaccination-purposes,  has  leased  a  lart^e  laboratory 
and  several  office- rooms  at  the  British  Institute  of  Preventive 
Medicine,  on  the  Thames  Embankment,  for  the  purpose  of 
preparing  the  lymph.  Dr.  ¥.  R.  Blaxall,  lecturer  on  bacterio- 
logy at  Westminster  Hospital  Medical  School,  has  been 
appointed  superintendent  of  the  new  laboratory.  He  will 
have  an  assistant,  who  has  already  been  nominated,  and  an 
efficient  stafi'.  The  calves  from  which  the  vaccine-lymph  is 
taken  will  be  kept  for  the  present  at  the  Government  calf- 
lymph  establishment  near  the  Foundling  Hospital,  and  the 
lymph  will  be  taken  to  the  Thames  Embankment  to  be 
prefared.  Dr.  Frank  R.  Blaxall,  the  superintendent,  is  a 
University  College  man,  and  graduated  M.B.Lond.  in  1888, 
taking  the  Double  Qual.  Eng.  in  the  same  year,  M.D.Lond. 
in  1890,  and  D.P.H.Camb.  in  1893.  In  addition  to  a  house 
appointment  at  University  College  Hospital  he  has  served 
as  assistant-medical  superintendent  at  St.  Pancras  Infirmary, 
medical  officer  to  St.  Marylebone  Scarlet-fever  Hospital,  and 
as  surgeon  to  the  Ocean  Steamship  Company. 

Stors-prices. 

The  following  alterations  in  prices  are  to  be  noted  in  the 
Civil  Service  Supply  Association's  price-list  for  June  : — 

Beduced. — Compound  camphor  liniment,  4-oz.  stoppered  bottle, 
from  lid.  to  lO^rf.  ;  spirits  of  camphor,  4-oz.  bottle,  from  lOrf.  to 
Sjrf. ;  benzoated  zinc  ointment,  from  ^hd.  to  ^d.  per  pot ;  quinine 


wine,  per  quart  bottle,  from  9g(?.  to  8(7.;  tincture  of  arnica,  from 
Zhd.  to  3(/.  per  1-oz. bottle;  tincture  of  gentian,  from  Zd.  to  Id.  per 
4-oz.  bottle  ;  tincture  of  rhubarb,  fromlOf/.  to  8(/.  per  4-oz.  bottle  ; 
waterpi'oof  bed-sheeting,  single  texture,  twilled,  36  inches,  per 
yard,  from  3s.  4'/.  to  2s.  lOrf. ;  double  texture,  36  inches,  from 
4.S-.  1(7.  to  3s.  6(i'.  per  yard,  and  double  texture,  60  incites,  from 
6s.  1(7.  lo  5.S.  3(7.  per  yard. 

Ad oanced. — Methylated  spirit,  from  85(7.  to  9(7.  p('r  quart 
liottle;  Sanitas  in'eparations,  from  GAr?.  to  105(7. ;  syruji  of  senna, 
friiin  4f7.  to  ^hd.  per  bottle  ;  tincture  of  bark,  from  85(7.  to  9(7.  per 
4-oz.  bottle ;  tincture  of  orange-peel,  from  72(7.  to  105(7.  per  4-oz. 
bottle ;  tincture  of  quinine,  from  105(7.  to  Is.  per  4-oz.  bottle. 

Added  to  stock. — Petal-dust,  per  packet,  2d. ;  Sanitas,  crude, 
per  bottle,  10^(7.  ;  Sanitas  toilet-soap,  per  box  of  3  tablets.  Is.  1(7.  ; 
ipecacuanha,  bismuth  and  tannin  lozenges  (B.P.  1898).  all  at  2d. 
per  1  oz.,  2s.  4(7.  per  lb.;  chlorate-of-ijotash  lozenges  [B.P.  1898); 
ln(?.  per  oz.,  Is.  10(7.  per  lb. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Stores  price-list  for  June  contains  the 
following  alterations  :  — 

Bfdncfioits. — Camphor,  reduced  to  Is.  6(7.  per  lb. ;  citric  acid, 
reduced  to  Is.  4(/.  per  lb. ;  cotton-wool,  unbleached,  reduced  to 
8(7.  per  lb. ;  cream  of  tartar,  reduced  to  11(7.  per  lb. ;  sulphate  of 
quinine  (Howards'),  reduced  to  9(7.  per  5-oz.  bottle,  Is.  4(7.  per 
1-oz.  bottle.  Is.  2(7.  per  oz.  in  bulk  quantities;  saffron,  reduced  to 
6(7.  per  dr.,  3s.  5d.  per  oz. ;  Rhine  violet  salts,  to  Is.  4(7.  and 
2s.  10(7. ;  lypsyl,  to  4^(7.  and  9(7. 

Additions. — Camphylene-cream  disinfectant,  Is.  1(7.  per  bottle; 
campliylene,  crystallised,  10(7.  per  tin  ;  Carl  Weigaud's  pine-pre- 
parations. Is.  2(7.  per  bottle,  13s.  per  dozen  ;  eiigol,  3s.  3d.  per 
bottle  ;  formalin,  10f7.  and  Is.  8(7.  per  bottle  ;  lint.  Is.  3(7.  per  1-Ib. 
roll ;  naphthaline,  6(7.  per  1-lb.  tin  ;  "  Selvyt  "  complexion-cloths, 
3(7.  and  45(/.  each;  Vibrona  tonic  wine,  3s.  9(i.  per  bottle; 
Watkin's  heterocide,  10^(7.  and  2s.  per  tin  ;  ammoniated  camphy- 
lene  cream,  Is.  1(7.  per  bottle  ;  Colgate's  antiseptic  dental-powder, 
10(/.  per  bottle ;  Chaplin's  pine  and  eucalyptus  bath-powder.s, 
3s.  6(7.  per  lialf  dozen,  6s.  6(7.  per  dozen  ;  Breidenbach's  "  Geisha  " 
bouijuet,  Is.  8(7.  per  bottle. 

Drug-contracts. 

The  Rickmansworth  Urban  District  Council  have  received 
tenders  from  Mr.  Sumner,  chemist,  for  Sanitas  powder  107.  5s. 
per  ton,  sulphur  candles  8s.  per  doz.  for  the  Is.  size.  Mr, 
Prior  offered  Sanitas  at  107.  10s.  per  ton,  and  sulphur  candles 
6s.  10s.  The  medical  officer  is  to  decide  the  matter. 

The  drug-bill  for  the  Great  Yarmouth  Union  has  increased 
in  five  years  from  487.  to  132Z.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  there  was  a  serious  epidemic  of  influenza  in  the  house 
during  the  last  year  followed  by  an  outbreak  of  scarlatina.  The 
Board,  besides,  bought  507.  worth  of  surgical  instruments  for 
the  use  of  the  house  alone.  The  comparison  of  the  con- 
sumption of  drugs  between  the  workhouse  and  the  medical 
institute  is  also  marked  ;  1397.  was  spent  during  the  year  by 
the  Institute  for  drugs  alone.  The  Institute  buy  their  drugs 
wholesale  from  a  London  house,  and  the  Guardians  buy  from 
the  local  retail  chemists,  which  makes  a  difference,  according 
to  the  Norwich  Dai/Hfjht,  of  at  least  25  per  cent,  more 
than  the  Institute. 

Spirits  as  Medicine. 

The  Cranbrook  (Kent)  Board  of  Guardians  have  long  been 
exercised  as  to  the  large  quantity  of  alcoholic  drinks  con- 
sumed in  the  Workhouse.  The  matter  was  discussed  at  the 
board  the  other  day,  when  it  turned  out  that  spirits  took  the 
place  of  medicines.  Dr.  Wood,  one  of  the  members,  explained 
that  if  the  medical  officer  supplied  stimulating-medicines  the 
expense  to  him  would  be  so  great  that  he  would  make 
nothing  out  of  the  appointment.    No  action  was  taken. 

Exeter's  Late  Poor-law  Dispenser. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Exeter  Corporation  of  the 
Poor  on  June  7  it  was  resolved  that  a  vote  of  condolence 
be  sent  to  the  family  of  the  late  Mr.  W.  H.  Bulley,  wha 
was  for  many  years  dispenser  under  the  Board.  The 
appointment  of  Mr.  Pulley's  successor  at  a  salary  of  507.  per 
annum  is  to  be  made  towards  the  end  of  the  month. 

That  Errand-boy. 

William  Henry  Jones,  an  errand-boy  to  Mr.  Walter  Rowe^ 
chemist  and  druggist,  Leicester,  was  sent  on  May  11  te 
deliver  19s.  Qd.  worth  of  medicine.  The  next  heard  of  him 
was  his  arrest  in  London,  and  he  was  charged  with  theft  oi 
the  goods.  He  admitted  it,  and  as  there  were  previous  con- 
victions against  him  (he  is  only  14)  the  Leiceitcr  Magistratet 
have  sent  him  to  a  reformatory  for  five  years. 
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A  Chemist's  Adventure. 

Elizabeth  Edwards  (35)  was  charged  at  the  Guildhall 
Police  Courl,  on  June  3,  with  t^tealing  a  purse  from  George 
Olliver,  who  informed  the  Court  that  he  was  a  cheniist, 
carrying  on  business  at  180  Upper  Kennington  Lane.  He 
had  talked  with  the  prisoner  in  Liverpool  Street  for  a 
couple  of  minutes  on  the  Thur.sday  evening.  Suddenly  she  left 
him,  and  he  missed  his  purse,  which  contained  5^.  10s.  or 
4?.  10s.  He  went  after  the  woman,  and  a  crowd  assembled. 
Then  someone  in  the  crowd  handed  him  his  purse,  which 
contained  only  30.S.  The  Alderman  discharged  Edwards,  and 
Olliver  was  then  charged  with  being  drunk  in  Liverpool 
Street,  but  the  Alderman,  thinking  that  he  had  already 
suifereil  punishment  to  a  certain  extent,  discharged  him 
also. 

One  Unjust  Scale. 

During  the  year  ending  March  31  last,  thep  remises  of  112 
chemists,  druggists,  and  drysalters  in  Birmingham  were 
visited  by  otlicers  from  the  Weights  and  Measures  Depart- 
ment, and  in  only  one  instance  was  an  unjust  scale  dis- 
covered.   The  owner  was  cautioned. 

The  Baron  and  the  Chemist. 

'  At  the  Guildhall,  Charles  Mayne,  described  as  a  chemi?t, 
is  charged,  along  with  a  man  wlio  calls  himself  Baron  Valdr^. 
with  obtaining  sum^  of  money  from  solicitors  in  various  parts 
of  the  country  by  false  pretences.  The  case  stands  adjo\u'ned 
for  the  City  Solicitor  to  take  up  the  prosecution.  Charles 
Mayno  is  not  on  the  register  of  chemists  and  druggists. 

A  "Letter  of  Protection'*  Refused. 

Mr.  Ernest  M.  Gough,  general  manager  of  Messrs.  Lewis 
&;  Burrows  (Limited),  applied  on  Monday,  at  the  Highgatc 
Petty  Sessions,  for  a  "  letter  of  proiection"  for  a  new  branch 
opened  by  them  at  17  Broadway  Parade,  Crouch  End.  Mr. 
Gough  sail!  it  was  to  enable  them  to  sell  medicated  wines. 
Mr.  John  Gluver  (the  Chairman)  :  Have  you  a  licence  for  it  .' 
Mr.  Gough  :  Wc  have  one  in  another  part  of  your  district, 
sir.  We  have  nineteen  branches,  and  the  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  Justices  granted  a  similar  application  re- 
cently. Mr.  Glover  :  We  do  not  grant  one  in  this  division  in 
this  way.  Your  application  must  come  before  us  in  March 
in  the  ordinary  way.  Mr.  Gough :  Of  course,  we  may  sell 
without  a  licence  of  the  Magistrates.  Mr.  Glover:  In  March 
next  we  will  consider  your  application.  We  do  not  grant 
protection  orders  for  these  things. 

Suicide  of  a  Chemist. 

The  dead  body  of  I'ercy  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist, 
23  years  of  age,  was  found  in  his  house  at  69  Clierry 
Orchard  Road,  Croydon,  with  a  six-chambered  revolver 
lying  on  the  floor  by  his  side. 

The  inquest  was  held  on  Wednesday  by  Dr.  Thomas 
Jackson,  at  the  Horse  and  Groom,  East  Croydon. 

Mr.  Alfred  Smith,  a  Civil  servant,  Tilliey,  Gloucestershire, 
identified  the  deceased  as  his  son,  who,  he  said,  had  been  in 
business  at  Croydon  since  1895.  Since  January,  however, 
when  he  had  an  attack  of  influenza,  his  business  had  been 
in  charge  of  a  locum  tcnens.  and  in  February  the  deceased 
came  on  a  visit  to  him  at  Tiflley,  staying  there  until  Satur- 
day last,  when  they  came  back  to  Croydon  for  the  purpose 
of  handing  over  the  business  to  an  intended  purchaser. 
His  stay  in  Gloucestershire  improved  his  health  greatly. 
On  Sunday  he  did  not  go  out,  and  on  Monday  morning 
witness  aroused  him  with  great  difSculty,  which  he  now 
attributed  to  the  action  of  some  sedative.  He  declined  to 
have  any  breakfast.  At  about  11  o'clock  witness  heard 
what  he  took  to  be  the  sound  of  a  door  slamming,  and  on 
going  upstairs  he  discovered  that  his  son  had  shot  himself 
as  he  lay  in  bed.  A  revolver  was  close  to  his  forehead.  The 
deceased,  who  was  unmarried,  had  never  threatened  his  life, 
and  the  nearest  relative  who  had  been  insane  was  a  great- 
auQt.  He  had  never  expressed  himself  as  dissatisfied  with 
his  business,  nor  was  he  upset  at  the  prospect  of  giving  it 
up.  Inspector  William  Parkes,  W  Division,  who  was  called 
in,  produced  a  pencil-written  "  will "  (identified  by  Mr. 
Smith  as  being  in  his  son's  handwriting),  which  read  as 
follows  :— 

I,  r.  Smith,  A.P.S.,  of  63  Cherry  Orchard  Road,  Croydan,  being 
of  sound  rabid,  bequeath  to  my  sister  all  cash,  books,  furniture. 


.iiid  chattels  bciiif;  in  my  shop  ut  this  tiiiii'  ;.i  my  diMr  sister, 
Kdith  Smith,  for  her  use,  or  as  she  shall  direct,  in  token  of  jiiv 
love  and  esteem  for  her.  Item:  Lathe,  casting  tools,  iVc.,  iiinl 
some  machinery  to  J.  B.  Trollopp  on  pajnnent  of  sum  ajji  eed,  or 
to  E.  M.  E.  Smith  as  agreed — viz.,  7  per  cent. — tlie  property  to  be 
delivered  to  him,  and  rest  to  my  sister  as  some  small  recompense 
for  what  I  owe  her  for  her  kindness  and  trouble.  Thi'  business  I 
direct  to  be  disposed  of  as  shall  suit  my  fatlicr,  to  whom  I  leavi- 
my  undyiiif;  hatred  for  brin-jing  mo  to  this  part,  wlioroiii  I  am 
unable  to  keep  from  imitating  any  noise.  To  my  mother  my 
dealest  love  and  rcfjiet  that  1  have  ev(  r  <  auscil  her  sorrow. 
Witness  our  hands,  Percy  .Smith,  A.P.S.  To  Mr.  Trolhipc  eon- 
tents  of  red  1k)x  seah'd. 

Mr.  Smith,  recalled,  said  there  was  no  ground  for  his  son's 
assertion  respecting  himself. 

After  further  evidence,  the  Coroner  said  he  thought  the 
"will  "  showed  that  the  deceased  was  o..t  of  his  mind,  and 
the  jury  returned  a  verdict  accordingly. 


Local  newspapers  ronfriiniutj  mnrlied  ilemx  of  iiews  interesting 
to  tlic  trade  arc  ahanjs  ivclcumcd  by  thr  Editor. 


The  Introduction  of  Ether-drinking. 

Speaking  at  a  temperance  meeting  the  other  day  the  Dean 
of  the  Chapel  Royal,  Dublin,  said  that  etlicr  was  introduced 
as  a  beveraee  into  the  North  of  Ireland  by  a  quack  doctor  in 
the  year  1840. 

Adulterated  Linaeed-mer.l. 

At  the  Dublin  I'olicc-courts  on  June  2  a  number  of  traders 
were  summoned  by  the  Corporation  for  having  sold  ground 
linseed-cake  for  linseed-meal.  A  fine  of  5.«.  was  imposed 
in  each  case. 

Down  on  Ball-stoppers. 

Dublin  mineral-water  operatives  appeal  to  the  public  to 
refuse  to  take  mineral  waters  in  bottles  which  have  ball- 
stoppers,  as  the  introduction  of  these  patent  "  corks " 
is  seriously  affecting  the  cork  departments  of  the  workers' 
union.  They  also  allege  that  glass-stoppered  bottles  arc  a 
source  of  danger,  as  the  rubber  bands  get  dirty  and  become  a 
harbour  for  microbes.  They  quote  medical  testimony  in 
support  of  this  contention,  and  say  that  cork-stoppered 
mineral  water  is  superior  to  all  others. 

An  Unwelcome  Visitor. 

In  the  Custody  Court,  Belfast,  on  June  2,  a  young  man 
named  Lilly  was  charged  with  breaking  into  Mr.  Augustine 
O'Shea's  pharmacy,  Donogall  Street,  and  stealing  therefrom 
a  cash-box  containing  8/.  Mr.  O'Shea  stated  that  on  the 
night  of  May  14  he  left  some  loose  money  in  the  drawer  and 
11.  in  a  cash-box,  and  some  silver  on  the  counter,  all  of 
which  were  gone  next  morning.  On  the  next  night  wlien 
closing  he  heard  suspicious  sounds  in  the  back  premises. 
Police  a.ssistance  was  jirocured,  and  the  arcased  was  found 
hiding  partly  beneath  a  screen  and  partly  behind  a  bicycle. 
Other  evidence  having  been  given,  the  prisoner  was  com- 
mitted for  trial  at  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

A  Salary  Increased. 

An  interesting  discussion  took  place  at  the  June  meeting 
of  the  Clonmel  Dispensary  Committee  on  the  application  ot 
Mr.  H.  G.  Eaton,  L.P.S.I.,  the  apothecary,  for  an  increase 
of  -salary.  Mr.  Eaton's  salary  was  40^ ,  but  his  predeces.sor, 
Mr.  Harvey,  had  75/ ,  though  the  latter  threw  up  the  position 
because  he  could  not  get  an  increase  as  he  was  not  allowed 
to  keep  a  pharmacy.  Mr.  Eaton  was  allowed  to  keep  his 
business  in  town  when  appointed,  heni;e  the  salary  was 
fixed  low.  He  now  complains,  after  a  year  or  so,  that  40/.  is 
not  enough  for  five  hour.s'  work  daily.  The  Chairman,  Mr. 
Morris? ey.  who  was  [strongly  in  favour  of  the  increase,  said 
that  he  had  got  particulars  of  the  salaries  paid  ot.hT 
ajjothecaries  in  Ireland.    In  Queenstown  the  sa'ary  was  70  ., 
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for  two  hours  a  day  ;  Rathkeal,  60Z.,  for  one  hour  ;  Kilkenny, 
Sligo,  and  Ennis,  80^.,  for  two  hours  ;  North  Dublin,  lOOl, 
for  three  hours  ;  and  Longford,  801.  The  committee  were 
unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Eaton  was  underpaid. 
Mr.  Morrissey  also  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Eaton  made  a 
saving  of  15/.  a  year  by  making  the  pills  himself.  They 
were,  he  said,  on  the  eve  of  great  changes  in  the  country, 
and  the  public  officials  were  looking  out  for  themselves,  and 
they  ought  to  help  them.  Finally  an  increase  of  Z5l.  was 
unanimously  voted,  subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

Drug-contracts. 

The  Mitchelstown  Board  of  Guardians  have  had  before 
them  tenders  for  the  supply  of  drugs  and  medicines  to  the 
union,  the  lowest  tender  being  from  Mr.  Broderick,  Fermoy. 
The  Chairman  said,  in  the  interests  of  the  sick  poor,  they 
sliould  not  look  to  the  cheapness  of  the  medicines.  The 
majority  of  the  doctors  were  in  favour  of  giving  the  contract 
to  Messrs.  Harrington  Si  Co.,  who  had  been  contractors  to 
the  union  for  years,  and  invariably  gave  satisfaction.  On  a 
vote  being  taken,  Mr.  Broderick  was  declared  contractor. 

A  lively  meeting  of  the  Enniscorthy  Union  was  held  on 
June  2,  the  principal  cause  of  trouble  being  a  difference  of 
opinion  amongst  the  members  as  to  the  merits  of  Mr.  Roberts, 
chemist,  Enniscorthy,  and  Mr.  Cooke,  of  Gorey  (who  tendered 
for  the  contract  of  medicines  for  the  ensuing  year).  There 
were  five  tenders  in  all,  but  Dr.  Furlong,  who  had  examined 
the  samples,  said  that  those  of  Mr.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Cooke 
were  superior  to  those  of  the  other  houses.  The  prices  of  the 
local  men  were  somewhat  higher,  but  the  immense  con- 
venience to  the  medical  officers  in  getting  their  drugs  in 
small  quantities,  and  promptly,  made  it  desirable  to  give  the 
contract  to  a  local  man.  Mr.  Cooke's  quotations  were  the 
lowest,  but  Mr.  Roberts  had  supplied  the  union  before  and 
had  good  supporters.  After  a  prolonged  and  acrimonious 
debate  a  vote  was  taken,  and  Mr.  Cooke  was  appointed  con- 
tractor by  11  to  2. 

Meath  Home-industries  Exhibition. 

Among  the  exhibitors  at  this  exhibition  was  Mr.  J.  P. 
Timmon,  of  "  Timmon's  Medical  Hall,"  one  of  the  oldest 
pharmacies  in  Ireland,  being  established  in  1721.  Besides 
the  usual  display  of  perfumes  and  toilet-requisites,  horse, 
cattle,  and  dog  medicines,  Mr.  Timmon  lent  a  variation  to 
the  show  by  exhibiting  some  pure-bred  Irish  terriers  of  his 
which  have  secured  many  prizes  at  various  Irish  dogshows. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Funeral  of  Lord  Playfair. 

The  funeral  of  Lord  Playfair  took  place  on  June  4,  at  St. 
Andrews.  Royalty  was  represented,  and  deputations  from 
various  societies  and  public  institutions  attended.  Professor 
Rutherford,  of  Edinburgh,  represented  the  Royal  Society,  and 
Dr.  Crum  Brown  the  Chemical  Society.  As  the  cortajc  made 
its  way  to  the  burying  ground  the  streets  were  lined  with 
crowds  of  spectators,  and  flags  were  displayed  half-mast 
high.  A  short  service  took  place  at  the  grave.  The  coflin 
bore  the  following  inscription : — "  Lyon  Playfair,  first  Baron 
Playfair,  of  St.  Andrew.s,  P.C..  G.C.B.,  F.R.S.,  LL.D.  Born 
May  21,  1818  ;  died  May  29,  1898." 

Ifew  Aerated-water  Factory. 

Mr.  Robert  Carruthers,  F.C.S.,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has 
transformed  the  Old  Brewery  buildings  at  Dumfries  into  an 
exceptionally  complete  aerated-water  factory.  The  buildings 
consist  of  three  floors,  and  Mr.  Carruthers  is  fortunate  in 
having  obtained  a  supply  of  excellent  water  from  an  artesian 


well  on  the  grounds.  He  is  to  make  40-oz.  .-yphons  and 
screw  ebonite-stoppered  bottles  features  in  his  business. 

Oirting. 

The  annual  excursion  of  the  employes  of  the  Duke  Street 
warehouse  and  office  of  Messrs.  T.  &  H.  Smith  ik.  Co.,  Edin- 
burgh, took  place  on  Saturday,  June  4,  Fullarton  AVater, 
near  the  Moorfoot  Hills,  being  the  rendezvous,  and  thither 
the  party  drove  by  way  of  Swanston  and  Penicuik.  After 
tea,  sports  of  various  kinds  wore  indulged  in.  In  the  tug-of- 
war  between  the  married  and  unmarried  members  of  the 
party  the  team  representing  the  former  was  victorious.  The 
weather  was  favourable  on  the  whole.  The  excur-ionists 
returned  citywards  by  way  of  Temple,  Dalhousie  Castle,  and 
Cockpen.  Edinburgh  was  reached  between  9  and  10  IVJI.,  a 
most  enjoyable  day  having  been  spent. 

TiTorth.  British  Branch. 

There  are  twenty-seven  applicants  for  seventeen  vacancies 
on  the  Executive  of  the  North  British  Branch  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society.    The  candidates  are  the  follovfing  : — 


I  -•16.  Kerinatb,  W.  R.,  St.  An- 
drews 
*17.  Kerr,  C,  Dundee 
*18.  McAdam,  R.,  (Ilnsgow 
*19.  McL.aren,  D.,  Edinbur;ih 
20.  Macpherson,  C.  A.,  Edin- 
burgh 

*21.  Mitchell,  D.,  Inveruoss 
■•'22.  Moir,  J.,  Glasgow 
*23.  Russell,  J.  A.,  Glasgow 
*24.  Strachau,  A.,  Aberdeen 

25.  Swan,  W.,  Edinburgh 

26.  Thomson,  .1.  H.,  Lochee 

27.  Watson,  D.,  Glasgow 


1.  Ayre,  G.  M.,  Perth 

2.  Boa,  Peter,  Edinburgh 
*3.  Bowman,  John,  Leitli 

4.  Burley,  W.,  Edinburgh 
*5.  Coull,  G.,  Edinburgh 
6.  Gumming,  C.,  Dundee 
*7.  Currie,  W.  L.,  Glasgow 
8.  Dow,  W.,  Kinross 
*9.  Ewing,  J.  L.,  Edinburgh 
10.  Ferrier,  D.  H.,  Dundee 
*11.  Fisher,.!.  H.,  Dunfermline 

12.  Graham,  A.,  Lochgelly 
^•13.  Hardie,  J.  M.,  Dundee 
14.  Harley,  T.,  Perth 
•15.  Henry,  C.  F.,  Edinburgh 

Those  marked  with  an  asterisk  are  members  of  the  retiring- 
Executive.  Voting  -will  take  place  up  to  June  16,  and  a 
meeting  of  the  members  and  associates  in  business  of  the 
Society  residing  in  Scotland  will  be  held  at  36  York  Place, 
Edinburgh,  on  June  17,  at  11  A.M.,  to  declare  the  election. 

A  Pharmaceutical  Provost. 

Mr.  Donald  Fowler,  chemist  and  dentist,  has  been  unani- 
mously elected  to  the  vacant  Provostship  of  Tain.  Provost 
Fowler  served  his  apprenticeship  with  Messrs.  Mitchell  & 
Eraser,  chemists,  Inverness,  and  -was  afterwards  an  assistant 
with  Mr.  Dewar,  chemist,  Dingwall.  After  considerable  ex- 
perience gained  in  the  best  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  drug- 
houses  he  commenced  business  as  chemist  and  dentist  in 
Tain.  He  has  always  shown  great  interest  in  public  affairs 
in  the  burgh,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Town  Council 
for  many  years.  Mr.  Fowler  is  also  chairman  of  the  Land- 
ward Committee  of  the  Parish  Council. 

A  "  Medicine-man  "  in  Trouble. 

At  the  Western  District  Police  Court,  Glasgow,  Charles 
Hall,  a  coloured  man,  who  makes  his  living  by  selling  medi- 
cine in  the  streets,  was  on  June  7  charged  with  having 
been  disorderly  and  assaulting  two  constables.  On  the 
previous  evening  the  accused  was  plying  his  vocation  at  the 
corner  of  James  Watt  Street,  and  had  collected  a  consider- 
able crowd.  The  police,  considering  he  was  interfering  with 
the  traffic,  ordered  the  "  medicine-man  "  to  move  on.  This 
he  declined  to  do,  and  expressed  his  opinion  of  them  in 
very  forcible  language  ;  so  they  proceeded  to  take  him  into 
custody.  This  was  a  matter  of  considerable  difficulty,  as  he 
is  a  man  of  large  physique,  and  the  constables  were  more  or 
less  damaged  in  the  process.  In  Court  pr'soner  argued  that 
the  police  had  no  right  to  interfere  with  him  in  the  con- 
ducting of  his  legitimate  business  ;  but  his  arguments  failed 
to  convince  the  Magistrate,  who  sentenced  him  to  thirty  days' 
imprisonment. 

Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

This  Association  met  on  June  8,  Mr.  James  Clark  (Presi- 
dent) in  the  chair.  The  convener  (Mr.  Giles)  of  the  Educa- 
tion Committee  read  over  the  terms  of  agreement  come  to 
with  the  Governors  of  Gordon's  College  anent  equipping 
and  carrying  on  a  school  of  pharmacy  at  the  College,  a 
report  of  which  appeared  in  last  week's  Chemist  and 
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Druggist.  The  Association  unanimously  adopted  tlie  com- 
mittee's report.  The  first  session  of  the  new  school  will 
commence  in  September.  The  committee  will  nominate  a 
teacher.  The  Association  recommend  that  a  circular  be 
sent  to  the  medical  men  intimating  that  from  July  1  all  new 
prescriptions  would  be  dispensed  according  to  the  1898 
Pharmacopa-ia,  unless  otherwise  indicated.  The  convener  of 
the  Social  Committee  intimated  that  the  annual  drive  would 
take  place  on  July  6.  The  route  chosen  this  year  is  i-id  Banchory, 
Strachan,  and  Kincardine  to  Aboyne.  Strangers  who  intend 
to  be  pre.'ent  should  write  to  the  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  Cruick- 
shank,  42  George  Street. 


Colonial  an^  yoreian  IRcm 


Swedish  Customs  Tariff  The  Swedish  Government 

have  recently  imposed  a  tax  on  suiierpho.spihates  at  the  rate 
of  25  lire  per  100  kilos. 

Fire  at  Chewikg-gum  FACTOPy.— A  fire,  on  May  5,  at 
the  Beeman  Chemical  Company,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  caused 
damage  amounting  to  nearly  ^65,000. 

Pharmacy  Instruction  in  Trinidad  —Dr.  W.  H.  Ince, 
o!  Trinidad,  has  started  a  pharmaceutical-chemistry  class  at 
the  Government  laboratory  there. 

Fire. — A  fire  occurred  on  May  3  on  the  premises  of 
Messrs.  P.  J.  Petersen  &  Co.,  chemists  and  druggists.  Presi- 
dent Street,  Johannesburg.  It  was,  however,  put  out  by  the 
brigade  before  serious  damage  was  done. 

Druggist  War-volunteers. — The  firms  of  Parke,  Davis 
k  Co.,  Schieflfelin  &  Co.,  Lehn  &  Fink,  Julmson  &  Johnson, 
and  W.  R.  Warner  &  Co  are  among  the  firms  who  have 
contributed  volunteers  to  the  U.S.  army  and  navy  during  the 
present  crisis. 

Sale  of  Poisons  in  the  0  F.S, — The  Volksraad  of  the 
Orange  Free  Si  ate  had  a  discussion  in  regard  to  the  sale  of 
poisons.  Mr.  P.  M.  Botha  had  drafted  a  Bill  on  the  subject, 
liut  a  proposal  was  made  to  elect  a  committee  to  draw  up 
regulations,  and  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  one  member, 
Mr.  Venter,  hoped  that  snuff  and  tobacco  would  be  included 
as  poisons.  This  caused  a  deal  of  amusement,  as  the 
majority  of  members  are  great  disciples  of  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  and  the  taking  of  snuff  is  one  of  their  chief  occu- 
pations. 

American  Wae-tax. — The  War  Revenue  Bill  has  received 
many  amendments  and  revisions,  and  it  is  now  known  in  a 
general  way  that  medicines  will  not  require  stamping  until 
sold  to  the  public.  This  last  news  has  corne  as  a  relief  to 
the  druggists,  who  feared  that  they  would  be  required  to 
.'tamp  all  the  proprietary  medicines  they  carried  in  stock. 
As  the  Bill  now  stands,  the  proprietary  tax  will  yield  from 
three  to  ten  million  dollars,  against  an  estimate  of  thirty 
Miillion  dollars  looked  for  from  this  source  as  the  measure 
was  originally  framed.  There  is  some  objection  from  the 
drug-trade  that  the  tax  of  4  per  cent,  is  too  high  ;  a  1-per- 
cent, tax  is  thought  to  be  sufficient. 

Alkali  in  Russia  —Like  the  I'nited  States,  Russia  is 
slowly  giving  up  British  alkali,  and  makes  her  own  by  the 
Solvay  process.  Ljubimow  &  Solvay  have  three  works,  pro- 
ducing 41  million  poods  (1  pood  =  36  lbs.)  of  soda  annually, 
including  one  million  poods  of  caustic  soda.  The  imports  of 
.soda  fell  from  2  011.000  poods  in  1885  to  887,000  poods  in 
1894.  There  is  a  .'■pecial  reason  for  so  rapid  a  diminution 
in  the  imports.  The  purification  of  one  million  poods  of 
naphtha-products  used  to  require  two  million  poods  of 
caustic  soda  annually.  For  a  long  time  the  soda  residue 
was  worthless  waste,  until  improved  processes  were  devised, 
and  a  regeneration  of  the  residue  in  reverberatory  furnaces 
succeeded.  Baku  now  requires  300, COO  poods  for  naphtha- 
purification,  and  half  of  this  is  recovered.  Glauber  salt  is 
found  in  vast  quantities  near  Tiflis,  but  is  little  utilised. 
Most  of  the  hydrochloric  acid  made  in  the  Le  Blanc  process 
is  transformed  into  zinc  chloride  for  the  impregnation  of 
railway- sleepers  ;  and  bleaching-powder  manufacture  by  the 
Weldon  process  is  an  increasing  industry. 


Bueineea  (Tbanoce. 


JIicssRS  Boot  (Limited),  cash  chemists,  have  opened  a 
new  branch  in  Fargate,  Sheffield. 

Messrs.  Hedges  &  Son,  Birmingham,  are  opening  branch 
premises  at  Stratford  Road  of  that  city. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Ashkobd,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened 
branch  premises  in  St.  James's,  Northampton. 

Mr.  Cyril  H.  C.  Fitt,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  oi)ened 
a  pharmacy  at  St.  Catherine's  Plain,  Norwich. 

Me.  Henry  T.  Hines  asks  us  to  state  that  he  is  still 
carrying  on  his  business  at  86  St.  James's  Road,  Hollo- 
way,  N. 

D.vy's  Southern  Drug  Company  (Limited)  have 
opened  a  branch  at  23  Leigh  Road,  Eastleigh,  near  Soulii- 
ampton. 

Messes.  Hay  &  Co.,  chemists,  Lewi>ham.  have  taken  over 
the  old-established  business  of  Messrs.  Sterling  &  Co., 
Whitechapel,  E. 

Day's  Metropolitan  Drug  Company  (Limited)  have 
opened  branches  at  25  Caledonian  Road,  N.,  and  42  Warwick 
Street,  Belgrave  Road,  S.AV. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Ho-VRE,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bayswater  and 
Hammersmith,  has  bought  the  business  of  Mr.  0.  F.  Dunford, 
6  Railway  Place,  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C. 

Mn.  A.  CuEBiE,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  purchased 
the  business  at  162  Ferry  Road,  Leith,  lately  belonging  to 
Mr.  William  Lament,  who  has  gone  to  Brechin. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Foulsham,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of 
Stradbroke,  Suffolk,  has  purchased  the  business  lately 
carried  on  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Hanson  at  36  East  Dulwich  Road, 
S.E. 

Mr.  Thomas  Akthur  Meeking  has  retired  from  the  firm 
of  Pearse  Meeking,  St.  Dunstan's  House.  Eastcheap,  E.C. 
Mr.  Livian  Francis  Pearse  will  continue  the  business  under 
the  style  of  L.  V.  Pearse  k  Co. 

Me.  R.  Eaton,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened  new 
premises  at  468  Stretford  Road,  Manchester.  The  entire 
fittings,  fixtures,  and  bottles  have  been  supplied  by  Messrs. 
Ayrton  c&  Saunders,  Liverpool. 

Mr.  Julius  Arnold,  who  has  had  charge  of  Messrs. 
Hockin,  Wilson  Company's  Manchester  branch,  is  removing 
to  London  as  representative  for  Messrs.  ]{.  Gibson  &  Sjns, 
medical  lozenge  manufacturers,  Manchester. 

Mr.  G.  C.  James,  late  with  Messrs.  Philip  Harris  &  Co., 
has  acquired  the  business  in  Aston  Road,  Birmingham, 
relinquished  by  Mr.  T.  Cattell,  who,  as  we  stated  last  week, 
has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  G.  Johnson,  at  Sutton 
Coldfield. 

The  legal  arrangements  between  Mr.  R.  Darlon  Gibbs  and 
his  late  firm  are  now  completed,  and  in  future  Messrs.  Cuxson 
and  Gerrard  will  trade  as  Cuxson,  Gerrard  k  Co.  at  Oldbury 
and  Wednesbury.  Mr.  Gibbs  will  carry  on  busioess  under 
his  own  name  at  his  new  factory  at  Oldbury  as  a  manu- 
facturer of  surgical  dressings,  &c.,  for  the  trade.  He  also 
proposes  to  cultivate  export  business. 

Messes.  Hale  &  Son,  produce-brokers.  Fenchurch 
Avenue,  EC,  intimate  that  Mr.  Bertram  Stuart  Straus,  L.C.C., 
retired  from  their  business  on  Monday,  in  order  that  he  may 
have  more  ticne  to  devote  to  public  duties.  The  business  of 
Hale  &  Son  will  be  conducted  by  the  remaining  partners, 
Messrs.  Matthew  G.  Hale,  J.  5L  Vanhouse,  and  Martin 
Palmer.  The  business  early  in  the  century  was  known  as 
Tucker  &  Hunter's,  and  to  that  firm  the  late  Mr.  Thomas 
Hale  was  apprenticed  in  1828.  The  firm's  name  was  after- 
wards changed  to  Tucker.  Sons  &  Co  ,  then  the  business  was 
acquired  by  a  Mr.  J.  P.  Howard,  who  traded  as  J.  1'.  Howard 
&  Co.  Before  Mr.  Howard  retired  he  made  Mr.  Hale  a 
partner,  and  when  he  actually  retired  Mr.  Hale  took  as  his 

partner  Mr.  Sam.  Ellis,  who  had  been  with  Mr.  Lewis,  the 
predecessor  of  Lewis  &  Peat.  Together  they  traded  as  Ellis 
&  Hale.  The  next  change  was  caused  by  .Mr.  Ellis's  retire- 
ment, and  Mr.  Thomas  Hale,  jun.,  took  his  place,  and  re- 
mained until  his  broilier,  Mr.  Matthew  G.  Hale,  the  present 
senior  partner,  succeeded  him,  and  other  partners  joined  him 
as  years  went  on. 
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COUNCIL  MEETING. 

THERE  was  a  full  Council  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Park  being 
the  only  member  absent.  The  work  of  the  Society  is 
■to  go  on  for  the  next  year  on  the  same  lines  as  formerly,  the 
elections  of  councillors,  president,  vice-president,  treasurer, 
and  the  various  committees  having  been  made  without  a 
single  change.  Mr.  Hills  paid  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
Lord  Playfair,  who  was  one  of  the  Society's  honorary  mem- 
bers. The  cases  recommended  for  grants^from  the  Benevo- 
lent Fund  seemed  sadder  than  usual,  and  an  appeal  was 
made  for  a  suitable  home  where  one  old  man  could  have  a 
rest  and  get  restored  to  health,  to  enable  him  to  get  to  work 
again.  A  different  chord  was  struck  by  a  letter  of  grateful 
thanks  for  the  suggestions  and  help  of  the  Committee  from 
a  lady  whose  little  boy  had  been  elected  to  an  orphanage. 
Associates  and  students  of  the  Society  are  no  longer  required 
to  get  the  signature  of  a  member  before  being  able  to  borrow 
books  from  the  library,  a  little  concession  which  will  be  appre- 
ciated. Sir  James  Crichton-Browne  is  to  be  invited  to  give  the 
address  to  the  students  in  October.  There  was  a  long  batch 
of  letters  on  a  variety  of  subjects,  reciprocity,  benevolence, 
poison-regulations,  and  spectacles  being  the  chief  items. 


The  meeting  on  Wednesday  began  s-hortly  after  eleven. 
The  councillors  present  were  Messrs.  Allen,  Atkins,  Bateson, 
Bottle,  Carteighe,  Corder,  Cross,  Grose,  Hampson,  Harrison, 
Hills,  Johnson,  Martindale,  Newsholme,  Savory,  Soutball, 
.Storrar,  Symes,  Warren,  and  Young,  Mr.  Park  (of  Plymouth) 
being  the  only  absentee.  Mr.  Hills  took  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Newsholme  the  vice-chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  Council  meeting  and  general 
annual  meeting  were  passed. 

Mr.  Hills  announced  that  letters  had  been  received  from 
Dr.  Leech,  Professor  Ramsay,  and  Professor  Remsen,  thank- 
ing the  Council  for  electing  them  honorary  members  of  the 
Society. 

Before  passing  to  the  agenda  Mr.  Hills  alluded  to  the 
death  of 

Lord  Playfaie, 

which  occurred  on  May  29,  and  who  was  elected  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Society  in  1881  on  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Daniel  Frazer.  Lord  Playfair  had  several  times  expressed  the 
interest  he  took  in  Society  matters,  and  at  the  Jubilee  dinner 
in  1891  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society." 
In  the  course  of  his  speech  on  that  occasion  Lord  Playfair 
claimed  a  long  connection  with  chemists,  having  more  than 
fifty  years  previously  taken  a  six-months'  course  of  phar- 
macy under  Dr.  Pereira,  and  spent  six  months  in  a  chemist 
and  druggist's  shop  at  Glasgow — Frazer  k,  Green's — which, 
he  said,  had  proved  of  inestimable  value  to  him  in  after  life. 
Lord  Playfair,  the  Chairman  continued,  was  a  prominent 
man  in  the  political  world;  was  some  time  a  Cabinet  mini- 
ster, a  Privy  Councillor,  and  Lord-in-Waitiog  to  the  Queen. 
He  was  also  chemist  to  the  Museum  of  Practical  Geology, 
and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Chemical  Society,  and  an 
associate  of  John  Dalton.  He  was  distinguished  as  an 
■educationalist,  and  was  a  man  of  whom  Britishers  might  well 
be  proud. 

Papers  were  then  distributed,  and  the  meeting  proceeded 
to  elect  a 

President  foe  the  Year. 

When  the  papers  were  collected  it  was  found  that  all  who 
had  voted  had  recorded  their  votes  for  Mr.  Hills,  who,  in 
declaring  himself  President,  thanked  the  members  for  the 
honour  they  had  done  him  of  again  electing  him  President 
of  the  Society.  He  could  only  say,  he  added,  what  he  said 
.two  years  ago— that,  relying  on  the  kind  help  of  the 
"Councillors,  he  would  try  to  do  what  he  could  for  the  ad- 


vancement of  the  common  interests  of  the  Society.  The 
next  business  was  the  election  of  a 

Vice-President, 

and  the  choice  fell  upon  Mr.  Newsholme,  who  was  re-elected 
unanimously. 

Mr.  Newsholme  said  that,  as  he  said  last  year,  he  was 
exceedingly  obliged  for  the  honour  they  had  done  him,  and 
to-day  he  thought  it  a  still  greater  honour  to  be  their  Vice- 
Pi-esident  and  to  be  associated  with  thera.  It  was,  he  con- 
tiaued,  very  gratifying  to  the  Society  to  find  their  President's 
nimeatthe  head  of  the  poll  in  the  recent  election.  Mr. 
Hampson  was  then  re-elected 

Treasures, 

and  in  thanking  the  meeting  said  he  would  take  care  of  all 
the  money  which  passed  through  his  hands,  even  to  the 
coppers,  and  if  the  amount  this  year  exceeded  last  year  it 
would  give  him  still  greater  pleasure.  It  was  then  moved 
and  seconded  that  the  sfan.-ling  orders  be  adopted  for  the  en- 
suing year,  after  which  Mr.  Richard  Brt  miidge  vsas  reappointi  d 
Secretary  and  Registrar  of  the  Society,  Dr.  B.  H.  Paul 
Editor  and  Mr.  J.  Humphrey  su'o-Editor  of  the  Journal. 
Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  was  appointed  Curator  of  the  Society's 
Museums,  and  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill  an  Assistant-Secretary  in 
Scotland.  Examiners  were  also  appointed  for  the  Jacob 
Bell  and  Manchester  Scholarships,  and  for  the  Council  Prize 
competitions  in  Jul}'. 

Elections. 

One  member,  ten  associates  in  business,  eleven  associates, 
and  a  number  of  students  were  then  elected.  Fourteen 
gentlemen  were  restored  to  their  former  status  in  the 
Society  ;  and  three,  on  paying  a  guinea  fine  and  making  the 
required  declaration,  were  restored  to  the  register.  The 
constitution  of  the  various  committees  was  then  considered 
in  committee,  after  which  the  Secretary  read  the  report 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  acted  as  a 

Finance  Comimitteb 
since  last  meeting.    This  report  showed  a  balance  on  the 

£    s.  (J. 

General  Fund  account      ...       ...      157    6  4 

Benevolent  Fund  account   1,254    2  2 

Donation  account    482    8  5 

Orphan  Fund  account       ...       ...      180  17  3 

and  a  sum  of  1,227^.  17s.  11'^.  was  submitted  for  payment 
from  the  General  Fund  account. 

The  President  said  he  would  like  to  refer  to  the  dona- 
tions to  the  Benevolent  Fund,  which  showed  the  widespread 
interest  taken  in  the  fund  by  the  different  classes  connected 
with  them.  The  Brighton  Junior  Association  had  sent  a 
cheque  for  4Z.  10.s.,  the  amount  collected  at  their  winter 
meetings,  making  a  total  of  311.  Is.  9d.  collected  in  this  way 
since  the  method  was  started.  The  letter  conveying 
the  cheque  mentioned  that  the  collections  varied  from 
Is.  2hl.  (the  lowest)  to  14s.  2^d.  (the  highest).  The 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  sent  16s.  8d.,  as  the  result 
of  the  sale  of  proerammes  at  the  musical  and  social 
evenings ;  and  the  Nottingham  and  Notts  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation a  cheque  for  5^.  5s.  It  is  very  satisfactory,  the 
President  remarked,  to  have  this  object  to  contribute 
surplus  cash  to,  and  he  hoped  they  would  do  so  on  every 
possible  occasion  and  prove  the  interest  taken  in  the  fund. 
The  members  who  acted  as  the 

Benevolent  Fund  Committee 

recommended  tliat  three  grants  of  13Z.,  three  of  101.,  and 
one  of  12/.,  be  made,  and  that  one  case  be  not  entertained. 

The  Vicb-Peesident  (Mr.  Newsholme),  in  moving  the 
adoption  of  this  report,  said  there  was  one  case  where  a 
grant  had  been  made  to  help  an  old  man,  and  he  would  be 
pleased  if  any  of  the  members  would  let  the  Secretary  know 
of  an  institution  or  home  where  this  case  could  go  to  at 
small  cost,  so  that  he  could  get  restored  to  health,  and 
thus  be  in  a  position  to  again  work  for  a  living. 
They  had  several  institutions  in  the  North  which 
would  suit  the  old  man,  but  the  expense  of  a  railway 
journey  would  be  avoided  if  some  of  the  members  in  the 
south  would  give  the  secretary  the  name  of  some  institution 
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ill  their  neigbbouiliood.  The  Vice-President  also  read  a 
letter  from  a  lady  whose  little  boy  had  been  elected  to  Wan- 
st,ead  Asyhun,  in  which  she  thanked  them  for  the  help  and 
Miggestions  Ihey  had  given  her.  The  death  of  a  gentleman 
1  o  whom  lOZ.was  voted  at  the  last  meeting  was  also  mentioned. 
When  the  Secretary  went  to  give  the  money  he  found  that 
1  he  receiver  was  at  death's  door,  and  that  the  money 
was  of  no  use.  It  had  accordingly  been  paid  back  to  the 
lund. 

Mr.  At.len  rose  to  refer  to  a  case  where  a  grant  had  been 
made  of  5.y.  a  week,  and  which  was  now  void  by  death.  The 
5.;.  had  been  of  tlie  greatest  benefit  to  the  poor  family,  the 
iiead  of  which  had  been  dying  for  months.  The  grant  had 
.seemed  to  keep  the  home  together,  and,  on  behalf  of  the 
widow,  he  thanked  the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee  for  the 
grant,  and  the  great  benefit  they  had  conferred  on  this  poor 
larnily. 

A]l  the  various  committees  which  do  the  Society's  work 
were  then  re-appointed 

Exactly  as  Befoee, 

after  which  the  report  of  the  gentlemen  acting  as  the  Library 
Committee  was  read,  the  only  item  of  intere.st  being  the 
)ecommendation  that  students  and  associates  of  the  Society 
be  allowed  to  borrow  books  from  the  library  without  the 
Jormality  of  obtaining  l!ie  signature  of  a  member  of  the 
Society  which  has  hitherto  been  required.  'ibis  Committee 
also  reported  that  they  had  been  considering  a  letter  from 
one  of  the  Society's  leaseholders  wlio  wanted  to  insure  the 
property  in  some  other  office  than  the  "Alliance,"  mentioned 
in  the  lease.  A  reply  was  sent  him  that  he  must  comply 
with  the  terms  of  the  lease. 

The  PEESIDE^;T  said  the  point  mentioned  about  the 
borrowing  of  books  by  associates  and  students  explained 
itself ;  he  thought  there  was  now  no  need  of  the  restriction 
of  obtaining  a  member's  signature  and  was  sure  the  sugges- 
tion would  meet  with  their  entire  approval.  The  report  was 
adopted.  It  was  then  resolved  that  Sir  Jas.  Ctichton 
Browne  be  invited  to  give  the 

IXAUGUEAL  ADDEESS 

to  the  school  in  October  next.  A  standing  committee  com- 
posed of  the  President,  Mce-President,  Messrs.  Allen, 
Maitindale,  Savory  and  Warren  was  appointed  to  watch 
Parliamentary  matters  affecting  the  Society. 

Letters 

were  then  read.  One  was  from  Mr.  Shillinglaw,  Secretary  of 
the  Pharmacy  Board  of  Victoria,  acknowledging  the  Society's 
letter  of  January  14,  and  proniising  to  send  a  copy  of  the 
reply  to  the  various  boards  which  had  associated  themselves 
with  tliem  in  endeavouring  to  obtain  reciprocity.  The  Dover 
Chemists"  Association  sent  a  resol  ution  in  regard  to  the  manner 
of  electingannuitants  to  the  Benevolent  Fund ;  any  restrictions 
on  the  voting  power  of  subscribe!  s  would,  they  thought,  cause 
dissatisfaction.  The  Tunbricige  Wells  Association  also  sent 
a  resolution  they  had  passed  expressing  the  desirability  of 
incorporating  in  the  by-Jaw.s  the  suggestions  on  the  keeping 
and  storing  of  poison  which  were  framed  in  1871.  Tnese 
letters  weie  referred  to  the  General  Purposes  Committee. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Agent-General  for  Queensland  for- 
warded a  recommendation  and  letter  from  the  Brisbane 
Public  Library  asking  that  the  Society's  publication  be 
sent  them.  This  letter  was  referred  to  the  Library  Com- 
mittee. An  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Executive  of 
the  North  British  Branch  was  then  read,  suggesting  that 
local  secretaries  be  elected  lor  a  period  of  five  years  instead 
of  annually,  and  that  the  appointments  should  be  made 
directly,  and  not  from  local  tominations.  This  was  left  to 
the  Library  Committee  to  ponder  over. 

The  Worshipful  Company  of  Spectacle  Makers  wrote  about 
their  scheme  of  conferring  certificates  of  fitness  on  opticians 
after  examining  them,  and  as  it  bad  appeared  to  them  that 
pharmaceutical  chemists  sold  spectacles  as  well  as  opticians 
they  had  decided  to  admit  them  to  the  examinations  and 
grant  them  certificates.  They  therefore  asked  the  Society 
to  nominate  one  of  their  members  to  serve  on  the  com- 
mittee, and  would  like  to  add  that,  though  such  a  member 
must  be  a  Freeman  of  the  Company,  they  would  make 
special  facilities  lor  him  to  so  qualify  himself.  The  Library 
Committee  were  also  given  this  problem  to  solve. 


It  was  also  announced  that  a  letter  had  been  received 
asking  that  the  certificates  of  the  Bucharest  L'niversity, 
Koumania,  be  accepted  in  lieu  of  tlie  First  examinatiou. 
This  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Examiners  to  report  on. 

Mr.  Bottle  rose  to  say  that  the  resolution  of  the  Dover 
Chemists'  Association  was  in  no  way  due  to  his  opinion  or 
influence. 

This  terminated  the  public  business. 


Illiblanir  |U)urmaceuticu(  Association, 

A MEETING  of  the  Council  of  'i/his  Association  was  held  on 
June  7  at  Mason  College,  Birmingham,  Mr.  F.  J.  Gibson 
(the  retiring  I'resident)  in  the  chair.  The  following  c  llicers  for 
the  next  session  were  elected  ;  — President,  Mr.  Jeffrey  I'oole, 
Birmingham;  Vice-Presidents,  Mr.  J.  Barclay  and  Mr.  V.  ]l. 
Alcock  ;  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  C.  Mackenzie  ;  Hon.  Librarian, 
Mr.  J.  Barclay.  The  Council  received  with  considerable 
regret  the  resignation  of  Mr.  H.  S.  Shorthouse  as  Secretary. 
The  appointment  of  a  successor  was  left  in  the  hands  of  t he- 
new  President.  Mr.  T.  L.  Kceve  and  Jlr.  W.  S.  Bridgewood 
were  elected  Auditors,  and  the  Trade  Committee  was  chosen, 
as  follows: — Messrs.  F.  Adam,  G.  II.  I'.runt,  R.  D.  Gibbs, 
F.  J.  Gibson  (Wolverhampton),  F.  T.  Gibson  (Birmingham), 
W.  Jones,  J.  Poole,  Councillor  Price,  F.  II.  Prosser,  A. 
Southall,  C.  Thompson,  J.  Wakefield.  The  following  letter 
was  read  from  Mr.  W.  S.  Gljn-Jones,  Secretary  to  the 
P.A.T.A. 

De.\r  Sir,— It  lios  been  felt  that  our  ARsociution  is  not  making 
the  best  use  of  the  fact  that,  almost  without  e.xc-eption,  o\<.'ry  local 
chemists'  association  in  the  country  is  in  sympathy  with  our  work. 
First  of  all,  we  are  anxious  upon  all  our  stationery  to  give  a  list  of 
the  local  chemists'  associations  which  are  working  iii  conjunction 
with  us,  and  I  would  bo  glad  if  your  committee  will  give  nio 
permission  to  include  the  name  of  your  Association  in  such  a  list. 

As  you  will  know,  several  of  the  associations  have  at  different 
times  i^assed  resolutions  to  be  sent  to  various  proprietors,  and 
these  have  always  had  a  beneficial  effect.  I  think  that  the  useful- 
ness of  these  resolutions  would  be  very  much  enhanced  if  simul- 
taneous representations  were  made  from  all  (he  various  locaf. 
chemists'  asscciatious  throuf;hout  the  country,  and  to  this  end  we 
respectfully  suggest  (hat  the  committeeof  your  Association  should, 
meet  once  in  each  nicndi  to  consider  a  circular  which  will  he 
issued  by  us  to  all  the  local  associations  working  wi(li  us.  Such  a 
circular  would  really  be  an  epitome  of  (he  work  carried  on  during^ 
the  previous  month  at  headquarters  and  negotiations  which  would 
then  be  pending  b<;tweeu  particular  firms  and  this  Association.  It 
would  then  be  possible  for  your  connuittee  to  pass  resolutions  and 
to  make  representations  on  behalf  of  your  Association  to  the 
particular  proprietors,  and  also  to  send  any  suggestious  for  the- 
consideration  of  our  Council. 

This  work,  of  course,  can  be  done  either  by  your  ex'ecutivo 
committee,  or,  if  thought  preferable,  by  a  small  conmiittee  ap- 
pointed to  deal  specially  with  P.A.T.A.  matters.  It  would  be  of 
great  advantage  if  the  committees  in  the  various  towns  were  to 
meet  during  the  same  week  in  each  month — say,  for  instance,  the 
first  week.  Proprietors  and  other  firms  would  then  receive  from 
all  the  important  towns  in  the  land  simultaneous  communications 
on  behalf  of  the  local  chemists'  associations  in  their  districts.  No 
doubt,  if  this  can  be  arranged,  further  good  work  will  grow  out 
of  this  close  connection,  and  active  co-operation  ns  between  jour- 
selves  and  our  Councih  I  would  esteem  it  a  speciol  favour  if 
you  will  kindly  talce  the  earliest  opportuinty  of  getting  your 
committee's  decision  as  to  the  proposals  contained  in  this  letter. 

The  letter  was  referred  to  the  Trade  Committee. 

Mr.  Gibson  reported  the  receipt  of  a  communication 
from  Mr.  Hills,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
thanking  the  Association  fcr  the  very  cordial  welcome  ex- 
tended to  him  on  the  occasion  of  his  recent  visit  to 
Birmingham. 

The  letiiing  President  (Mr.  Gibson,  Wolverhampton)  and 
the  retiring  Secretary  were  heartily  thanked  for  their  services. 


At  the  conclusion  of  the  exhibition  in  Queen's  Hall  last 
week  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Medical,  Surgical,  and 
Hygienic  Exhibitors'  Association  presented  !Mr.  Frederick 
Weiss,  President,  with  a  beautiful  silver  bowl,  Mr.  F.  J. 
Rebman,  Hon.  Treasurer,  with  a  solid  silver  tea-set  and  a  cafe 
containii.'g  solid  silver  salt-cellars,  pepper-boxes,  and  mustard- 
pot,  Mr.  H.  Blau,  Hon.  Secretary,  with  a  cheque,  for  tfce 
aiduous  services  which  they  rendered  in  ptcmotirg  the 
exhibition. 
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COUNCIL  MEETING. 

THE  Council  met  on  Wednesday,  June  1,  at  67  Lower 
Mount  Street,  Dublin,  at  three  o'clock.  Tlie  President, 
Mr.  K.  J.  Downes,  was  in  the  chair,  and  the  other  members  of 
Council  who  attended  were : — The  Vice-President  (Mr. 
Beggs),  the  Honorary  Treasurer  (Mr.  Grindley),  ai.d  Messrs. 
Bernard,  Wells,  Porter.  Conyngham,  Hayes,  Kyan,  Kelly, 
Simpson,  Sullivan,  and  Dr.  Walsh. 

IXTER-SOCIETY  COUETESIES. 

The  President  stated  that  he  was  a  guest  at  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  and 
was  received  most  favourably  and  kindly.  When  his  office 
was  announced  many  persons  gathered  round  him,  expressed 
interest  in  the  Irish  Society,  and  made  personal  inquiries  for 
members  with  whom  they  were  acquainted.  The  dinner  and 
the  company  were  of  a  first-class  description.  In  responding 
to  the  toast  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  he 
was  not  very  well  able,  in  consequence  of  a  cold,  to  make 
himself  heard,  but  he  said  that  he  did  not  take  it  as  a 
personal  compliment  to  himself,  but  as  a  recognition  of  the 
position  of  the  Irish  Society  in  pharmacy.  The  President 
referred  to  them  as  a  "younger  bister,"  but  he  ventured  to 
take  exception  to  that  title  and  claimed  that  they  were  a 
"  younger  brother,"  saying  that  though  they  might  some- 
times be  unruly  and  huffy  they  would  be  always  found  to  be 
chivalrous.  He  said  that  they  looked  up  to  their  Society 
and  respected  them  for  their  boldness  and  their  talent,  and 
that  they  would  stand  by  them  as  far  as  they  could  and 
assist  them  in  the  project  that  they  had  in  hand,  and  that 
they  expected  the  ^ame  support  from  them.  The  sentiments 
that  he  expressed  were  well  received.  He  afterwards  had 
an  interviev;  with  the  President,  who  told  him  his  Society's 
view  of 

Company  Cases  in  England, 

and  said  that  they  did  not  expect  much  benefit  from  legisla- 
tion, but  that  they  would  assist  the  Irish  Society  a.s  far  as 
they  could,  and  hoped  that  they  woulil  succeed  in  getting 
the  clause  which  they  were  seeking,  introduced  into  the 
Companies  Act.  He  (the  President)  also  had  an  interview 
with  the  Duke  of  Abercorn,  who  received  him  very  graciously 
and  seemed  thoroughly  to  realise  their  position  ;  and  his 
Grace  promised  to  speak  to  influential  members  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  on  their  behalf.  He  (the  President) 
was  unable  to  see  the  Earl  of  Mayo,  but  he  left  a  letter  at  his 
house  to  which  he  had  since  received  a  reply ;  and  his 
Lordship  had  promised  to  present  their  petition  when  the 
House  should  meet  on  the  9th.  Everyday  he  was  in  London 
he  saw  Mr.  Clay,  who  expressed  strong  hopes  that  the 
Society  would  gain  their  point  when  the  Bill  got  into  Com- 
mittee. Within  the  last  few  days  the  General  Medical 
Council  had  nominated  three  of  their  members,  representing 
respectively  medicine,  surgery,  and  dentistry,  to  endeavour 
to  induce  the  Government  to  insert  a  clause  in  the  Bill  to 
prevent  the  registration  of  companies  seeking  to  carry  on 
medical,  surgical,  and  dental  practice.  If  they  should 
succeed  in  that  effort  he  thought  the  Council  would  hardly 
fail  in  theirs.  He  also  had  a  conversation  with  Professor 
Attfield,  who  came  to  him  to  explain  why  the  Irish  Society 
had  not  got  a  representative  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee of  the  Medical  Council.  He  said  that  they  were  not 
overlooked.  They  were  applied  to  in  1883  to  send  some  one 
to  work  on  that  Committee  ;  and  the  answer  they  then  gave 
was  that  they  had  no  one  who  was  competent  to  do  so.  Pro- 
fessor Attfield  conveyed  the  impression  that  he  thought 
they  were  still  in  the  same  position  ;  but  he  (the  President) 
thought  that  the  Council  might  have  been  favoured  with  an 
opportunity  of  giving  another  reply.  Since  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Council  one  of  their  examiners,  Mr.  M.  R.  Whitla,  had 
become  a  licentiate  of  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  and  of  Midwifery,  having  passed  all  the  examina- 
tions with  distinction  ;  and  therefore  they  might  be  satisfied 
that  they  were  possessed  of  men  fit  to  be  sent  to  the  General 
Medical  Council. 


English  and  Ieish  Peeliminaey  Exams. 

Mr.  Beenabd  :  Did  anything  occur  about  our  Preliminary 
examination  being  accepted  by  the  English  Society? 

The  Peesident  :  No  ;  it  was  not  refen-ed  to. 

Mr.  Beenaed  :  Because  I  think  acts  are  a  better  indica- 
tion of  feeling  than  promises. 

The  President  said  the  matters  which  he  had  mentioned 
did  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the  conversation  except 
incidentally,  and  mentioned  a  conversation  which  he  had  had 
with  Mr.  Holmes,  the  Curator  of  the  Museum  of  the  English 
Society. 

Mr.  Beenaed  :  They  did  receive  our  advances.  They 
accepted  our  birthright  when  we  accepted  their  Preliminary 
examination,  but  they  gave  us  nothing  in  return.  They  said 
it  was  not  expedient.  They  accepted  what  they  would  not 
give  to  us. 

The  President  :  When  I  saw  the  beautiful  cases  in  the 
Bloomsbury  museum,  I  remarked  that  I  would  go  back 
hungering  for  something  similar  here,  and  I  hope  we  may 
look  forward  to  having  a  place  for  specimens  other  than  our 
teaching-specimens. 

Mr.  Conyngham  said  they  should  not  forget  how  the 
English  Society  had  treated  them.  As  individuals  they  met 
them  very  nicely,  but  he  maintained  that  they  had  treated 
that  Society  in  the  past  in  a  most  unbecoming  manner. 
They  registered  drapers  and  ironmongers  and  anybody 
without  examination  so  long  as  the  individual  kept  open 
shop ;  and  yet  they  would  not  receive  into  their  warm  and 
big-hearted  bosoms  that  Society  which  registered  no  man 
without  examination.  He  (Mr.  Conyngham)  was  one  of  the 
sanguine  men  who  voted  for  receiving  the  English  Society's 
certificate  of  entrance  qualification,  but  now  they  would  nob 
take  theirs.  Therefore,  before  they  embraced  them  with  a 
warm  and  loving  heart,  they  should  look  at  the  beginning 
of  their  case. 

Mr  Kelly'  :  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  use  in  bringing- 
up  old  sores.  (Hear,  hear.)  We  should  clasp  their  hands 
in  friendship,  and  try  to  work  amicably  witli  them  for  the 
common  good.  No  doubt  1  felt  sore  about  our  Preliminary 
certificate  not  being  received  by  them — I  thought  it  was  due 
to  some  Act  of  Parliament.  But  they  ofi:er  to  help  us,  and 
we  offer  to  help  them,  so  let  us  woi-k  together  for  the  common 
good  of  pharmacy.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Bernard  said  Mr.  Kelly's  arguments  were  exactly 
the  arguments  that  were  used  when  they  gave  the 
English  Society  their  Preliminary  examination.  In  reply 
to  Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  Bernard  said  he  was  one  of  those  who 
voted  against  the  English  Preliminary  being  accepted  by  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Wells  said  he  was  not  a  member  of  the  Council  at  the 
time  the  English  Preliminary  was  accepted.  It  was  done 
one  or  two  jears  after  the  Society  was  started;  and  he 
believed  that  for  a  time  the  English  Society  accepted  their 
Preliminary.  But  they  never  asked  them  to  accept  theirs 
and  to  blame  the  present  Council  for  anything  that  was  done 
by  the  early  Councils  was  very  far-fetched.  But  he  agreed 
with  Mr.  Kelly  that  they  should  not  be  looking  back  to  the 
wrongs  of  the  past.  They  should  look  to  the  present  and  see 
what  advantages  were  to  be  gained  instead  of  keeping  old 
sores  running.  He  (Mr.  Wells)  believed  that  the  meeting  of 
pharmacists  at  the  Conference  would  do  a  great  deal  of 
good.  He  also  believed  that  they  had  a  good  friend  in  the 
President  of  the  English  Society,  and  that  he  was  anxious 
to  work  with  them. 

The  President  :  I  think  the  English  Society  are  disposed! 
to  turn  over  a  new  leaf,  and  we  ought  to  let  them  do  so  and 
not  be  raking  up  the  past.  They  are  now  inclined  to  work 
in  friendship  with  us,  and  we  should  show  the  same  face.  We, 
of  course,  are  not  going  to  give  away  arything  that  we 
possess,  or  to  ask  them  to  do  anything  similar.  They  have 
certainly  shown  themselves  very  friendly,  and  I  believe  the 
bulk  of  their  Council  are  friendly  towards  us  and  our  Society. 
At  the  same  time  there  may  be  matters  of  what  might  be 
called  legislation  between  us  at  which  we  are  not  both  ready 
to  jump.  I  believe  they  once  before  invited  our  President 
over. 

Mr.  Wells  :  They  always  do. 

The  President  :  Certainly,  I  was  very  kindly  received  and 
we  should  encourage  their  advances. 
The  subject  then  dropped. 
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A  New  Councilloe. 

Mr.  Wells  moved  that  Mr.  John  Edgar  Connor,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  of  Newry,  be  co-opted  a  member  of  the 
Council,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  R.  W.  McKnif^ht,  resigned.  He 
believed  Mr.  Connor  would  be  an  ornament  to  the  Council. 
He  knew  his  father,  Dr.  Connor,  very  well,  and  Mr.  J.  E. 
Connor  now  owned  and  conducted  his  father's  business. 
His  uncle,  Mr.  John  Mcllwaine,  was  formerly  a  member  of  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Hayes  said  he  had  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Beenaed  :  Whom  did  Mr.  McKnight  replace  1 
The  Registhai?  :  Mr.  M.  Whitla,  who  resigned. 
The  motion  passed  unanimously. 

Lettees 

were  received  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  ;  the  Board  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  Oxford 
University  ;  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  Ireland  ;  the 
Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Glasgow,  and  the 
University  of  Aberdeen,  with  reference  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Companies  Act  which  is  being  promoted  by  the 
Council. 

A  letter  from  the  Assistant  Under-Secretary,  Dublin  Castle, 
intimated  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  reduced  fines  im- 
posed on  Peter  Fitzpatrick,  at  Knocknaiiree  Petty  Sessions, 
to  10s.  in  each  case. 

Mr.  Beenaed  :  Was  it  a  5^.  fine  ? 

Mr.  Wells  :  Two  fines  of  5^.  each.  It  was  for  selling 
carbolic  acid,  and  was  the  first  case  against  him.  The  prose- 
cution was  by  the  police,  and  cost  us  nothing'. 

Examination  in  the  New  B  P. 

The  Vice-Peesident  :  Have  the  Council  decided  when 
they  will  examine  in  the  new  Pharmacopcaia  ? 

Mr.  Kelly  :  It  would  be  well  to  give  an  answer  to  that 
question  at  once. 

Later  on  this  matter  was  discussed  in  committee,  and  it 
•was  announced  to  be  their  opinion  that  the  examiners  must 
take  cognisance  of  the  new  British  Pharmacopccia,  but  that 
they  would  use  a  discretion  in  awarding  marks. 

Mr.  Doean  Resigns. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Arthur  L.  Doran  requested  that  his 
resignation  of  the  examinership  in  chemistry  should  be 
again  submitted  to  the  Council. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Contngham,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Simpson,  a  resolution  was  passed  accepting  Mr.  Doran's 
resignation,  and  expressing  regret  that  he  did  not  offer  him- 
self for  re-election. 

Is  Lieu  of  the  Peeliminaey. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Jolm  McCloy  stated  that  he  bad  passed 
the  Intermediate  Board  Junior  Grade  examination  in  all  the 
subjects,  and  requested  that  he  should  be  granted  Pre- 
liminary registration. 

The  Peesident  observed  that  under  the  regulation  at 
present  in  force  the  Council  were  obliged  to  accept  for  the 
purpose  of  the  preliminary  registration  of  students  examina- 
tions that  did  not  come  up  to  the  standard  of  their  own  Pre- 
liminary examination.  They  should  rescind  the  regulation, 
and  oblige  everybody  to  pass  their  own  examination,  and 
he  would  give  notice  of  a  motion  to  that  effect  for  the  next 
meeting. 

Mr.  CoNYNGHAM  :  Did  this  gentleman  pass  in  chemistry  ? 
The  President  :  No. 

Mr.  CoNYNGHAM  :  I  thought  that  was  a  compulsory  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Wells  :  Yes ;  but  we  must  accept  any  examination 
that  the  General  Medical  Council  accept,  and  they  accept 
this. 

)■  Mr.  CoNY'NGHAM  :  I  hope  the  day  will  come  when  we  will 
have  no  Preliminary  examination  at  all. 

The  application  of  Mr.  McCloy  was  granted. 

Othee  Business. 
The  Editor  of  the  Pkarinaceiitical  Journal  was  thanked 
for  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  The  British  Pharmacop<jeia,  1893." 
The  use  of  one  of  the  Society's  rooms  was  grantei  to 


Dr.  Walsh  for  a  meeting  of  the  Chemists'  Federation 
Society. 

Mr.  William  Corrigan,  of  Cclbridgc,  Dublin,  and  Mr. 
Andrew  Farrington,  Dublin,  were  elected  members  of  the 
Society. 

The  following  were  nominated  for  niember.-hip  : — Messrs. 
William  Kcdiiath,  Ballvmoncy;  Henry  Hunt,  Kiliiiacthomas 
CO.  Waterford  ;  W.  J.  Hardy,  Belfast;  and  Daniel  O'Sullivan.' 
Ratluuines,  Dublin. 

Some  further  business  having  been  disposed  of,  the  Council 
separated. 


flDarriaaes. 


Athey— JIarshall.— At  Morpetli  Wesleyan  Chapel,  on 
May  24,  by  the  Rev.  W.  0.  Robinson,  George  Iledley  Athey, 
Ph.C,  Rothbury,  to  Grace  Laidler  (Daisev),  daughter  of  tlie 
late  G.  T.  Marshall,  chemist,  Morpeth. 

Gaedinee— Mackay.— .\t  Vcitch  Park,  Haddington,  on 
June  1,  by  the  Rev.  R.  L.Walker,  MA.,  David  Gardiner, 
chemist,  Haddington,  to  Eliza  Wright,  daughter  of  the  late 
Bailie  Mackay,  ironfounder,  Haddington. 

Jones— Black  —On  May  17,  at  Claremont,  Cape  Colony, 
John  Edmund  Jones,  chemist,  .Mafeking,  British  Bcchuana- 
land,  son  of  Mr.  J.  Jones,  chemist,  Sainton,  to  Jeanie  Lang, 
second  daughter  of  Mr.  Thos.  Black,  Wynberg,  formerly  of 
Glasgow. 

Judge— Johnson— On  June  1,  at  Traffic  Street  Church, 
Derby,  by  the  Rev.  George  Cook,  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Gooderidge, 
and  the  bridegroom's  brother  (the  Rev.  Mr.  Judge),  Arthur 
Judge,  chemist  and  druggist.  Pear  Tree  Road,  Derby,  to 
Lottie,  daughter  of  Councillor  Johnson,  of  Renals  Street, 
Derby. 

Sidebottom— Redhead.— At  Church,  Accrington,  on 
June  1,  Mr.  Joseph  Sidebottom,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Church,  to  Miss  Redhead. 

Walton— Saundebs,— On  June  1,  at  Holy  Trinity 
Church,  Finchley  Read,  by  the  Rev.  B.  Hunt,  Mus.D., 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  F.  Bevan,  MA.,  Samuel  Archibald 
Walton,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  Cecilia  Gertrude,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Gordon  Saunders,  Mus.D.,  Greencroft  Gardens,  South 
Hampstead. 


2)eatb0. 


Baxter.— On  May  29,  at  Bromley,  Kent,  Alice  Emilv, 
third  daughter  of  Mr.  Wm.  Walmislcy  i3ixter,  pharmaceutical 
chemist.    Aged  34. 

COEY.— On  May  30,  at  High  Street,  Newport,  I.W.,  Mr. 
Francis  Albert  Cory,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  40.  The 
immediate  cause  of  death  was  bronchitis,  which  developed 
into  acute  phthisis. 

Pvbus-Sei.lon.— On  May  21,  ofT  Lisbon,  Mr.  J.  S.  Pybus- 
Sellon,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Johnson,  Matthey  &  Co., 
platinum  dealers  and  chemical  merchants,  Hatton  Garden. 
Aged  36.  The  late  Mr.  Pybus-Sellon  was  educated  at  Eton 
and  Paris,  and  had  been  a  director  of  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
Johnson,  Matthey  k.  Co.  for  about  twelve  years,  his  work 
being  principally  connected  with  the  chemical  department. 
The  deceased  gentleman  had  been  in  indifferent  health  for 
some  time,  and  it  was  while  returning  from  Brazil,  where  he 
had  hoped  to  recuperate,  that  he  died  and  was  buried 
at  sea. 

Shaw.— On  May  22,  at  Talbot  Street,  Dublin,  Lily,  wife 
of  Dr.  James  Shaw,  L.A.H. 

Staekey. — On  June  1,  at  Castlewood  Avenue,  Rathmines, 
Martha,  wife  of  Dr.  Starkey,  L.A.H.,  proprietor  of  Harvey  k. 
Starkey's  Medical  Hall,  Rathmines,  Dublin. 

Varney.— On  May  29.  at  71  High  Street,  Oxford,  Mr- 
Henry  George  Varney,  chemist  atd  druggist,  who  had  a 
paralytic  seizure  on  the  afternoon  of  his  death,  and  never 
recovered  consciousness. 
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On  Monday  evening  the  House  of  Commons  resumed  its 
labours  after  the  Whitsuntide  recess.  There  were  forty-five 
Bills  down  for  consideration,  either  in  second-reading  or  the 
committee  stage.    Amongst  them  was 

The  Phaemacy  Bill, 

-which  stood  eighty-first  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  but  that 
was  just  as  good  a  place  for  it  as  first,  because  the  House 
cleared  the  programme,  and  read  No.  91 — the  Wild  Birds 
Protection  (Ireland)  Bill — a  second  time— and  adjourned  at 
12  10  A.M.  The  sole  reason  for  the  Pharmacy  Bill  being 
passed  over  was  that  an  objection  was  taken  to  proceeding 
with  the  committee  stage,  and  accordingly  it  was  deferred 
until  Wednesday. 

Then  the  Bill  was  No.  3  on  the  list,  and  it  was  not  long 
before  it  was  reached,  and  clauses  1  and  2  (the  interpreta- 
tion clause  and  the  clause  making  "apprentices  or  students" 
eligible  to  be  elected  student-associates)  were  agreed  to 
without  discussion,  two  amendments  on  the  paper  in  the 
name  of  Mr.  Alexander  Cross,  and  one  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
Weir,  not  being  moved. 

On  clause  3,  which  made  all  registered  chemists  and  drug- 
gists eligible  to  be  elected  "members," 

Mr.  Yoxall  proposed  amendments— viz.,  the  italicised 
portions  of  the  following  : — 

Every  person  who  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act  shall 
have  been  registered  as  a  chemist  and  druggist,  or  who  shall 
hereafter  become  registered  as  a  chemist  and  druggist,  anil  who 
shall  be  also  an  associate  of  the  Society,  shall  be  eligible  to  be 
elected  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Society  according  to  the 
by-laws  thereof.  One-third  of  the  total  nmnber  of  the  members 
of  the  Council  shall  consist  of  chemists  and  druggists  who  are 
associates  of  the  Societij. 

He  said :  The  object  of  the  amendment  which  I  propose  to 
move  is  to  amend  the  present  educational-test  applied 
by  the  Society  to  those  students  who  wish  to  rank  as 
members  of  the  Society.  At  present  there  are  two 
tests  applying  to  two  ranks  in  the  Society  —  the 
Major  examination  applies  to  every  member,  and  the  Minor 
examination  qualifies  for  associates.  The  object  of  the  Bill 
is  to  allow  those  who  are  associates  to  become  members 
without  passing  a  higher  test.  I  am  aware  that  during  the 
lapse  of  years  the  lower  test  has  become  almost  as  stringent 
as  the  higher  test  used  to  be,  and  my  objection  to  this 
clause  is  removed  by  that  consideration,  and  I  should  be 
quite  willing  if  the  hon.  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would 
be  so  good  as  to  give  me  an  assurance  that  the  Society 
would,  in  view  of  a  subsequent  Bill,  take  into  consideration 
the  status  of  those  who  are  now  members  and  fellows,  so  as 
to  preserve  the  proportion  between  the  present  members 
and  the  present  associates.  If  he  would  give  me  that 
assurance  I  would  not  press  the  amendment  which  I  have 
•down.    May  I  hope  for  an  assurance  on  that  point  ? 

Colonel  Brookfield  :  I  do  not  like  to  pledge  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  but  I  promise  to  recommend  the  proposition 
of  the  hon.  member  to  them,  and  I  do  not  think  there  will 
be  any  opposition. 

Mr.  Yoxall ;  In  that  case  I  will  not  move  the  amendments 
which  stand  in  my  name. 

The  remaining  clauses  of  the  Bill,  dealing  with  the  retire- 
ment of  members  of  the  Council  by  rotation,  the  voting  for 
the  election  of  officers,  the  exclusion  of  Ireland  from  the 
operation  of  the  Act,  &c.,  were  agreed  to  without  discussion. 

Dr.  Clark :  There  was  a  new  clause  proposed  by  the  hon. 
member  for  the  Camlachie  Division  of  Glasgow,  and  I  want 
to  ask  the  Government — who,  I  understand,  are  practically 
in  favour  of  this  Bill — what  action  they  propose  to  take  in 
reference  to  this  matter.  The  hon.  member  (Mr.  Alexander 
Cross)  opposes  this  Bill  for  this  reason  :  he  is  a  wholesale 
seed-merchant,  and  he  is  in  the  habit  of  sending  out  to 
farmers  and  cattle-dealers  antiseptic  solutions  for  killing 
vermin,  and  some  of  these  contain  scheduled  poisons.  My 
hon.  friends  are  in  the  habit  of  sending  out  these  scheduled 
poisons  in  large  quantities,  mixed  with  other  things,  and  I 
understand  the  Society  is  trying  to  prevent  them  selling 
these  poisons  for  agricultural  or  commercial  purposes.  I 
understand  the  Government  have  practically  pledged  them- 
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selves  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Pharmaceutical  Act, 
in  order  that  men  of  this  type  may  be  able  to  sell  poisons 
for  agricultural  purposes,  so  that  farmers  and  others  might 
not  be  compelled  to  bay  them  from  chemi.sts  and  druggists, 
at  three  or  four  times  the  price  charged  by  those  firms  who 
deal  ia  them  in  large  quantities.  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
my  hon.  friend  has  put  down  his  amendment.  Unless  I  am 
given  to  understand  that  the  Government  intend  to  bring  in 
a  Bill,  I  should  be  inclined  to  move  this  new  clause.  The 
object  of  legislation,  I  take  it,  is  to  prevent  the  sale  of  drugs 
for  medicinal-purposes  by  individuals  who  are  not  qualified 
to  do  so,  and  what  we  want  is  to  get  from  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society  an  assurance  that  they  will  not  use  the  powers 
they  have  got  from  Parliament  for  one  purpose  entirely  for  a 
different  purpose.  At  the  present  time,  the  nearest  chemist's 
shop  to  this  house  is  kept  by  a  man  who  is  unqualified. 
By  calling  his  shop  a  drug-store,  and  refusing  to  sell  certain 
poisons,  a  man  can  evade  the  Pharmacy  Act  altogether. 
What  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  ought  to  do  is  to  get  the 
Act  amended,  so  as  to  get  further  powers  to  deal  with  a  case 
of  this  kind,  and  not  to  attempt  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
poisons  for  other  than  medicinal  purposes.  I  don't  know 
whether  the  hon.  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  will  give  a 
pledge  of  that  kind,  otherwise  I  would  move  this  new 
clause. 

Dr.  Farquharson:  I  don't  think  it  matters  for  what 
purpose  poisons  are  going  to  be  used  ;  what  we  want  to  do 
is  to  stop  their  unrestricted  sale.  This  Bill  gives  no  extra 
powers  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  That  Society  has 
done  good  work  in  the  past,  in  trying  to  prevent  a  great  and 
growing  evil,  by  putting  a  stop  to  the  system  under  which 
associations  which  called  themselves  drug-stores  were  able 
to  elude  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  go 
on  selling  dangerous  poisons  without  let  or  hindrance. 
(Hear,  hear.)  There  is  nothing  in  this  Bill  which  regulates 
the  sale  of  poisons,  and  the  hon.  member  in  proposing  that 
we  should  add  to  the  measure  a  clause  authorising  the  sale 
of  dangerous  poisons  in  the  form  of  agricultural  manures 
and  things  of  that  kind  is  raising  a  very  dangerous  and 
difficult  question.  My  hon.  friend  will  be  well  advised  not 
to  stir  up  this  question,  because  many  of  us  believe  that 
there  is  a  very  dangerous  principle  involved  in  these  very 
powerful  poisons  beifg  sold  by  agricultural  chemists  without 
any  restriction  whatever.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Channing  :  I  should  like  to  say  in  support  of  what  has 
fallen  from  the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeenshire  (Dr. 
Farquharson)  that  we  have  had  during  the  last  few  days  a 
striking  example  of  how  extremely  undesirable  it  is  that  the 
present  lax  regulations  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  dangerous 
poisons  should  be  continued.  The  case  which  is  present  in 
all  our  minds  led  to  a  frightful  murder,  owing  to  the 
facilities  with  which  a  person  can  obtain  poisons  even  in  a 
chemist's  shop,  and  if  public  attention  is  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  they  can  obtain  scheduled  poisons  on  the  excuse  of 
wanting  them  for  agricultural  purposes  surely  the  danger 
would  be  extremely  great.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  do  not  think  my 
hon.  friend  would  be  well  advised  to  press  the  amendment. 

Dr.  Clark  :  Poisons  such  as  are  used  for  agricultural 
purposes  cannot  be  used  for  the  purpose  indicated  by  the 
hon.  member,  because  they  must  be  mixed  with  indigo 
blue  or  soot,  and  they  could  not  possibly  be  used  in  that 
form  for  a  different  purpose.  The  new  clause  which  I  pro- 
pose to  move  is  as  follows  : — 

That  nothing  in  this  Act,  nor  in  the  Act  to  regulate  the  sale  of 
poisons,  31  and  32  Victoria,  c.  121,  entitled  the  Pharlnacy  Act, 
1868,  shall  apply  to  or  interfere  with  the  business  of  persons  who 
are  engaged  in  the  sa,le,  distribution,  or  manufacture  of  insecti- 
cides, destroyers  of  vermin,  or  disease-germs  in  plants,  of  ant- 
destroyers,  of  preparations  for  prevention  of  disease  in  potatoes, 
grain,  or  other  field  or  garden  crops,  or  for  the  preservation  and 
protection  of  plants  from  disease  in  greenhouses  or  in  the  open 
air,  or  for  other  such  or  similar  purposes,  or  of  sheep-dips  or 
wool-dressings,  or  other  articles  used  for  such  purposes. 

Now,  Sir,  the  condition  of  things  at  the  present  time  is 
perfectly  ridiculous  Some  very  powerful  poisons  are  not 
scheduled  at  all,  and  anyone  can  sell  them.  Take,  for  in- 
stance, carbolic  acid,  that  is  not  a  scheduled  poison,  but  it 
is  one  of  the  most  dangerous  poisons  that  can  be  had,  and 
yet  anyone  can  get  it  in  any  quantity  anywhere.  This 
Bill,  I  know,  is  only  a  small  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  admitting 
associates  as  members  of  the  Society,  but  now  that  we  have 
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got  the  question  before  us  I  want  to  ask  the  Government* 
and  perhaps  I  should  address  my  question  to  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Local  Government  Board,  whether  they  intend  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  dealing  with  this  question.  We  want  legisla- 
tion in  order  that  the  purposes  and  object  of  tbe  Pharmacy  Act 
may  be  carried  out;  that  there  shall  be  strongrestrictions  upon 
the  sale  of  poisons,  especially  on  the  sale  of  poisons  that  are 
not  mixed  with  soot  or  glue  to  prevent  them  being 
used  for  improper  purposes.  We  want  to  increase 
the  number  of  scheduled  poisons  so  that  instead  of 
having  only  half  a  dozen,  the  list  may  include  all  poisons 
except  those  which  are  mixed  with  other  articles,  and  cannot 
be  separated  except  by  a  chemical  process,  so  that  none  but 
chemists  can  extract  poison  in  such  a  form  that  it  could  be 
used  for  the  purpose  indicated  by  my  hon.  friend. 
Unless  I  get  an  assurance  from  the  Government  that  they 
intend  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Pharmacy  Act,  I  shall 
take  a  division  on  this  amendment. 

The  Chairman  (Mr.  Lowther) :  The  hon.  baronet,  the 
member  for  Wigan.  asked  me  whether  this  clause  was  in 
order,  and  I  said  1  thought  it  was,  but,  after  hearing  the 
arguments,  I  must  say  that  I  think  I  made  a  mistake  in 
accepting  the  words  in  the  first  two  lines — "  nor  in  the  Act  to 
regulate  the  sale  of  poisons,  31  &  32  Vict.,  c.  121,  entitled 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868."  The  clause  would  be  in  order 
with  the  omission  of  these  words. 

Dr.  Clark  :  I  will  put  it  in  that  form. 

Sir  F.  S.  Powell :  It  is  rather  a  strong  order  to  bring  into 
a  Bill  of  this  kind  dealing  with  the  constitution  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  a  clause  dealing  with  the  regulation  of 
the  sale  of  poisons.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  do  not  think  it  is  quite 
fair  to  the  House,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  to  the  public 
who  have  a  large  interest  in  this  question.  I  do  not  think  it 
is  a  reasonable  proposal  to  introduce  a  provision  of  this  kind 
into  the  Bill,  and  I  hope  the  hon.  member  will  not  press 
it  to  a  division.  His  object  is  not  at  all  the  same  as  that  of 
the  hon.  member  for  the  Camlachie  Division  of  Glasgow. 
The  object  of  the  hon.  member  for  Caithness  is  that  which 
all  right-minded  men  have  at  heart,  including  her  Majesty's 
Government,  viz  ,  to  restrict  the  sale  of  poisons,  or  to  put  the 
sale  under  thoroughly  sound  restrictions,  to  enlarge  the 
schedule  rather  than  to  restrict  it,  but  the  object  of  the 
hon.  member  who  sits  on  this  side  of  the  House  (Mr.  Cross) 
— I  hope  I  am  not  attributing  to  him  any  criminal  motive — 
(laughter) — his  object  is  to  facilitate  the  sale  of  poisons 
which  in  the  particular  business  for  which  he  is  responsible, 
are  used  for  a  useful  and  proper  purpose.  I  think  most 
members  of  the  Committee  will  agree  that  so  seriousa  proposal 
as  is  contained  in  the  new  clause  which  has  been  sug- 
gested should  not  be  tacked  on  at  the  end  of  what  is 
virtually  a  private  Bill  for  the  better  government  and  con- 
stitution of  a  perfectly  harmless  and  respectable  corporation. 
(Hear,  hear.)  For  this  reason  it  is  impossible  to  accept  the 
amendment,  although  I  sympathise  entirely  with  the  object 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Caithness. 

Mr.  John  Burns  :  It  is  evident  by  the  discussion  that  has 
taken  place  that  the  regulations  under  which  poisons  of 
many  kinds  can  be  sold  are  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  state, 
and  the  hon.  member  who  has  charge  of  this  Bill — and,  I 
presume,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  when  by  this  Bill  we 
have  improved  the  status  of  their  members— will,  I  hope,  be 
willing  to  give  the  House  of  Commons  all  the  assistance  they 
can  in  the  endeavour  to  put  the  regulation  for  the  sale  of 
poisons  on  a  satisfactory  footing.  I  support  the  general 
objects  of  this  Bill.  Anything  that  will  educate  chemists,  or 
anyone  else,  will  certainly  have  my  support.  I  believe  that 
the  average  chemist  and  mixer  of  poisons  are  capable  of  much 
education  in  the  right  direction.  I  believe  that,  when  they 
are  properly  educated,  and  properly  qualified,  and  properly 
controlled,  the  sale  of  p>oisons  will  be  restricted  to  proper 
persons.  I  venture  to  say  that  chemists  and  druggists  con- 
nected with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  have  not  fully 
recognised  the  duty  which  they  owe  to  the  public,  and  that 
as  soon  as  they  have  put  their  own  house  in  order,  they  must 
join  either  with  the  Government  or  with  the  hon.  member 
who  has  charge  of  the  Bill  in  putting  the  sale  of  poisons 
under  such  conditions  that  the  wholesale  seed-mer- 
chants, the  sellers  of  sheep-dip,  the  sellers  of  marine 
scaling  compositions  and  other  trades  which  must  have 
poisons  for  the  proper  carrying  on  of  their  business  are  not 
handicapped  by  the  legislation  which  has  been  passed  in  the 


interests  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  If  tlie  hon.  mem- 
ber will  accept  the  suggestion  which  I  offer  he  will  facilitate 
the  passing  of  his  Bill.  Coming  from  that  point  to  another, 
I  would  like  to  mention  (hat  the  members  of  the  Pliarnia- 
ceutical  Society  have  much  to  improve  in  their  own  body. 
There  have  been  recent  poisoning-cases  in  which  members 
of  this  Society  have  shown  great  laxity  within  the  la.st  four 
or  five  months.  I  do  not  want  to  weary  the  House  with 
instances,  but  let  us  take  the  poisoning  of  Mrs.  Avuling  at 
Norwood.  If  the  chemist  from  whom  that  poison  was 
obtained  had  done  his  d\ity  to  the  public  that  lamentable 
e\ent  might  have  been  avoided.  The  mere  passing  of  thi.s 
Bill  would  not  prevent  a  recurrence  of  these  cases  unless  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  undertake  that  they  will  put  the  law  as. 
it  stands  into  operation  with  all  the  vigour  they  are  capable  of. 
Acts  of  Parliament  are  all  very  well,  but  it  they  are  enforceii 
with  laxity  there  is  not  nmch  good  even  in  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. I  would  suggest  to  the  hon.  member,  who  is  likely  to- 
get  his  Bill  to-day,  that  he  should  read  into  the  Bill  the 
various  suggestions  that  have  been  made  with  regard  to  the 
future  sale  of  poisons  generally,  and  that  he  should  tell  hi.s 
friends  who  are  promoting  the  Bill  that  they  must  use  tlieir 
powers  with  greater  courage  and  greater  discretion  in  the 
interests  not  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  alone,  but  in  the 
interests  of  the  general  public. 

Colonel  Denny  did  not  think  there  was  any  danger  in 
leaving  the  sale  of  poisons  used  for  commercial  and  ag-icul- 
tural  purposes  under  the  same  regulations  as  at  present. 

Dr.  Farquharson  pressed  the  Government  to  explain  their 
intentions  with  respect  to  a  futiire  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Eussell  :  The  Local  Government  Board  have  na 
interest  in  this  Bill  ;  it  is  not  a  matter  which  comes  within 
our  province  at  all,  but  after  the  discussion  that  has  taken 
place,  I  think  the  hon.  member  for  Caithness  would  be 
well  advised  to  withdraw  his  amendment,  which  raises  a 
question  altogether  outside  the  scope  of  this  Bill. 

Dr.  Clark  :  I  do  not  wish  to  widen  the  scope  of  this  Bill, 
but  I  press  upon  the  Government  the  fact  that  the  present 
condition  of  things  is  very  unsatisfactory.  There  are  a 
number  of  very  deadly  poisons  that  are  sold  practically  without 
any  restriction,  in  fact  the  poison-law  is  a  ridiculous  farce. 
There  is  no  check,  for  instance,  on  the  sale  of  one  of  the 
most  deadly  poisons — cyanide  of  potassium — a  single  grain 
of  which  will  kill  a  person.  It  is  used  very  much  in  the 
arts,  and  in  Wales  it  is  used  in  gold-production,  and  if  you 
are  making  any  change  you  should  assuredly  put  some 
restriction  on  the  sale  of  this  particular  poison. 
The  reason  why  opposition  was  raised  by  the  hon. 
member  for  one  of  the  divisions  of  Glasgow  was 
because,  as  a  wholesale  seed-merchant,  he  had  been  selling 
for  years  a  preparation  of  arsenic  and  soot.  The  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  lately  instituted  a  prosecution  against  him 
for  selling  this  compound,  and  it  was  in  conseque'^ce  of  that 
he  put  down  this  amendment,  and  in  his  absence  I  moved 
it.  At  the  same  time  I  hope  something  will  be  done  to 
further  restrict  the  sale  of  poisons,  especially  in  quantities 
that  will  destroy  human  life.  At  the  present  time  any 
person  could,  by  giving  a  fictitious  name,  purchase  as  much 
poison  as  would  kill  every  member  of  this  House.  What  we 
want  to  do  is  to  have  the  system  further  amended  under 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  to  have  the  schedule  of  poisons 
revised  with  the  view  to  its  extension.  I  beg  leave  to  with- 
draw the  amendment. 

The  schedule  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  was  reported  to 
the  House  without  amendment. 

Colonel  Brookfield  formally  moved  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  .John  Burns  :  On  the  third  reading  may  we  have  .some 
expression  of  opinion  from  tlie  hon.  member  as  to  the  effect 
on  the  promoters  of  this  Bill  of  the  general  discussion  that 
has  taken  place  ? 

Col.  Brookfield  :  I  shall  indicate  to  the  Society  the  wishes 
of  the  hon.  member  and  others  that  they  should  give  more 
strict  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  regulations  for  the  sale 
of  poisons  ;  and  if  I  could  also  persuade  the  Society  to  fall 
in  with  the  proposals  that  the  Government  make  in  that 
direction  it  will  be  my  duty  to  do  so.  I  entirely  .\vmpathise 
with  the  views  of  the  hon.  member,  but  the  whole  intention 
of  this  measure  is  to  make  the  position  of  the  Pharmaceutica) 
Society  more  democratic  than  it  has  been,  and  in  that 
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endeavour  I  think  we  may  claim  the  sympatliy  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Battcrsea. 

Mr.  John  Burns  :  In  consequence  of  the  answer  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  member  I  don't  propose  to  offer  any  opposition 
(to  the  Bill. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  amid  cheers. 

The  Petroleum  Committee's  Finding 

will  probably  leave  the  matter  about  low  flash-point  burning- 
oils  exactly  where  it  was  before  the  Committee  took  evidence. 
Mr.  Jesse  Collings,  the  chairman,  will,  it  is  believed,  invite 
the  Committee  to  endorse  the  theory  formulated  by  the  late 
Sir  Vivian  IMajendie,  that,  bearing  in  mind  the  injurious 
■eiiect  which  the  raising  of  the  flash-point  would  have  upon 
trades  employing  petroleum  for  purposes  other  than  illumi- 
nation, the  best  method  of  remedying  existing  evils  will  be 
to  prohibit  the  use  of  unsafe  lamps.  Mr.  Ure,  the  member 
for  Linlithgow,  who  speaks  for  the  Scotch  oil-companies, 
has  drawn  up  an  alternative  report  recommending  the  raising 
•of  the  flash-point  from  73°  to  100°  F.  The  Committee  will 
meet  to  decide  the  matter  on  Friday  of  next  week. 

Phossy  Jaw. 

Several  questions  were  asked  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Tuesday  relative  to  the  prohibition  of  the  use  of  yellow 
phosphorus  in  the  manufacture  of  matches.  In  reply,  the 
Home  Secretary  said  that  he  was  making  inquiries  as  to  the 
use  of  yellow  phosphorus  in  France  and  other  foreign 
•countries,  but  addedfthat  though  he  had  power  to  regulate 
iie  had  none  to  prohibit  the  use  of  yellow  phosphorus. 

Postal  Refoems. 

Mr.  Henniker-Heaton  still  keeps  up  his  endeavours  to  ex- 
tract the  Post  Office  from  red-tape  coils.  He  has  during 
the  Whitsuntide  recess  formulated  five  notices  of  motion  on 
jjostal,  telegraphic,  and  telephonic  subjects.  The  first  deals 
with  the  whole  difficulty  of  getting  the  postal  authorities 
to  accept  reforms,  and  suggests  the  formation  of  a  postal 
and  telegraphic  consultative  committee,  to  consist  of  twenty- 
six  members  representing  Parliament  and  all  commercial 
interests  outside,  with  the  Postmaster-General  as  president. 
Mr.  Heaton  specifies  fourteen  subjects  which  should  imme- 
diately be  settled  by  such  a  committee.  This  motion  is  put 
■down  for  "  an  early  day."  The  next  motion  deals  with  the 
•purchase  of  the  telephones;  the  third  proposes  to  abolish 
[porterage  on  telegrams ;  the  fourth  is  intended,  to  make 
•compound  words  chargeable  as  one  word,  and  to  make 
names  and  addresses  for  telegrams  free  if  they  do  not  exceed 
■eight  words;  the  fifth  motion  refers  to  the  acquisition  of 
cables  ''in  the  interests  of  the  Empire."  At  the  present 
time  these  proposals  of  Mr.  Heaton  seem  impossible  of 
realisation  ;  but  so  were  some  which  he  has  succeeded  in 
■carrjing. 

The  Companies  Bill 

•is  fated  not  to  get  out  of  the  Lords  this  session.  At  least, 
that  is  the  opinion  of  I\Ir.  A.  J.  Balfour,  who,  on  Monday, 
while  speaking  of  the  course  of  public  business,  said  so. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  has  drawn  the  eyes 
of  the  nation  upon  itself  by  its  action  in  regard  to  the  regis- 
tration of  companies  to  do  acts  for  which  a  course  of 
•education  and  examination  is  required  to  qualify,  unless 
■each  member  of  the  company  is  qualified.  One  parliamen- 
tary critic  asks : — 

Will  every rsliareliolder  in  the  Civil  Service  Supply  Associationi 
liimited,  have  to  be  a  qualified  chemist,  because  the  Stores  has  a 
■drug-department  ?  However,  the  petitioners  have  some  justifica- 
tioii  on  their  side,  and  we  would  that  every  member  of  every 
■company  better  understood  the  business  in  which  he  places  his 
money.  But  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  princii^le  will  not  be 
carried  too  far.  As  railways  are  not  registered  companies,  the 
stockholders  cannot,  perhaps,  be  expected  to  be  able  to  build  an 
engine,  or  even  to  drive  it.  But  breweries  are  registered,  and  the 
prospect  is  awful  of  shareholders  having  to  be  able  to  brew  beer 
iis  well  as  drink  it.  And  what  qiialifications  will  be  required,  or, 
rather,  whatiqualifications  will  not  be  required,  in  a  shareholder 
•of  Whiteley's,  when  later  in  the  year  the  great  business  is  floated 
as  a  limited-liability  comiiany  ? 


"  Your  '  Pharmaceutical  Formulas '  supplies  a  '  long- felt 
want,'  and  should  be  quite  indispensable."— Me.  A.  E. 
HouFTON  (Alfreton). 
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THE  COPYRIGHT  OF  PRICE-LISTS. 

Ix  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  on 
Tuesday  an  application  was  made  to  Mr.  Justice  North  to 
grant  an  injunction  restraining  one  firm  of  druggists  from 
copying  and  using  as  their  own  the  price-list  of  another 
druggist.  Mr.  Terrell,  Q  C,  appeared  for  the  pbiintilT,  and 
Mr.  Vernon  Smith,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  George  Cave  for  the 
defendants.  The  parties  agreed  to  treat  the  hearing  as  the 
trial  of  the  action. 

In  opening  the  case  Mr.  Terrell  stated  that  his  client,  Mr. 
Collis,  was  a  druggist,  trading  as  '■  The  Bath  Drug  Company. ' 
The  defendants  were  Messrs.  Cater,  StafEell  &  Forth,  a  rival 
firm.  Tae  defendants,  instead  of  making  out  a  price-list  of 
their  own,  copied  the  plaintiff's.  On  his  remoustrating  they 
denied  having  done  so,  but  at;  length  admitted  that  they  had. 
So  exact  was  the  copy  that  the  mistakes  in  the  one  were 
reproduced  in  the  other.  Their  defence  was  that  the  plain- 
tifi"  was  not  entitled  to  an  injunction  because  there  was  no 
copyright  in  a  price-list. 

His  Lordship :  On  the  contrary,  I  thought  the  contrary  had 
been  decided. 

Mr.  Terrell :  That  is  so,  in  fact,  if  the  compilation  has 
taken  time  and  labour.  The  man  who  has  spent  labour  upon 
it  has  copyright  in  it.  This  being  his  Lordship's  view,  con- 
tinued the  learned  counsel,  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  read 
the  affidavits.  They  contained  the  admission  that  the 
defendants  had  copied  the  price-lists. 

Mr.  ^'ernon  Smith,  in  reply  to  a  question  from  his  Lord- 
ship, said  that  there  was  no  question  of  facts.  The  de- 
fendants' manager  had  to  prepare  a  list  of  articles  for  fale, 
and  he  undoubtedly  copied  from  the  plaintiff's  list.  Iha"; 
was  what  everyone  did.  It  was  what  the  plaintiff  himself 
must  have  done. 

His  Lordship  :  There  must  be  material,  but  that  does  not 
necessarily  imply  copying  from  someone  else's  catalogue. 

Mr.  Vernon  Smith  submitted  that  the  defendants  were 
entitled  to  do  as  they  had  done.  In  so  doing  they  had  not 
been  guilty  of  piracy.  What  they  had  done  had  been  done 
in  perfect  innocence.  Their  manager  simply  utilised  an 
existing  list  for  the  purpose  of  making  out  his  own  list. 

His  Lordship:  But  that  would  not  entitle  you  to  goon 
doing  so. 

Mr.  Vernon  Smith  :  Not  if  it  is  illegal.  The  other  side, 
continued  the  learned  counsel,  said  that  the  defendants  did 
not  admit  copying  the  list  till  the  last  moment.  The  fact 
was  that  when  the  affidavits  were  being  made  out  the 
manager  admitted  he  had  copied  the  price-list  of  the 
plaintiff.  But  before  that  the  plaintiff  had  demanded  an 
apology.  The  defendants,  thinking  they  were  within  their 
rights,  declined  to  make  one.  The  question  now  was 
whether  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  bring  an  action  to 
restrain  the  defendants  from  selling  from  a  catalogue  which 
corresponded  with  the  plaintiff's.  In  a  mere  list  of  prices, 
he  submitted,  there  could  be  no  copyright. 

His  Lordship  pointed  out  that  the  making  of  a  catalogue 
involved  something  more  than  this. 

Mr.  Vernon  Smith  said  the  point  was  whether  or  no  the 
plaintiff  could  prevent  the  defendants  from  putting  down 
articles  that  were  in  his  list. 

His  Lordship  said  that  if  this  were  a  mere  alphabetical 
list — if  the  same  sources  were  consulted  by  the  defendant.s 
as  by  the  plaintiff,  and  the  same  result  were  then  achieved 
— it  would  be  another  matter.    But  such  was  not  the  case. 

Mr.  Vernon  Smith  repeated  that  the  point  was  whether 
the  plaintitf  could  claim  protection  for  his  catalogue. 

His  Lordship  suggested  that  the  same  principle  would 
justify  a  man,  instead  of  doing  a  day's  work  himself,  appro- 
priating the  results  of  the  labour  of  another  man. 

Mr.  Vernon  Smith  observed  that  the  case  instanced  by  his 
Lordship  was  one  of  "  One  day's  work  and  one  day's  pay." 
Here  the  mateiial  was  at  every  one's  disposal.  There  was 
no  stealing  a  man's  labour.  Supposing  the  defendants  had 
compiled  the  catalogue  from  several  sources,  as  might  easily 
have  been  done  ? 

His  Lordship:  Then  the  list  was  not  one  of  the  things 
you  had  actually  to  sell.    That  is  worse  than  I  supposed. 
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It  is  no  longer  a  list  of  your  articles,  but  a  list  of  another 
person's  things,  which  you  are  willing  to  sell. 

Mr.  A'ernon  Smith  questioned  if  any  tradesman  kept  all 
the  goods  he  advertised  in  his  price-lists  in  stock.  No  drug- 
stores kept  everything  in  stock.  As  to  the  list  being  the 
plaintiff's  exclusive  property,  he  submitted  that  the  cata- 
logue of  another  druggist  would  lead  one  to  suppose  that 
the  plaintiif  had  himself  been  indebted  to  a  former  com- 
piler. 

His  Lordship :  If  you  mean  to  tell  me  that  a  great  deal  of 
copying  is  done,  I  am  not  going  to  say  there  is  any  im- 
probability in  your  statement.  But  you  have  not  sliown 
that  the  plaintiif  has  copied. 

Mr.  Vernon  Smitli  was  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  had 
copied  from  the  list  of  another  druggist.  Then  why  should 
he  object  to  be  copied  from  in  turn  ?  What  the  defendants 
did  was  innocently  done,  with  no  intention  of  robbery  or  of 
piracy.  It  was  merely  the  adoption  of  a  convenient  means 
of  compiling  a  list  of  w^hat  they  had  to  sell.  Every  person 
who  made  such  a  list  as  the  plaintiff's  did  it  at  his  own  risk. 
Any  person  might  fay,  "The  same  articles  he  sells,  I'll  sell 
at  the  same  price."  That  was  what  the  defendants  had 
done. 

Mr.  Cave  followed  on  the  same  side.  He  maintained  that 
a  book  in  order  to  be  copyright  must  have  literary  value  and 
literary  merit. 

His  Lordship  hazarded  the  opinion  that  a  post-oflice 
directory  could  not  be  said  to  possess  literary  merit. 

Mr.  Cave  said  that  there  must  then  be  head-labour. 

His  Lordship:  You  may  call  it  head-labour,  but  there 
must  be  head-labour  in  compiling  a  catalogue. 

Jlr.  Cave:  I  submic  not.  The  plaintiff  seeks  to  protect 
what  is  not  his  own.  He  is  seeking  to  protect  for  his  own 
benefit  what  is  not  his  ht  all.  A  person  to  obtain  copyright 
must  show  that  his  work  is  original.  There  is  very  little  in 
plaintiff's  catalogue  that  does  not  appear  in  others. 

The  hearing  was  adjourned  till  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Cave  having  concluded  his  argument.  His  Lordship 
gave  judgment.  The  case,  he  said,  was  a  very  simple  one. 
Looking  at  the  catalogues  of  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendants 
they  seemed  to  be  both  price-lists  by  their  respective  pro- 
prietors of  the  goods  they  sold.  The  book  of  the  defendant's 
was  much  the  larger  of  the  two.  But  his  attention  had 
been  called  to  page  53  in  the  plaintiff's  catalogue  and  page  57 
in  the  defendants'.  The  heading  of  both  pages  was  the 
same — "  Bath  Drug  Company's  Prices  Current.  Drugs  and 
chemicals,  including  veterinary  medicines  and  photographic 
chemicals."  The  number  of  pages  setting  forth  tnese 
articles  was  identically  the  same.  Defendants  had  obtained 
their  catalogues  of  these  goods  simply  by  copjing  from  the 
plaintiffs.  The  copying  was  admitted.  He  quite  admitted 
the  difficulty  of  persons  carrying  on  these  trades  setting  to 
work  to  prepare  a  full  catalogue,  which  catalogue  should  be 
substantially  different  from  another.  But  in  the  present 
case  there  had  been  no  attempt  at  difference.  It  was 
simply  and  solely  a  caseof  copying.  Was  that  justifiable  ? 
It  was  admitted  that  the  plaintiff  had  done  everything  to 
secure  for  himself  the  copyright  of  this  catalogue.  But  it 
was  said  that  this  catalogue  was  not  subject  to  copyright. 
He  could  not  agree  with  that  contention.  The  law  has 
made  a  street  directory  a  subject  for  copyright,  and  a  trade 
catalogue  must  stand  on  the  same  footing.  Both  compila- 
tions involved  considerable  time  and  labour.  Xo  man  had 
any  right  to  take  the  work  of  another  man,  and  use  it  for 
his  own  advantage  without  any  recognition.  This  was  a 
case  in  which  the  law  said  there  was  ground  for  granting  an 
injunction.  There  must,  therefore,  be  an  injunction  re- 
straining the  defendants  from  publishing  the  catalogue  of 
the  plaintiff,  or  any  part  or  parts  of  it. 


LEECH  V.  PATENT  STOPPER  BOX  AND  STAMP 
COMPANY  (LIMITED). 

Ix  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice, 
on  June  8,  the  trial  of  this  action  came  before  Mr.  Justice 
Wills  and  a  special  jury.  The  action  was  brought  to  recover 
a  sum  of  1,115^.,  which  the  plaintiff  claimed  was  due  to  him 
by  the  defendant  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  building  contract 
dated  June  19,  1896.  The  defendants  are  fancy-box  makers, 
and  their  defence  was  that  the  contract  was  not  completed 
in  the  stipulated  time  and  that  they  were  entitled  to  set-off 


penalties  or  liquidated  damages  in  respect  of  the  alleged 
delay. 

As  the  plaintiff's  case  was  proceeding,  a  settlement  was 
arrived  at.  with  tiie  result  tliat  judgment  was  entered  for  the 
plaintiff  for  310/.  5\.  without  costs  the  money  in  court 
to  be  paid  out  to  the  plaintiffs,  and  to  be  deducted  from  the 
310/.  5<.  Mr.  Justice  Wills  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  both 
parties  had  acted  wisely  in  settling  the  matter,  as  probably 
neither  of  them  would  have  succeeded  absolutely. 


RIVAL  BU'ES. 
In  the  action  Edge  v.  Gallon,  in  which  the  plaintiffs 
allege  thacthe  defendants  are  p;issingoff  wasliing  or  laundry 
l)lue  as  theirs,  an  application  was  made  before  Mr.  Justice 
Stirling  on  Tuesday,  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs,  to  have  the 
trial  advanced,  but  his  Lordship  declined. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Is  LiME-WATEE  LIABLE  TO  DECOMPO.SITION  ? 

At  the  Thames  Police  Court  on  June  3,  Mr.  F.  W.  Beck, 
solicitor,  applied  to  Mr.  Mead,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn- 
Jones,  to  state  a  case  in  regard  to  the  non-validilv  of  tlie 
analy^t■s  certificate  to  which  the  defendant  objected  on  the 
previous  Friday.  Mr.  Mead  said  lie  had  not  promised  to 
stale  a  case,  but  onlj'  to  consider  the  matter. 

Mr.  Beck  said  that  Le  had  a  copy  of  The  Chemkst  akd 
Druggist,  in  which  the  case  was  fully  reported.  He  read 
the  Magistrate's  decision,  as  appeared  therein,  and  handed 
the  copy  to  the  Magistrate. 

Mr.  Mead :  That  was  so ;  but  you  can  appeal  to  the 
Quarter  Sessions  upon  the  facts. 

Mr.  Beck  submitted  that  that  was  not  necessary,  as  he 
was  satisfied  with  the  finding  upon  fact  by  the  JIapistrate, 
and  was  desirous  of  testing  the  validity  of  the  cerlilicate. 

Mr.  Mead:  I  admit  that  there  may  be  some  point  in  that, 
but  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  sufficient  to  justify  my  stating  a 
ca«c.    I  will  consider  the  matter. 

Mr.  Beck  pointed  out  that  in  the  event  of  the  Magistrate 
deciding  not  to  grant  a  case,  it  would  be  too  late  to  appeal 
to  the  Quarter  Sessions.  It  would  be  a  convenience  if  the 
Magistrate  would  allow  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  to  enter  into  the 
necessary  recognisances  to  carry  on  the  ca^e,  sliould  the 
^Magistrate  agree  to  state  one. 

This  Mr.  Mead  consented  to  allow  ;  but  we  understand  that 
he  has  since  intimated  that  he  will  not  state  a  case.  The 
only  course  left  for  the  defendant  is  to  apply  to  the  High 
Court  for  a  mandamus,  and  this  he  probably  will  do. 


BauKruptcice  an&  ^failures. 


i?)'  Charles  Chapman',  residing  at  21  Tennyson  Street 
Old  Dock  Road,  Grimsby,  now  of  no  occupation,  late 
Cattle-oil  Manufacturer. 

At  the  public  examination  of  this  debtor,  held  at  Grirasliy 
on  Thursday,  June  2,  he  stated  that  he  commenced  business 
in  1885  with  a  capital  of  about  700/.  He  now  owed  279/. 
and  had  no  assets.  About  three  years  ago  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  Mr.  Jack.son  and  Messrs.  Danby  &  Night- 
ingale in  the  cattle-oil  business.  These  gentlemen  wore  not 
familiar  with  the  business,  but  gave  him  1,000/.  for  one- 
half  share.  The  partnership  lasted  until  May,  1893,  when 
his  partners  paid  him  400/.  in  bills  to  go  out.  After  that 
he  commenced  a  similar  business  on  his  own  account,  ljut 
was  stopped  by  injunction  brought  against  him  liy  his  late 
partners  from  carrj'ing  on  business  in  the  name  of  Chap- 
man &  Co.  In  November  of  last  year  he  sold  his  business 
for  30/.,  and  his  brother  was  now  carrying  it  on.  He  had 
not  had  any  household  furniture  for  two  years,  having  sold 
what  he  had  to  his  wife  for  250/ .  which  he  put  into  the 
bank  and  afterwards  paid  away  to  pressing  creditors.  The 
examination  was  ordered  to  be  adjourned  for  a  month. 


A  mi.vtube  of  equal  parts  of  lactic  acid  and  glycerine, 
applied  to  the  face  twice  a  day  as  a  wafh,  is  of  value  in 
removing  freckles. 
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(Basette, 

PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Bennett,  C.  J.,  and  Dent,  E.  A.,  I'lieltcuham,  surgeons  and  medical 
practitioHorri. 

Law,  J.,  and  Law,  G.  F.,  under  the  style  ot  Law  Brothers,  eliemical 
and  produce  brokers  and  Insurance-agents. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 

Adjudication. 
Summerhill,  Thomas  Henry,  Khji,  surgeon. 

Oedek  made  on  Application  foe  Discharge. 

Spencer,  William  Henry,  St.  Leonard's-on-Sea,  late  Clifton,  doctor 
of  medicine— discharge  suspended  for  two  years,  ending  May  9, 1900. 


"Wew  Companies  anD  Companig 


R.  Thwaitbs  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  50,000^.,  in  1/ 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of 
R.  Thwaites  &  Co.,  Eagle  Mineral-water  Works,  128  and  130 
New  Kent  Road,  London. 

John  M.  Hamilton  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capi,tal  40,000Z , 
in  10/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  "  John 
M.  Hamilton  &  Co  ,"  tar  and  rosin  distillers,  oil  boilers  and 
refiners,  drysalters,  paint  and  colour  manufacturers,  &c., 
Sculcoates  jBridge  Works,  Kingston-upcn-HuU. 

Hamoe  Lockwood"s  (Limited). — Capital  100,000/ ,  in  1/ 
shares  (30,000  preference).  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry 
on  the  businesses  carried  on  by  Hamor  Lockwood  as  a 
manufacturing  chemist,  manufacturer  of  cement,  &c.,  at 
Manchester,  and  elsewhere  under  the  styles  of  "  Hamor 
Lockwood  "  and  "  H.  Lockwood  &  Co." 

Beadfoed  and  Disteict  Mixbeal- water  Company 
(Limited). — Capital,  20,000/.,  in  51.  shares.  Objects  :  To 
acquire  and  carry  on  the  mineral-water  manufacturing 
businesses  at  Bradford  and  elsewhere  of  Joseph  Spink  & 
Sons  (Limited),  Waller  &  Son  (Limited),  and  William 
Whitaker  &  Co.  (Limited).  Registered  office,  Elmsall 
Street,  Bradford. 

Home  Manufactueing  Company  (Limited).— Capital 
60,000/.,  in  11.  shares  (10.000  10/.  per  cent,  cumulative 
preference).  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  makers  of 
and  dealers  in  the  "  X.  L.  Automatic  Disinfectant  Jar" 
carried  on  by  Vigor  &  Co.,  21  Baker  Street,  London,  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  ot  chemical-manufacturers,  drysalters, 
&c.  Registered  office,  Bank  of  Scotland  Chambers,  20 
Bishopsgate  Street,  Within,  E  C. 

East  Subueban  Medical  Peotbction  and  Medico- 
Ethical  Society  (Limited).  —  Limited  by  guarantee, 
having  not  more  than  500  members,  each  liable  for  1/. 
Objects  :  To  investigate  and  suppress  abuses  in  medical 
charities,  to  suppress  medical-aid  societies  and  clubs  not 
conducted  by  registered  medical  practitioners,  and  generally 
to  advance  the  interests  of  the  medical  profession.  The 
management  is  vested  in  an  Executive  Council. 

G.  H.  J.  CULLWICK  (Limited). —Capital,  1,000/ ,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  a 
chemist,  druggist,  and  drysalter  carried  on  by  George  H.  J. 
Cullwick  at  Meyrick  Street,  Pembroke  Dock.  The  first 
subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are  : — Mrs.  Emily  Cullwick 
and  George  H.  J.  Cullwick,  chemist,  of  12  Llanior  Terrace, 
Pembroke  Dock;  William  Price,  publican,  and  Frederick 
Davis,  tailor's  cutter.  Hotel  Bristol,  Pembroke  Dock ;  James 
L.  Watkin,  34  South  Gwyther  Street,  Pembroke  Dock, 
chemist;  Frederick  J.  Kellow,  traveller,  and  Mrs.  Mary 
A.  E.  A.  Kellow,  14  Deer  Park,  Tenby.  Registered  without 
articles  of  association. 

Caelton's  Deug  Stores  (Limited).— Capital,  2,000/  , 
in  1/.  shares  (1,000  preference). — Objects  :  To  carry  on  the 
business  of  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colour- 
men,  &c.    The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are : — 


Josiah  Buckingham,  393  Liverpool  Road,  Islington,  butcher; 
William  Budd,  66  Drayton  Park,  N.,  licensed  victualler ; 
Herbert  F.  Turner,  38  St.  George's  Road,  Regent's  Park, 
N.W.,  clerk;  Walter  Budd,  569a  High  Road,  Tottenham, 
engineer ;  Frederick  W.  Day,  65  Truro  Road,  Wood  Greeo, 
N,.  wine  merchant;  George  P.  Blenkarn,  47  Lasaott's  Road, 
Bowes  Park,  N.,  woollen  merchant ;  Mrs.  Maud  E.  L.  Carter, 
49  Lascott's  Road,  Bowes  Park,  N.  Table  "A"  mainly 
applies. 


Liebig's  E.xtract  op  Meat  Company  (Limited). — The 
thirty-third  ordinary  general  meeting  was  held  at  Cannon 
Street  Hotel  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  C.  E.  Giinther  presiding.  In 
moving  the  adoption  of  the  directors' report  and  accounts, 
the  Chairman  said  the  business  was  still  increasing.  Their 
extract  had  stood  thirty-three  years'  test,  and  still  stood  far 
ahead  of  its  numerous  and  keen  competitors.  The  directors 
were  sure  that  the  high  estimation  with  which  the  public 
held  the  e.xtract  was  due  mainly  to  the  exceedingly  strong 
scientific  department,  which  comprised  some  of  the  world's 
leading  scientists.  The  company  had  large  contracts  with 
the  War  Office,  Indian  and  Colonial  Offices,  and  foreign 
Governments,  whilst  very  large  shipments  had  been  sent  to 
Klondyke.  To  improve  the  breed  of  the  cattle  in  Uruguay 
they  were  sending  out  English  bulls.  The  profit  and  loss 
account  for  1897-8  showed  a  balance  of  116,832/.  15s.  9d., 
which  with  the  balance  brought  forward  from  the  previous 
year  of  5,543/.  14.S-.  3d.  made  a  total  of  122,376/.  10s.  In 
disposing  of  this  balance  an  interim  dividend  was  paid  in 
February  of  5  per  cent.,  and  it  was  now  proposed  to  pay  a 
dividend  of  15  per  cent ,  making  20  per  cent,  for  the  year 
(free  of  income-tax) ;  5,000/.  would  be  carried  forward  to 
the  reserve  fund, 2,000/.  to  the  employes'  provident  fund,  and, 
after  deducting  the  directors'  percentages  (8  248/.  5^.  8^/.), 
it  would  leave  a  balance  of  7,128/.  4.?.  4c/.  to  carry  forward, 
an  increase  on  the  previous  year  of  about  1,600/.  Mr.  A.  P. 
Grieson  seconded  the  adoption  of  the  report,  which  was 
carried.  Mr.  C.  E.  Giinther  and  Mr.  R.  L.  Giinther  having 
been  re-elected  as  directors,  the  proceedings  terminated. 


tlrabe^'flDarks  HppUeD  fon 


Ani/one  who  objects  to  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  must 
address  the  Comptroller-General,  Patent  Office,  Chancery 
Lane,  W.C.,  within  a  month  of  the  date  of  publication. 


{From  the  "  Trade  Maries  Journal,"  June  1,  1898.) 

Device  of  bell  (the  essential  jjarticular)  aud  worJiug,  "Vegstas 
Boiler  Fluid  "  ;  for  a  fluid  compound  for  removing  and  pre- 
venting formation  of  boiler-scale.  By  Wallington  &  G-racie, 
9  Gracechurch  Street,  E.G.,  manufacturers  aud  merchants. 
213,466. 

Combination  of  devices  (the  essential  jjarticular)  and  wording ; 
for  a  fertilizer  for  agricultural  and  horticultural  purposes. 
By  R.  B.  Laird  &  Son,  17  Frederick  Street,  Edinburgh, 
nurserymen  and  seedsmen.  212,445. 

"Vel,a.cq";  for  chemical  substances  used  for  agricultural, 
horticultural,  veterinary,  and  sanitary  purposes  ;  for  sub- 
stances used  as  food,  or  as  ingredients  in  food  ;  for  candles, 
common  soap,  detergents,  illuminating,  lieating,  or  lubricat- 
ing oils.  By  the  Salutaris  Water  Company,  236  Fulham 
Road,  S.W.,  mineral  and  aerated  water  manufacturers. 
213,614,  213,617,  and  213,619. 

"ToKo";  for  chemical  substincsa  prepared  for  use  in  medicine 
and  pharmacy.  By  H.  G.  Fletcher,  Eckington,  Derbyshire, 
chemist.  213,521. 

Device  of  label  and  wording,  "  Vi-Cocoa "  (the  essential  par- 
ticular is  the  word  "  Vi  ") ;  for  preparations  of  cocoa.  By 
Dr.  Tibbie's  Vi-Cocoa  (Limited),  Bunhill  Row,  E.G.,  manu- 
facturers. 212,054. 

Combination  of  devices  and  fac-simile  signature  (the  essential 
particulars)  ;  for  crystal  preparations,  not  included  in  other 
classes,  for  making  beverages.  By  Deighton  &  Smith, 
Bridgnorth,  Shropshire,  pharmaceutical  cliemists.  213,589. 

"  Martello,"  "  V.^LEXTo,"  "  Mer.\lo  "  ;  for  an  a'erated  beverage 
(non-alcoholic  and  not  medicated).  By  the  Hygienic  Wine 
Company,  Townmead  Road,  Fulham,  S.W.,  mineral  and 
aerated  water  manufacturers.    213,368,  213,371,  and  213,372. 
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EMBROCATION 


ill  I)uttlc3  to  retail  nt 


8d.,     1/-,     and  2/6. 


AND  OTHER 


DISINFECTANTS 

BUIiPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Patent) 

6d.,  9d.,  and  1/-  eacli. 
FRESSERYBD  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROaEN 
(Patent). 

KOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED  DESTROYER,  &o.  &o. 

THE  SANiTAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  CREEN,  LONDON- 

AND  636-642  W.  65  £tebe-,  NEW  YORK. 


SPRATT'S 

PATENT 

Dog  Cakes 

SUPPLIED  TO 

NANSEN 
EXPEDITION. 


PEPSALIA 

Bears  a  good  profit,  and  may  be  obtained 
through  the  Wholesale  Trade. 


Proprietors, CEREBOS  LTD.,  3  Maiden  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


HORA    &  CO. 


SEIDLITZ  POWDERS 

BEST  P.B.    4  3pergro33. 

HEALTH  SALT 

In  4-oz.  Air-tight  Decorated  Tins.         30,  -  per  gross, 

LEMONADE  CRYSTALS 

In  Capsuled  Bottles  and  Illuminated  Cartons.      35  -  per  gross. 
4T      IVIIM^ORIES,  ILiOI^DON. 


Tfiere   is   a   DE^FAXD  for  MEDICINAL, 

L  iCEXCE-  ri:  E  E 

COCA  WINE. 


The  "Galen"  Coca  Wine  gives  universal  satisfaction  as  a 
remedy,  brings  repeat  orders,  and  yields  a  good  profit. 


THE  GALEN  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  LIM. 

(JQHN    MOSS    4    CO  ), 

"Wilson    St.,  S.E. 


WILCOX    &  CO., 

83  Mortimer   Street,   LONDON,  W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF    PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES. 


ORDERS    PROMPTLY    EXECUTED,       LOWEST    PHICf  S 


MELLm'S 
FOOD 


For  INFANTS 
and  INVALIDS. 


Prepared  and  Bottled  by  tho  Growers  at  Bouzy-Uclms,  from  the  flnf«t  Natural 
Cbampajae,  and  the  leaves  of  tho  Erythroxj  loil  Coca,  and  ti  'I  from  Cocaine. 

We  supply   "Coca-Tonic"  Champaj^ne  with  Chemists'  own 
name  on  the  Labels. 

For  prices  and  partlcuhirB,  apply  to  the  Sole  Proprietors— 
BCEBTZ  &  COLLINQWOOD.  38  Leadenhall  Stri-et.  LONDON,  B.C. 


The  principle  of 

f  ktcftcrs*  Concentrated  Clquors 

I3  now  recognised  In  the 

BRITISH  PHARMACOP(EIA,  1898. 


THE    PHARMACY  BILL. 

Mr.  Wai.tee  HiLLS's  third  year  of  the  presidency  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  gets  sumptuous  hansel  in  the  passing 
of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  through  the  House  of  Commons.  He 
was  re-elected  President  just  before  noon  on  Wednesday, 
and  a  few  minutes  before  one  the  Bill, which  he  has  nursed  f  o 
tenderly  had  weathered  the  opposition  of  the  Commons  and 
was  read  a  third  time.  It  has  still  to  pass  through  the 
Lords,  but  no  one    dreams   that  its    treatment  by  that 
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august  assembly  will  be  more  than  a  formality.  The  whole 
of  the  amendments  placed  on  the  Bill  in  the  Lower  House 
were  withdrawn,  all  but  three  without  discussion.  Two  of 
these  were  Mr.  Yoxall's,  who,  before  withdrawing  his  amend- 
ments to  give  Minor  men  seats  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
without  the  title  of  Member,  succeeded  in  getting  an  assur- 
ance from  the  sponsors  of  the  Bill  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  would  give  pharmaceutical  chemist  members  of  the 
•Society  a  distinctive  title.  Whatever  that  may  be,  the  member- 
ship must  be  conserved,  because  upon  it  eligibility  for  election 
to  the'Council  depends.  These  amendments  disposed  of,  the 
Biil  as  originally  drafted  was  practically  agreed  to  ;  Mr.  Cross 
was  not  in  the  House,  and  Dr.  George  Clark,  an  early 
champion  of  the  measure,  bad  Mr,  Cross's  new  clause  in  his 
charge.  This  proposed  that  nothing  contained  in  the  Bill, 
•or  in  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  should  interfere]  with 
'the  sale  of  poisons  for  agricultural  and  similar  purposes. 
The  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  when  appealed  to,  ruled 
that  this  was  not  a  proper  amendment,  but  ruled  that  it 
would  be  if  the  references  to  the  Pharmacy  Act  were  struck 
out.  Dr.  Clark  agreed,  and  although  the  proposed  clause,  as 
amended,  was  now  absolutely  harmless,  he  proceeded  to 
discuss  the  whole  question  of  the  sale  of  poisons  as  if  the 
amended  clause  affected  it.  We  commend  our  report  of  the 
proceedings  to  careful  consideration.  It  will  be  noted  that 
these  gentlemen  who  spoke  of  the  "  Pharmaceutical  Act," 
who  seem  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  the  Privy  Council  has 
vetoed  the  Pharmaceutical  Council's  action  regarding 
carbolic  acid,  and  to  whom  it  is  unknown  that  wholesale 
-dealing  in  poisons  is  e.xempt  from  the  more  severe  restric- 
tions of  retail  sales,  are  those  who  have  passed  the  measure 
as  a  piece  of  legislation  required  by  the  country.  Another 
point  of  the  discussion  was  significant — viz.,  the  references 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has 
■carried  out  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  18B8. 
This  was  the  first  occasion  during  thirty  years  that  the  Legis- 
lature has  had  a  proper  chance  of  expressing  its  feelings 
on  that  point,  and  it  unhesitatingly  declares  that  the 
Society  has  been  lax  in  exercisiog  control  over  the  sale  of 
poisons.  That  we  have  said  the  same  thing  for  a  genera- 
tion almost  is  a  mere  incident  now,  but  we  are  pleased  that 
-the  House  of  Commons  gives  such  a  rebuke  to  those  in  high 
places  who  have  spoken  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  as  "  a  wretched 
Poisons  Act."  The  future  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  need  not  be 
•dubious.  That  it  will  pass  into  law  is  evident.  That  it  will 
do  any  good  to  the  drug-trade  is  doubtful ;  and  even  the  most 
sanguine  leaders  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  question  if  it 
will  increase  the  utility  of  that  body,  far  less  augment  its 
influence  as  a  trade  society. 

As  we  close  for  press  we  learn  that  the  Bill  was  introduced  into 
the  House  of  Lords  on  Thursday  afternoon,  and,  on  the  motion  of 
■the  Earl  of  Morley  (Chairman  of  Committees),  was  read  a  first  time. 


CLASSICAL    OR  COMMERCIAL 
EDUCATION. 

While  the  Grand  Prix  was  being  contested  in  Paris  last 
Sunday  an  audience,  representing  the  (lite  of  the  literary 
society  of  the  French  capital,  assembled  at  the  Sorbonne  to 
listen  to  a  brilliant  lecture  by  M.  Jules  Lemaitre,  the 
eminent  critic  and  Academicien,  on  modern  education, 
■which  has  been  much  discussed  during  the  week  in  the 
leading  Paris  newspapers.  M.  Lemaitre  is  a  recognised 
authority  on  the  subject.  His  discourse  on  Sunday  was 
directed  against  modern  classical  education  in  France,  and 
developed  a  programme  of  studies  more  suitable  for  present- 
day  competition.  "  We  are  outclassed,"  he  said,  "  by  many 
other  nations  in  productive  activity.    France  is  no  longer  an 


industrial  or  commercial  power  of  the  front  rank.  Our 
colonies  will  not  save  us  unless  we  learn  how  to  use  them. 
Everyone  agrees  that  serious  reforms  are  absolutely  neces- 
sary, and  our  only  chance,"  M.  Lemaitre  argued,  "  is  to 
train  the  coming  generation  in  an  altogether  new  spirit." 
All  sorts  of  changes  have  been  introduced  of  late  years  into 
the  French  educational  system,  but  everybody  clings  to  the 
old  classical  teaching.  The  only  difference  in  it  is  that  it  is 
not  now  taught  so  well  as  it  was  by  the  Jesuit  fathers  in  the 
past.  "  I  spent  twelve  years  of  my  life,"  continued 
M.  Lemaitre,  "  learning  Latin  and  Greek.  At  this  moment  I 
know  no  word  of  Greek,  and  I  have  no  occasion  to  read 
Latin  three  times  a  year.  Has  what  I  learned  left  in  me 
any  deposit  of  noble  emotions  and  ideas  from  which  I  con- 
tinue to  profit  unconsciously  1  Frankly,  I  do  not  believe  it 
has.  What  most  of  us  know  of  ancient  ideas  we  know 
through  our  own  classical  writers,  those  of  the  si.'cteenth 
century  especially.  What  is  the  good  of  digesting  again 
what  they  so  perfectly  assimilated?"  Then  the  speaker 
enumerated  what  he  had  missed  by  spending  those 
twelve  years  on  Latin  and  Greek.  He  knew  no 
English — the  language  of  half  the  world — and  only  a 
pitiful  little  of  German.  The  beauties  of  English  and 
German  literatures  were  closed  to  him.  If  he  travelled  he 
could  derive  but  little  benefit  from  his  voyages.  He  had 
forgotten  what  little  he  learnt  of  mathematics  and  the 
natural  sciences.  He  knew  no  trade  ;  had  no  manual  skill. 
If  he  were  cast  on  a  desert  island  he  would  be  the  most  help- 
less of  Crusoes.  He  was  good  for  nothing  but  to  write,  and 
he  would  not  admit  that  he  owed  any  ability  in  that  art  to 
his  classical  training,  for  he  recalled  the  names  of  others, 
with  whom  he  should  have  no  pretension  to  compare  himself, 
who  had  never  "  made  their  classes." 

What  M.  Lemaitre  demands  is,  first,  that  a  knowledge  of 
the  classics  shall  not  be  an  essential  condition  for  entry  into 
any  profession.  "  It  is  merely  frivolous  to  pretend  that  Greek 
and  Latin  are  necessary  to  a  physician,  a  pharmacist,  a  judge, 
or  a  barrister.  The  terminology  of  medicine  needs  only  a 
vocabulary  of  two  or  three  hundred  Latin  or  Greek  words  ; 
and  the  lawyers'  lexicon  is  more  limited  still.  How  many 
of  these  study  Roman  law  in  the  original  1 " 

There  is  no  fear,  M.  Lemaitre  contends,  that  the  study  of 
the  dead  languages  will  cease.  There  will  always  be  scholars 
who  will  be  attracted  to  it.  All  he  asks  is  that  it  shall  no  longer 
be  a  preliminary  essential  to  so  many  careers.  A  youth  can 
be  well  cultured,  of  the  aristocracy  of  mind,  without  Greek 
or  Latin.  Let  him  be  earnest,  energetic,  hardy,  skilled  in 
orderly  exercises,  commercially  and  practically  educated, 
acquainted  with  some  trade  or  industry,  and  fairly  well  read 
in  some  of  the  great  writers  of  his  country,  and  he  is  more 
likely  to  distinguish  himself  than  three-fourths  of  the 
bachelors  of  letters  or  sciences. 

M.  Lemaitre  sketched  a  programme  of  education  which  is 
worth  giving  briefly.  First,  he  would  insist  on  courses  of 
lectures  on  the  great  French  writers,  and  would  in  no  wise 
prevent  the  professors  from  introducing  comments  on  their 
Latin  and  Greek  predecessors.  He  would  have  modern 
languages,  German  and  English  especially,  taught  practi- 
cally. History  should  be  taught  intelligently,  and  not  as  a 
mere  collection  of  dates  or  names  of  battles.  It  should  be 
taught  so  as  to  give  clear  views  on  the  great  social  and 
political  events  of  our  time.  Geography  should  be  regarded 
as  of  the  highest  Importance.  And  the  course  of  education 
should  include  "  notions "  of  algebra,  geometry,  physics, 
chemistry,  and  natural  history.  Enough  of  these  should  be 
conveyed  so  that  the  student  whose  bent  was  in  that  direc- 
tion should  be  fit  to  follow  them  up  more  closely  if  he 
wished  to  do  so  in  the  future.    Games,  gymnastics,  excur- 
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sions,  visits  to  factories  and  workshops,  and  a  manual  trade 
for  every  child  should  complete  the  preliminary  education. 
This  should  last  until  about  the  age  of  16.  After  that  the 
youth  would  specialise.  Perhaps  lie  would  go  for  a  year  to 
England  or  Germany,  or  into  a  profession,  or  directly  into 
commerce. 

From  this  outline  of  an  able  man's  very  thoughtful  essay 
some  ideas  may  be  gathered  for  ourselves.  With  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Privy  Council  and  its  learned  advisers  we  are 
just  now  screwing  up  our  classical  Preliminary  to  a  higher 
pitch.  We  are  professedly  doing  this  in  order  to  ensure 
getting  a  higher  class  of  young  men  into  the  business.  In 
our  curricula  and  examinations  we  are  ignoring,  as  far  as  we 
dare,  that  real  commercial  training  which  England,  as  well 
as  France,  has  to  rely  upon  to  hold  her  position  in  the 
severe  competition  which  is  already  upon  us.  In  the  actual 
condition  of  pharmacy  commercial  training  is  becoming 
more  and  more  essential.  Can  it  not  receive  more  en- 
couragement 2 


KRYPTON. 

The  fates  are  kind  to  Professor  Eamsay  in  enabling  him  to 
father  what  is  probably  a  third  new  element — krypton,  a  gas 
which  exists  in  the  atmosphere  to  the  extent  of  1  part  in 
10,000.  They  are  unkind  in  periodically  bringing  him  into 
conflict  with  Professor  Dewar,  for  it  was  by  evaporation  of 
750  CO.  of  liquid  air  supplied  to  him  by  Dr.  William 
Hampson  (Professor  Dewar's  liHc  noire  in  liquid-air  produc- 
tion) that  Professor  Ramsay  obtained  26  c.c.  of  the  new  gas. 
In  fairness  to  Professor  Dewar,  it  should  be  noted  that  he  has 
not  been  handling  liquid  air  for  years  in  the  hope  of  getting 
new  elements  from  it,  but  to  study  the  properties  of  other 
elements  when  subjected  to  the  temperature  of  liquid  air. 

Professor  Ramsay's  new  discovery  was  announced  to  the 
Paris  Academy  of  Sciences  on  Monday,  and  the  Royal  Society 
had  the  matter  brought  before  it  on  Thursday.  We  had  an 
interview  with  Professor  Ramsay  about  the  matter  early  in 
the  week.  He  states  that  after  evaporating  the  750  c.c.  of 
liquid  air  down  to  10  c.c.  he  took  the  residue  and  passed 
it  over  heated  copper  to  absorb  the  oxygen,  then  sparked 
it  over  soda  solution  to  remove  most  of  the  nitrogen,  finally 
absorbing  residual  traces  of  nitrogen  and  oxygen  by  the 
magnesium  and  lime  method.  The  gaseous  residue  measured 
26  c.c.  It  gave  the  argon  spectrum  feebly,  and  shows  two 
brilliant  lines,  one,  the  yellow,  being  almost  identical  in 
wave  length  with  D^,  and  the  other  a  brilliant  yellow-green, 
which  Sir  W.  Huggins  believes  to  be  identical  with  the 
green  auroral  lino.  We  bad  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
spectrum  at  the  Royal  Society  on  AVednesday  night,  where 
the  yellow  lines  of  sodium,  D^  of  helium  and  D^  of  krypton, 
were  exhibited  in  a  large  spectrcscope  side  by  side.  The 
density  of  the  gas  is  approximately  22  5,  and  thus  con- 
siderably higher  than  that  of  argon.  Compared  with  oxygen, 
and  from  other  physical  experiments,  it  is  believed 
that  the  new  gas  is  elementary  and  monatomic.  Professor 
Ramsay  does  not,  however,  give  this  statement  as  final, 
and  with  more  and  purer  material  hopes  to  obtain  data 
which  will  place  krypton  in  a  vacant  place  in  the 
periodic  table.  M.  Berthelot,  who  read  the  communication 
to  the  Academy,  corroborated  the  spectroscopic  observations 
with  a  sample  of  the  gas  which  he  had  obtained  from  Pro- 
fessor Ramsay,  and  called  attention  to  the  compliment  paid 
to  the  Academy  by  so  many  English  men  of  science  in 
saluting  it  as  the  medium  of  publicity  for  their  discoveries. 
This,  he  said,  was  an  answer  to  the  intrigues  of  obscure 
personages  who  tried  to  create  a  chasm  between  the  two 
leading  pioneers  of  modern  science  and  civilisation — meaning 
England  and  France.    Professor  Eamsay  has  informed  us 


that  his  only  reason  for  communicating  his  discovery  to 
the  French  Academy  first  was  that  the  Academy  meet- 
ing took  place  a  few  days  before  the  Royal  Society'.-^.  Other- 
wise the  announcement  would  have  been  first  made  in  this 
country. 

THE  LEGITIMACY  OF  FOOD- 
PRESERVATIVES. 
Not  long  ago  one  of  the  leading  chemists  of  England 
solemnly  declared  to  a  Burlington  House  audience  that  the 
use  of  food-preservatives  would  in  the  course  of  a  generation 
or  two  impair  if  not  destroy  the  natural  functions  oE  the 
English  stomach.  The  audience  took  the  declaration 
seriously.  We  are  an  eminently  conservative  people,  and  do 
not  object  to  salt,  smoke,  nitre,  or  other  old-f.ashioned  "  pre- 
servatives," but  if  "  antiseptics "  are  used  for  preservation 
some  of  the  people  who  look  after  our  health  publicly  can  be 
relied  upon  to  pillory  the  users  thereof.  They  are  doing  it 
with  so  little  regard  for  the  tastes  of  the  people  and  the 
difficulties  of  food-supply,  not  to  mention  the  progress  of 
science,  that  the  matter  is  becoming  serious.  The  Pontypridd 
ham  case  to  which  wc  referred  briefly  last  week,  is  a  case  in 
point.  A  grocer  sold  a  mild-cured  ham,  and  because  it  con- 
tained 0  6  per  cent,  of  boric  acid  he  was  charged  with 
infringement  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  The 
solicitor  for  the  defence  pointed  out  that  "ham  is  a 
leg  of  pork  cured  by  some  drug  of  some  kind."  The 
"  drug  "  is  the  preservative,  and  a  mixture  of  salt 
and  nitre  was  used  until  improved  taste  rebelled  at  the  ex- 
cessive amount  of  salt.  Salt  is  used  because  it  is  an  anti- 
septic, nitre  because  it  helps  to  preserve  the  natural  red 
colour  of  the  flesh,  which  the  salt  destroys.  When  it  weus 
discovered  that  1  oz.  of  boric  acid  is  as  good  for  preserving 
as  about  \\  lb.  of  salt,  ham-curers  naturally  took  to  using 
the  acid  in  place  of  part  of  the  salt.  The  public  liked  it, 
and  have^said  so;  but  some  public  health  oflicers  and  public 
analysts  wish  to  prove  that  boric  acid  is  bad  for  the  health. 
The  attempt  failed  at  Pontypridd.  The  evidence  for  the 
defence  was  overwhelming  proof  that  boric  acid  is  harm- 
less. Dr.  Thomas  Bond,  F.R.C.S.,  of  the  Westminster  Hos- 
pital staff,  was  clearly  of  that  opinion.  He  had  given 
10-gr.  doses  of  the  acid  thrice  daily  for  months  with 
benefit,  and  injury  was  observed  only  in  two  or  three  cases 
in  which  there  was  disease.  Dr.  Robert  Bell,  of  Glasgow, 
was  even  more  emphatic,  for  he  added  to  his  medical  ex- 
perience a  record  of  daily  use  of  boric  acid  in  his  house- 
hold for  years,  coupled  with  observation  of  its  probable 
bad  effects,  and  had  seen  none.  IIc  believed  it  would  be 
a  great  loss  to  the  trade  of  the  country  if  the  use  of  the 
acid  as  a  preservative  was  stopped.  Dr.  John  Attfield, 
F.RS.,  also  came  forward  with  personal  experience  of  the  use 
of  the  acid,  as  well  as  chemical  knowledge  which  we  know 
to  te  extensive.  He  had  taken  15  gr.  of  boric  afid  three  times 
daily  with  benefit,  and  as  much  a.s  80  or  90  gr.  without 
the  slightest  evidence  of  injury.  He  could  not  tell  at  all 
that  he  had  taken  it,  because  the  system  got  rid  of  it  so 
rapidly.  Other  expert  testimony  was  as  convincing,  and  the 
Magistrate  had  no  hesitation  in  dismissing  the  case.  The 
fact  ought  not  to  be  overlooked  that  conviction  in  rn 
allied  case  has  been  obtained  at  Birmingham,  and  thi.=, 
combined  with  frequent  actions  recently,  has  induced  Liver- 
pool grocers  to  interview  Dr.  Hope,  the  medical  officer  of 
health  for  that  city,  about  the  matter,  and  while  he  assured 
them  of  his  sympathy,  he  pointed  out  that  what  those  in 
his  position  desire  is  to  limit  the  amount  of  preservatives 
used.  If  2  gr.  of  boric  acid  will  keep  a  pork  pie  sweet,  he 
saw  no  rea-son  for  tolerating  20  gr.  This  touches  the  real 
grievance,  and  if  legislation  can  be  formulated  to  place 
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limitation  upon  the  use  of  boric  acid  and  all  other  non- 
toxic antiseptics,  it  would  be  welcomed  by  all  concerned. 
But  until  that  legislation  comes  we  would  urge  careful 
procedure  by  public  officers.  They  must  remember  that 
we  import  the  bulk  of  our  flesh-foods  and  butter,  and  it  is 
utterly  impossible  to  expose  these  for  sale  without  the  aid 
of  antiseptics.  It  is  equally  difficult  to  deliver  milk  to 
consumers  in  large  towns  in  the  natural  condition  :  some- 
thing must  be  added  to  delay  fermentation  by  the  lactic 
bacillus.  There  are  other  foodstuffs  and  beverages  which 
would  either  be  greatly  enhanced  in  cost  or  would  be 
impossible  of  distribution  if  no  antiseptic  were  added  to 
them  ;  and  so  long  as  no  common  injury  to  health  follows  the 
use  of  antiseptics  there  is  no  ground  of  action  by  the 
administrators  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 


PHARMACOPCEIA  MATTERS. 

Although  the  PharmacopiDcia  Committee  of  the  General 
Medical  Council  limited  their  thanks  to  two  of  their  own 
number,  the  Council,  before  it  separated  last  week,  passed 
resolutions  thanking  for  their  services  all  who  were  concerned 
in  the  revision  of  the  work.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain  was  included.  It  is  right,  after  our  remarks 
of  last  week,  that  we  should  make  this  acknowledgment. 
In  a  paper  on  the  new  Pharmacopojia,  by  Dr.  D.  J.  Leech, 
who  latterly  acted  as  Chairman  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Com- 
mittee, the  work  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  is  also 
appreciatively  referred  to.  This  paper  of  Dr.  Leech's,  which 
is  published  in  the  Medical  Chronicle,  brings  into  strong 
relief  the  indifference  of  the  medical  profession  to  the 
British  Pharmacopceia  as  compared  with  chemists  and 
druggists.  Dr.  Leech's  paper  is  the  most  important  which 
has  yet  appeared  on  the  medical  side,  medical  journals 
generally  having  treated  the  new  book  in  somewhat  per- 
functory fashion.  This  is  in  marked  contrast  to  the  interest 
which  has  been  aroused  by  it  in  the  drug-trade.  The  lengthy 
summaries  and  criticisms  which  appeared  in  journals  of 
pharmacy  when  press  copies  of  the  new  B.P.  were  issued 
have  been  followed,  so  far  as  this  journal  is  concerned,  by 
weekly  articles  from  experienced  chemists  and  pharmacists, 
and  there  is  no  question  that  dispensers  of  medicine  have 
been  enabled  to  become  more  quickly  conversant  with  the 
changed  standards  than  prescribers  have  been.  We  hope  to 
refer  more  fully  to  it  in  a  subsequent  issue. 

SALE   OF  POISONS  IN  BIRMINGHAM. 

During  the  past  year,  according  to  the  report  of  Dr.  C.  E. 
Whitcombe,  medical  superintendent  of  Winson  Green 
Asylum,  there  were  390  suicides  in  Birmingham,  and  in 
sixty-six  cases  poisoning  was  the  mode  adopted.  Seventeen 
different  poisons  were  used.  Carbolic  acid  heads  the  list 
with  thirteen  deaths,  nine  deaths  were  due  to  prussic  acid,  four 
each  to  hydrochloric  acid  and  oxalic  acid,  three  to  laudanum, 
and  two  each  to  chloral,  strychnine,  cyanide  of  potassium, 
nitric  acid,  and  vermin-killer.  Dr.  Whitcombe  adds  that  the 
question  of  the  sale  of  poisons  is  an  important  one  arising 
out  of  these  figures,  though  he  contents  himself  with  the 
remark  that  it  is  one  for  the  Legislature.  The  Birmingliam 
Daily  Mail — a  halfpenny  evening  paper — steps  in,  however, 
where  experts  hesitate  to  tread.  After  describing  the  indis- 
criminate sale  of  poisons  as  a  great  scandal,  the  Mail 
says  : — 

Multitudes  of  chemists  seem  to  exercise  no  discretion 
whatever,  and  will  sell  anyone  who  enters  their  shop  enough 
poison  to  decimate  a  city. 

It  quotes  the  St.  Neots  poisoning-case  as  bearing  out  this 
statement,  and  proceeds  ; — 

Of  course  there  are  difficulties  in  the  way  of  restricting 
such  sales,  but  druggists  are  frequently  too  lax  in  the 


j  matter,  and  do  not  thoroughly  appreciate  the  responsibilities 
;  resting  upon  them.    More  care  ought  to  be  exercised,  and 
i  greater  prudence  shown.     If  the  popular  means  of  com- 
I  passing  death  were  less  easy  of  attainment,  the  list  of 
suicides  would  be  less ;  but  when  for  a  few  coppers  a 
forlorn  and  miseraVile  being  can  purchase  a  draught  which 
without  noise  or  prolonged  agonj'.  will  put  an  end  to  earthly 
suffering,  it  is  tempting  him  to  suicide.    The  chemist  claims 
more  victims  than  the  canal. 

To  thinking  persons  these  remarks  only  serve  to  throw 
into  relief  the  fact  that  of  the  suicides  with  poisons  more 
than  a  fourth  were  with  poisons  (carbolic  acid  and  mineral 
acids)  upon  the  sale  of  which  there  is  no  restriction.  In  all 
cases  where  chemists  arc  charged  with  the  supervision  of 
poisons  it  is  remarkable  how  few  accidents  and  suicides 
follow.  The  Mail  writer  should  multiply  the  number  of 
chemists'  shops  in  Birmingham  by  the  days  of  the  year  and, 
say,  twenty  sales  of  poison  per  day,  then  figure  50  into  a 
percentage,  so  as  to  get  at  the  frequency  with  which  the 
chemist  fails  to  detect  a  purchaser  with  suicidal  latent. 

THE  ST.  NEOTS  POISONING  CASE. 

In  all  the  columns  of  editorial  comment  and  criticism  of 
this  strychnine-poisoning  case,  with  which  the  newfpapers 
have  flooded  the  country  during  the  past  week,  we  find  no 
note  of  commendation  for  the  part  played  by  the  chemist 
who  supplied  the  strychnine.  These  able  editors  seem  to 
overlook  the  fact  entirely  that  it  was  largely  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  the  chemist  that  the  murderer  was  traced. 
Had  Mr.  Payne  failed  to  carry  oat  the  strict  letter  of  the  law 
and  had  not  insisted  on  a  signature  from  both  purchaser  and 
witness,  it  would  have  made  the  case  for  the  prosecution 
peculiarly  difficult,  and  would  have  diverted  a  stream  of 
editorial  denunciation  into  another  channel. 

ALKALI-TRADE. 

The  annual  report  for  the  year  1897  of  Mr.  Forbes 
Carpenter,  Inspector  of  Alkali-vrorks,  has  just  been  published, 
and  is  not  so  generally  interesting  as  his  former  reports 
because  it  contains  an  unusual  amount  of  technical  informa- 
tion especially  interesting  to  those  engaged  in  the  various 
industries  reported  upon.  For  the  first  time  the  amounts  of 
salt  decomposed  by  the  Leblanc  and  ammonia  soda-makers 
are  omitted.  The  chief  fact  to  observe  in  regard  to  the 
alkali-trade  is  that  the  number  of  works  has  diminished  by 
eleven  during  the  year,  but  this  is  partly  attributed  to  the 
fact  that  one  of  the  inspectors  has  been  unable  to  send  in 
his  report.  Mr.  Carpenter  states  that  the  electrolytic  alkali- 
processes  are  making  steady  headway,  bat  he  gives  us  no 
figures  to  indicate  to  what  extent  these  works  are  producing 
bleaching-powder  and  alkali.  Mr.  Alexander  Cross,  MP., 
who  has  figured  so  prominently  in  connection  with  the  Pha;  - 
macy  Bill,  and  who  is  generally  regarded  as  a  seed-aierchant 
in  a  large  way  of  business,  appears  here  in  a  totally  different 
character,  his  connection  with  the  chemical-manure  trade 
being  so  important  that  Mr.  Carpenter  has  applied  to  him  for 
statistics  regarding  the  importation  of  chemical  manures. 
Mr.  Cross  supplies  figures  for  mineral  phosphates,  guano  and 
nitrate  of  soda  for  the  last  four  years,  showing;  that  the 
importations  are  steadily  decreasing,  this  being  due  to  the 
increased  use  of  sulphate  of  ammonia.  We  also  observe  from 
the  report  that  there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the 
manufacture  of  white  arsenic  in  Cornwall,  partly  because 
Cornish  tin-mining  is  depressed  and  partly  owing  to  the 
increased  demand  for  arsenic.  The  report  contains  several 
diagrams  of  apparatus  and  plant  employed  in  the  chemical- 
industries. 


Eminent  Egyptologist  :  "  Have  you  deciphered  that 
rare  document  we  found  in  the  pyramid  1 "  Associate : 
"No;  it  will  never  be  deciphered,  but  we  know  what  it  is. 
It's  a  doctor's  prescription,  evidently  dropped  by  a  tourist.'' 
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We  ought  to  have  stated  in  regard  to  the  fly-paper 
smearing  machine  made  by  Messrs.  Kay  Brothers  (Limited), 
Stockport,  that  it  is  provisionally  protected. 

Messrs.  W.  B.  Foedham  &  Sons  (Limited),  York  Road, 
King's  Cross,  have  placed  on  the  market  recently  a  pin- 
stapling  tool  for  binding  legal  papers,  bills,  stock-sheets, 
«nd  articles  of  a  like  nature,  by  means  of  an  ordinary  brass 
.pin.  The  staple  is  formed  by  inserting  the  pin  through  the 
■  holes,  as  shown  in  the  illustration,  and  by  a  smart  pressure 


on  the  handles  cutting  ofE  both  the  head  and  the  point.  The 
tool  is  then  opened,  tlie  papers  to  be  fastened  are  placed  in 
position,  and  the  pin  diiven  through  and  the  edges  turned 
back  by  an  ea.sy  pressure  on  the  handles.  Each  tool  is  made 
of  steel,  nickleplated  and  polished,  is  packed  in  a  wooden 
box  with  a  sliding  lid,  and  retails  at  9s. 

A  New  Graduate, — While  various  gentlemen  ha\e  been 
burning  the  midnight  oil  in  preparing  elaborate  tables  for 
the  guidance  of  chemists  in  the  preparation  of  the  percen- 
tage alcohols  of  the  new  B.P.,  Messrs.  Southall,  Brothers 
&  Barclay,  Birmingham,  have  solved  the  problem  very  simply 
and  ingeniously  by  designing  a  glass  graduate  which 
answers  three  purposes.  Firstly,  it  may  be  used  as  an 
ordinary  pint  measure;  secondly,  it  is  graduated  in  cubic 
centimetres  ;  and  thirdly,  it  is  specially  graduated  for  pre- 
paring alcohols  of  all  the  new  strengths  of  the  1893  Phanna- 
copfcia.  The  graduations  are  marked  20  per  cent.,  45  per 
cent.,  60  per  cent.,  and  70  per  cent.  When  a  20-per-cent. 
alcohol  is  required,  as  much  90-per-cent.  alcohol  is  taken  a? 
wDl  reach  the  graduation  so  marked,  and  to  this  is  added 
distilled  water  to  make  a  pint.  The  other  alcohols  are 
obtained  by  using  a  corresponding  quantity  of  90-per-cent. 
alcohol  and  water.  Taken  altogether  this  is  one  of  the  most 
useful  measures  we  have  handled  for  some  time.  An 
illustration  will  be  found  of  this  ingenious  article  in  oar 
advertisement  columns. 


^  Dan  in  x^obfr. 

TABLOIDS  were  not  to  be  had  from  headquarters  last 
Saturday,  nor  was  a  single  one  made,  the  reason  being 
that  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  staffs  at  Snow  Hill 
and  Dartford  were  away  on  their  annual  excursion.  The 
excursions  were  commenced  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  ago  by 
the  male  staff  putting  their  heads  together  and  arranging  for 
an  afternoon  at  Kevv,  Hampton  Court,  or  some  equally 
attractive  and  historic  rendezvous,  and  by  judicious  spread- 
ing out  they  managed,  in  those  early-tabloid  days,  to  fill 
a  third-class  compartment.  Such  embryonic  attempts  at 
pleasure  are  long  since  dead,  for  the  ladies  have  had  their 
say  in  the  matter  for  more  than  a  decade.  Last  week 
the  South-Eastern  Railway  made  up  for  them  a  train 
of  two  saloon  carriages,  two  first  class,  and  as  many  of  their 
best  third-class  coaches  as  would  hold  the  700  passengers 
who  journeyed  from  Cannon  Street  to  Dover.  There  were 
fourteen  guests,  the  rest  of  the  passengers  were  B.,  W.  &  Co.'s 
workers.  Two  years  ago  there  were  more  guests  and  fewer 
employes,  the  total  then  being  500. 

A  quick  run  of  the  train  landed  the  company  in  Dover 
shortly  after  10  o'clock,  when  men  and  women  strolled  as 
they  listed  until  noon,  at  which  time  an  excellent  dinner 
was  served  in  the  Town  Hall.  There  Mr.  Henry  S.  Wellcome, 
the  principal  of  the  firm,  was  waiting  to  receive  them,  and 
everyone  was  pleased  to  see  him  looking  so  well  after  the 
severe  illness  which  compelled  him  to  winter  in  Madeira. 
When  he  took  the  cbair  at  the  guests'  table  on  the  Town 


Hall  platform,  he  loolced  down  on  two  more  tables  than 
there  were  two  years  ago,  and  the  gallerio  lield  an  over- 
flow. It  wa.s  a  busy  hour  that  followed  ;  tlicn  Mr.  Wellcome, 
in  a  few  tremulous  sentences,  toasted  "  The  Queen,"  and 
Mr.  Tindall  (Bailliere,  'I'indall  &  Cox)  gave  "The  Firm"  as 
feelingly,  recalling  the  time  when  there  were  no  emploTt's, 
how  the  business  had  developed  steadily  and  strongly,  and 
wishing  it  all  success  for  the  future.  Mr.  Wellcome,  in  bis 
reply,  said  he  was  bound  to  admit  that  the  business  had  pro- 
gres.sed  particularly  since  they  had  met  in  that  hall  two  years 
ago — the  evidence  was  against  them  if  they  denied  it.  Last 
time  they  were  in  Dover  they  numbered  500,  that  day  they 
were  700.  These  were  not  merely  ornamental  figures,  but 
real,  live,  intelligent  working  figures;  they  were  parts  of  a 
business  which  has  been  recognised  in  the  land  as  an  institu- 
tion. They  had  increased  in  strength  of  talent  and  skill  as 
w(dl  as  in  numbers,  and  the  merit  of  their  products  was 
'  increased,  their  greatest  dilliculty  was  not  in  increasing  the 
business,  but  in  executing  the  orders  they  recoivf  d.  To  kcc]i 
pace  with  development,  the  firm  had  juf.t  completed  a  large 
building,  and  were  now  laying  the  foundations  for  another, 
56  feet  by  130  feet  in  area  and  three  storeys  high,  and  still 
other  buildings  are  to  be  added.  He  reminded  them  that  the 
methods  of  the  firm  were  ethical ;  they  claimed  a  unique  po-.i- 
tion,  a  leading  position,  and  that  they  would  have  or  none. 
"The  world  is,"  he  concluded,  "  full  of  copyists  ;  the  ranks 
of  that  class  are  full,  and  we  will  not  enter  them.  We  are 
pioneers,  and  we  strive  to  make  daily  progress. "  (Chesrs.) 

Again  rising,  Mr.  Wellcome  proposed  what  he  called  "  the 
toast  of  the  day" — viz.,  '  The  Employes" — referring  in 
grateful  terms  to  the  happy  relations  between  the  firm  and 
them,  and  thanking  everyone  for  devotion  to  the  service, 
and  the  affectionate  .sympathy  which  he  had  experienced 
during  his  recent  absence.  A  most  significant  passage  in  this 
speecli  wasaboutthedifliculty  of  obtaining  young  pharmacists 
and  chemists  who  are  thoroughly  qualified  to  work  inde- 
pendently and  to  organise.  Jlessrs. Burroughs, Wellcomei:  Co. 
are  extending  their  manufactures  in  such  directions  that  they 
constantly  require  more  men  possessing  pharmaceutical  and 
technical  skill  and  knowledge  such  as  are  necessary  for  super- 
vising processes  and  devising  methods,  but,  said  Mr.  Well- 
come, '■  amongst  our  applicants  are  few  100-per-cent.  men. 
When  we  hear  so  niuch  said  about  the  cor  get  ten  condition  of 
pharmacy,  it  is  but  right  that  I  should  say  that  we  always 
l5ave  room  for  fully-trained  men  with  sound  technical 
foundation,  but  they  must  be  100-per-cent.  men.  Those  with 
superficial  culture  are  of  no  use  to  us;  they  must  know  their 
work  from  the  bottom,  and  they  must  be  able  to  apply  their 
knowledge,  and  be  capable  of  development.''  Mr.  Wellcome 
then  intimated  that  within  the  next  few  weeks  a  club  would  be 
opened  at  Dartford,  which  he  hoped  would  be  the  means  of 
knitting  closer  together  in  bonds  of  friendship  all  who  are  en- 
gaged in  the  firm's  ■norks.  This  intimation,  like  other  pas- 
sages in  the  speech,  was  received  with  hearty  cheers,  and  Jlr. 
R.  Clay  Sudlow,  the  vice-chairman  of  the  day,  and  general 
manager  of  the  firm,  returned  thanks  briefly  but  sympatheti- 
cally ;  and  when  Miss  Leake,  the  lady-superintendent  of  the 
women's  departments  at  the  Dartford  factory,  had  spoken  for 
the  "Fair  Sex,"  and  the  "Press  and  Visitors''  had  been 
honoured,  the  company  went  out  into  the  fresh  air.  Some 
hundreds  had  a  trip  on  the  ]lrita»nia  half  way  across  the 
Channel.  Tea  was  served  in  the  Town  Hall  at  6  o'clock, 
and  at  8  the  journey  back  to  town  commenced,  the  train 
running  into  Cannon  Street  a  quarter  of  an  hour  ahead  of 
time.  It  was  a  delightful  day  in  every  respect.  It  is  unneces- 
sary for  us  to  comment  upon  the  fact  that  a  purely  pharms- 
ceutical  firm  in  Groat  Britain  should  be  able  to  make  such  a 
muster  of  workers  as  wa.s  seen  in  Dover  Town  Hall  last  Satur- 
day, but  when  we  add  that  the  firm  is  on  the  eve  of  still 
further  developments  in  manufacturing,  the  remark  of  one 
of  their  staff  that  there  is  an  "  ocean  oif  possibilities  "  before 
it  seems  quite  to  the  point. 

De.  LtDWiG  Mo^D  is  a  very  successful  cultivator  of 
orchids — one  of  the  most  expensive  hobbies  any  man  can 
follow.  His  exhibits  at  the  recent  flower-show  in  Temple 
Gardens  brought  him  a  silver-gilt  nieoal.  We  also  observed 
that  he  ar.d  Dr.  Mes-el.  Chairman  of  the  London  Section  of 
the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  have  this  week  contributed 
very  bandscmely  to  the  Royal  Inttitution  low-tcmre.'a'ure 
rcs'aich. 
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Comments  and  Criticisms. 


THE  GALENICAL  PKEPARATIONS. 


LIQUORES. 
By  John  C.  Umney,  F.C.S. 
One  of  the  most  interesting  classes  of  preparations  of  the 
new  Pharmacopceia  is  the  "  Liquores,"  on  account  espe- 
cially of  the  galenical  preparations,  many  of  which  are  now 
introduced  for  the  first  time.  1  have  divided  them  into 
chemical  and  galenical  liquores  for  convenience  of  considera- 
tion. 

Chemical  Liquoes. 
There  is  one  decided  advance  in  the  chemical  liquors  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  and  that  is  in  the  uniformity  that  has  been 
attained  by  making  them  strictly  percentage  solutions  in 
accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  Macpher.=on  and  others. 
This  has  meant  very  trifling  alterations  only  in  many  of 
the  cases,  but  the  advantage  of  absolute  accuracy  is 
obvious. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  uniformity  of  strength  and  not  uni- 
formity of  dosage  to  which  such  sacrifices  have  been  made 
in  the  new  Pharmacopoeia. 

Several  chemical  liquors  are  omitted  which  found  a  place 
in  the  1885  Pharraacopojia,  but  amongst  those  omissions 
probably  the  only  one  that  will  be  regretted  is  liquor  ferri 
dialysatus,  for  which  there  is  still  a  very  considerable  demand. 
The  omission  of  the  stronger  solutions  of  acetate  and  citrate 
of  ammonium  is  also  in  some  respects  to  be  regretted,  but 
the  deletion  of  the  effervescent  solutions  of  soda,  potash,  and 
lithia — following  the  rule  for  the  omission  of  substances  of  a 
more  or  less  dietetic  character — is  a  decided  advantage,  and 
no  more  will  be  heard  of  the  frivolous  prosecutions  which 
took  jalace  some  few  years  back  with  regard  to  soda-water. 

Ziquor  Amman.  Acet. —  Reference  has  just  been  made  to 
the  fact  that  only  a  dilute  preparation  is  official.  There  can  \ 
be  no  question  that  the  preparation  is  one  that  is  better 
freshly  made,  as  by  this  means  the  proportion  of  carbonic 
acid  in  solution  is  increased,  and  the  palatability  of  the 
preparation  is  much  improved.  No  doubt  the  more  concen- 
trated preparations,  either  1  to  4,  or  even  1  to  7,  will  continue 
to  be  sold,  but  there  is  a  decided  difference  in  tlie  taste  of  a  ' 
dilute  solution  prepared  from  these  concentrated  liquors 
compared  with  that  made  according  to  the  official  process. 
The  difficulty  of  keeping  the  dilute  solution  is  well  known, 
although  the  fungoid  growth  does  not  develop  so  rapidly  as 
in  the  dilute  citrate  of  ammonium  solution.  It  does  seem 
unfortunate  that  the  starting-point  of  the  preparation  has  ! 
not  been  made  from  acetic  acid  instead  of  ammonium 
carbonate  ;  for  whilst  it  is  true  that  starting  with  ammonium  I 
carbonate  up  to  the  British  Pharmacopceia  standard  no  diffi- 
culty would  arise,  yet  very  much  of  the  ammonium  carbonate 
of  commerce,  and  especially  the  powder  after  storage,  is 
much  below  the  requirements  of  the  British  Pharmacoptcia.* 
The  starting-point  should  unquestionably  be  acetic  acid 
(care  should  be  taken  that  it  answers  the  new  test  for  empy- 
reumatic  matter),  which,  it  may  be  noted,  is  the  starting- 
point  of  the  similar  solution  of  the  United  States  Pharma- 
copoeia, although  in  the  case  of  that  preparation  the  product 
is  left  distinctly  acid.     I  find  that  the  sp.  gr.  of  the 

*  Mr.  B.  S.  Proctor  is  responsible  for  the  change  to  ammonium 
carbonate  as  a  starting-point,  but  he  was  careful  to  specify  tliat 
the  carbonate  used  sliould  be  in  translucent  pieces.  EfHoresced 
or  powdered  carbonate  should  not  be  used. — Ed.  C.  li  D.  | 


liquor  made  following  the  directions  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  is- 
about  1  015.  The  instructions  that  the  solution  shall  be- 
preserved  in  green  bottles  are  presumably  intended  to  replace 
the  instructions  in  the  previous  Pharmacopoeia,  that  the 
preparation  should  be  stored  in  bottles  free  from  lead. 

Liquor  Amiiidii.  Cifratis.— The  stiongec  liquor  has  been 
omitted  and  the  dilute  preparation  only  retained,  and  the 
same  observations  as  to  palatability  apply  equally  to  this 
preparation  as  to  the  acetate.  In  this  case,  however,  the 
starting-point  is  citric  acid  and  not  ammonium  carbonate. 
I  find  that  the  preparation  has  a  sp.  gr.  of  about  1  060. 

JLiqi/ores  Arsenicalis,  Arscn.  liijdroMor.  and  Sodii  arsenatis- 
have  now  been  made  strictly  1  per-cent.  solutions. 

Liquor  Arsenii  et  Bydranj.  lodidi. — The  quantities  of 
arsenious  and  mercuric  iodides  have  been  made  exact  for  a- 
1-per-cent.  solution — namely,   87^  gr,,   provided  that  the 
whole  of  these  salts  go  into  solution,  and  therefore  the  word- 
ing should  be  "  until  all  is  dissolved,"  or  if  the  wording:of 

nearly  all  "  be  retained,  some  excess  of  the  salts  should  be 
taken  to  provide  for  what  does  not  pass  into  solution.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  there  is  practically  nothing  left  undissolved  oT 
properly  prepared  salts,  and  the  United  States  Pharma- 
coposia,  which  contains  a  preparation  of  precisely  the  same 
strength,  directs  that  trituration  shall  be  continued  until 
solution  is  effected.  It  will  be  iioted  also  that  the  synonym 
"  Donovan's  Solution  "  is  omitted  from  the  present  Pharma- 
copoeia. The  reason  for  this  omission,  however,  is  not  clear  ; . 
especially  as  the  solution  of  precisely  the  same  strength  con- 
tained in  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia  still  retains  tiiab 
name.  Neither  this  solution  nor  that  of  the  1885  Pharma- 
copceia is  of  the  same  strength  as  the  original  Donovan's 
solution,  but  the  synonym  is  practically  an  abbreviated  title 
much  in  vogue  with  medical  practitioners  and  should  have 
been  retained  for  that  reason  alone. 

LJqvor   Atropine  Sulp?t.— The  substitution  of  salicylic- 
acid  and  distilled  water  for  camphor- water  is  not,  so  far  as 
my  experience  up  to  the  present  gof  s,  an  advantage.  More- 
over, according  to  Squire,  salicylate  of  atropine  is  not  by  aby 
means  stable  in  solution. 

Liquor  Sismutki.— The  process  for  the  preparation  of  this- 
liquor  has  been  remodelled,  and  is  now  in  most  points  in 
accordance  with  the  method  suggested  by  MacEwan  (see 
page  528  of  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  which  every 
pharmacist  should  possess),  which  process  has  been  followed' 
on  a  manufacturing  scale  for  some  years.  The  main  point 
of  difference  is  in  the  employment  of  carbonate  and  citrate- 
of  potassium  in  place  of  citric  acid  and  ammonia,  and  the 
change  is  not  a  satisfactory  one.  It  will  be  found  that 
operating  precisely  in  accordance  with  the  British  Pbarma- 
copicia  a  considerable  difficulty  arises  in  taking  into  solution 
the  whole  of  the  precipitated  citrate  of  bismuth. 

A  series  of  experiments  that  I  have  tried  have  yielded  the- 
followicg  results,  the  bismuth  being  calculated  in  each  case- 
as  sulphide,  and  following  the  official  test: — 

T~,  Bismuth  as  Sulphide- 


Irom  10  c.c. 

B.P.  1898  No.  1   -486  gramme 

No.  2   -479 

„        No.  3   -518 

No.  4   -476 

MacEwan's  process     ...       ...       ...  -601  „ 

B.P.  with  175  gr.  acid,  citric,  per  pint  •6C5  „ 

B.P.  requirements    '55  „ 


By  the  addition  of  175  gr.  of  citric  acid  per  pint,  and  an. 
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increased  quantity  of  ammonia,  in  the  final  stage  of  the  pro- 
cess, there  is  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  quantity  of  bismuth 
in  solution  equal  to  6  gramme  of  sulphide  from  10  c  c. 

Liquor  Calcis. — It  is  a  pity  that  the  Pharmacopojia  does 
not  include  any  statement  as  to  the  variability  of  the 
stiength  of  solution  according  to  the  temperature  of  storage. 
It  has  been  shown  by  Maben  that  very  considerable  diffe- 
rences exist  according  to  temperature,  and  the  United  States 
Pharmacopceia  recognises  this  in  stating  that  at  15°  C.  the 
solution  contains  017  per  cent,  of  calcium  hydrate.  There 
is  no  difliculty  in  preparing  from  absolutely  freshly-slaked 
lime  a  solution  containing  even  slightly  more  hydrate  of 
calcium  in  solution  than  required  by  the  British  Pharma- 
copceia. 

JAquor  Ethyl  Kitritis. — The  solution  of  nitrite  of  ethyl  of 
3-per-cent.  strength  in  absolute  alcohol  and  glycerine,  as 
suggested  by  Dun.itan  and  Pymond,  and  reported  on  very 
favourably  by  Dr.  Leech,  has  been  included  in  the  Pharma- 
coposia,  but  the  actual  composition  is  not  clear  from  the 
description.  In  my  opinion  the  reading  would  have  been 
better  somewhat  as  under  : — 

A  solution  containing  3  por  cent,  bj-  weight  of  nitrite  of  ethyl 
ill  a  solvent  consisting  of  a  mixture  of  alcohol  and  glycerine  in 
the  proportion  of  95  and  5  pai'ts  rpspectively  by  volume. 

The  process  for  obtaining  the  ethyl  nitrite  is  not  detailed, 
but  the  characters  and  tests — especially  the  test  for  the  com- 
plete absence  of  aldehyde — will  give  evidence  of  a  product 
prepared  by  the  process  mentioned.  It  is  in  my  opinion  un- 
fortunate that  the  percentage  of  ethyl  nitrite  has  not  been 
made  in  every  respect  to  correspond  to  that  of  spirit  of  nitre, 
as  in  that  case  practitioners  would  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  judging  during  the  next  few  years  whether  the  prepara- 
tions were  of  equal  potency,  provided  the  ethyl  nitrite 
strengths  of  the  two  were  identical.  Although  the  ethyl 
nitrite  percentage  of  spirit  of  nitre  is  to  be  allowed  to  de- 
crease from  2|  to  2  per  cent.,  that  of  the  solution  of  ethyl 
nitrite  may  decrease  from  3  to  Zh  per  cent. 

Liquor  Hydrcgcn.  Pcroxid.  is  now  official  for  the  first 
time,  and  it  is  somewhat  unfortunate  that  its  valuation  is 
not  based  upon  a  volumetric  process  such  as  is  included  in 
the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  where  it  is  official  as 
"  Aqua  hydrogenii  dioxidi."  It  is  true  that  very  specific 
instructions  are  included  in  the  Pbai'macopoeia  as  to  the 
strength  of  solution  of  permanganate  of  potash  to  be  em- 
ployed, and  also  as  to  the  acidity  of  the  solution  in  which 
evolution  of  gas  is  to  be  made;  and  it  should  be  noted  that 
unless  these  conditions  are  most  strictly  observed  the  evolu- 
tion of  gas  from  the  solution  of  peroxide  is  not  by  any 
means  constant,  and  appears  to  vary  proportionately  as 
3  is  to  5,  according  to  the  alkalinitj',  neutrality,  or  acidity 
of  the  solution  in  which  the  decomposition  is  made  to  take 
place. 

Liquor  lodi  Fortis. — Under  this  name  the  compilers  have 
chosen  to  include  the  preparation  formerly  known  as  lini* 
ment,  with  the  exception  only  that  the  glycerin  has  been 
omitted.  The  name  is  not  a  fortunate  one  and  may  lead  to 
some  slight  confusion.  Probably  the  better  title  would  have 
been  "  Pigmentum  iodi,"  although  this  would  have  intro- 
duced a  new  class  of  preparations  into  the  Pharmacopceia — 
possibly  the  reason  why  it  was  avoided. 

lAquores  MorjiMnce  Acct.,  Hydrochlor.,  and  Tart. — Each 
of  these  three  solutions  has  been  made  strictly  1  per  cent , 
and  the  adoption  of  a  tartrate  in  place  of  the  sulphate  is  a 
decided  imiirovement.  The  tartrate  is  a  fairly  soluble  salt, 
and  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  solution  of  the  sulphate  made 
official  in  the  Addendum,  1890,  has  met  with  any  degree  of 
t'a\our.  The  omission  of  the  solution  of  bimeconate  was 
ex'peCtcd,  for  although  a  combination  with  meconic  acid 


was  a  more  or  less  natural  one,  yet  the  inert  nature  of  the 
acid  was  no  argument  in  fa\  our  of  its  employment. 

Liquor  rotass<e. — The  method  of  production  is  omitted, 
and  detailed  instructions  given  for  the  first  time  as  to 
storage  of  the  preparation.  It  would  have  been  better  if 
the  instructions  had  included  some  hint  as  to  the  greasing 
of  the  stopper,  as  if  stored  with  air-tight  stoppers,  as 
directed  in  the  Pharmacopceia,  without  this  or  similar  pre- 
caution the  stoppers  rapidly  become  absolutely  fixed  and 
immovable. 

Liquor  St rycliniyur  Ilijdrochhir. — The  preparation  of  this 
solution  with  the  hydrochloride  in  place  of  the  alkaloid 
itself,  with  excess  of  hydrochloric  acid,  will  doubtless  do 
away  with  the  difficulty  of  crystallisation,  whicli  has  been 
the  subject  of  considerable  experiment  by  Duncan  and 
others,  and  which  has  led  to  so  much  trouble  in  winter  since 
the  publication  of  the  1885  Pharmacopa;ia.  The  instructions 
that  the  solution  should  not  be  kept  in  a  cold  place,  which 
were  included  iu  the  later  reprints  of  the  1885  edition,  are 
now  omitted. 

Ljiquor  /Anci  Chloridi. — The  sp.  gr.  has  been  corrected 
and  is  now  1-530.  It  is  not  clear  how  the  incorrect  sp.  gr. 
of  tne  1885  edition  originated,  as  its 'mistake  must  be  obvious 
even  on  calculation.  The  sp.  gr.  in  the  United  States  Phar- 
macopceia of  a  solution  of  practically  the  same  strength  is 
given  as  1535.  [Galenical  Liquors  are  dealt  with  in  a  portion 
of  the  paper  which  we  reserve  until  next  week. — Ed.  C.  4"  jf  ] 


DOCTORS  AND  THE  B.P. 

The  Tunbridge  Wells  and  District  Chemists'  Association  has 
circularised  the  medical  profession  of  the  district  regarding 
the  adoption  of  the  new  B.P.  as  a  standard,  and  recom- 
mends Midsummer  Day  as  the  time  to  begin,  also  that  until 
then  "  1898 "  should  be  appended  to  any  article  when  the 
new  kind  is  specially  intended.  The  circular  concludes  with 
the  following  useful  list  of  alterations  in  potency  of  prepara- 
tions in  the  1898  British  Pharmacopoeia  compared  with  that 
of  1885:  — 

Stronger 

Liquor  epispasticus    ...  (twice) 

Pil.  phosphori   (nearly  twice) 

Spirit,  cajuputi  ^five  times) 

Tinct.  helladonniB    (twice) 

Tinct.  chloi-of.  et  morphin.  co.    (four  times  in  morphine) 

(nearly  twice) 
(nearly  twice) 
(twice) 


Tinct.  colchici  ... 

Tinct.  lobeliif  ether  

Tinct.  nucis  vomic;e  ... 

Tinct.  podophylli   

Tinct.  cjuassiue  ... 

Aqua  cldoroformi   

Ext.  belladon.  alcoholic. 

Ext.  nucis  vomicie 

Ext.  opii  liquid. 

Ext.  pliysostigmat. 

Inj.  aiiomorph.  hypoderni.  .. 

Inj.  morpliin.  hypoderm 

Suppos.  moq)liin. 

Tinct.  aconiti  

Tinct.  stropliantlii   


..  (twice) 
..    (tlu'ee  times) 


(one  half) 
(one  tln'rd) 
(two  thirds) 
(three  quarters) 
(one  quarter) 
(one  half) 
(one  lialf) 
(one  half) 
(two  fifths) 
(one  lialf) 


Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Association, 
informs  us  that  the  replies  have  been  very  gratify  ing,  and  show 
that  the  medical  profession  appreciated  the  step  taken. 
Every  reply  has  been  in  favour  of  the  suggestions  made.  "  I 
think,"  he  adds,  "  other  associations  might  well  take  some 
similar  step  (if  they  have  not  ah-eady  done  so).  I  am  sure 
it  would  tend  to  obviate  many  of  the  difficulties  we  are  sure 
to  meet  with." 

FRENCH  OPINION. 
DrRiNc  the  past  few  weeks  (writes  our  Paris  Correspon- 
dent) I  have  had  conversations  with  about  twenty  of  the 
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leading  Paris  pharmacists  engaged  in  either  educational  or 
practical  work,  on  the  subject  of  the  new  B.P.  Owing  to  the 
fact  that  a  new  Codex  is  at  the  present  moment  in  course  of 
preparation,  the  new  work  has  been  received  with  great 
interest  by  French  pharmacists.  Bat,  with  that  salutary  fear 
of  erring  by  a  too  hastily  formed  judgment  which  marks  all 
true  scientists,  few  of  them  are  yet  prepared  to  express  a 
definite  opinion  regarding  it,  though  they  are  practically 
unanimous  in  commending  the  great  care  exercised  in  its 
■coinpilation.  I  met  M.  Planchon,  the  popular  Director  of 
the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy,  a  few  days  ago,  and  in  reply 
to  my  inquiry  he  said  :— "  Ye?,  I  have  just  glanced  over  your 
new  Pharmacopceia and  find  it  both  simplified  and  improved, 
it  is  a  very  creditable  work  and  altogether  an  improvement. 
Every  one  I  have  spoken  to  on  the  subject  is  of  the  same 
opinion.  You  know  we  are  revising  our  own  Codex  and  are 
very  busy  with  it  just  now.  One  of  the  ideas  we  are  keeping 
in  view  is,  the  possibility  of  the  ultimp,te  preparation  of  the 
much  talked-of  International  Pharmacop(jcia."  In  reply  to 
my  inquiry  as  to  whether  he  thought  the  new  B.P.  would  in 
any  way  facilitate  the  attainment  of  that  object,  he  added 
that  it  had  not  struck  him  so,  though  he  had  not  looked  at 
the  work  specially  from,  that  point  of  view.  Referring  to 
his  own  special  branch  of  materia  medica,  he  mentioned 
that  the  tests  for  drugs,  &c.,  seemed  particularly  complete 
and  well  drawn  up.  He  considers  them  very  minute,  in  fact, 
almost  exaggerated,  but  very  carefully  prepared. 


PROFESSOR  V.  B.  LEWES  lectured  before  the  Society  of 
Chemical  Industry  at  Burlington  House,  W.,  on  June  6, 
"  On  the  Conditions  Existing  in  Acetylene  generators." 
Professor  Lewes  recounted  how  in  January,  1895,  he  first 
introduced  acetylene  gas  to  an  English  audience  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Society  of  Arts,  having  then  had  three 
months'  experience  with  the  gas,  which  he  generated  from 
American  calcium  carbide  received  from  Willson.  He 
showed  the  generator  which  he  then  used,  in  which  the 
carbide  was  confined  in  a  gauze  cage,  and  suspended  in  a 
bell-jar  inverted  in  a  large  glass  vessel  of  water,  and  which 
had  become  the  type  of  an  immense  number  of  generators 
since  introduced.  A  00  Bray  burner,  consuming  2  cubic  feet 
of  gas  an  hour,  was  fixed  in  the  cork  of  the  bell-jar,  and  as  the 
gas  filled  the  jar  it  lifted  the  bell-glass  and  carbide  out  of 
the  water.  Conversely,  as  the  gas  was  used,  the  carbide 
sank  into  the  water  and  a  fresh  evolution  of  gas  was  given 
off.  In  another  generator  which  he  used,  water  was  allowed 
to  drip  on  to  carbide,  and  this  had  become  the  type  of  about 
150  others  in  which  the  inventors  have  rung  the  changes 
by  either  bringing  the  water  to  the  carbide  or  the  carbide  to 
the  water,  with  just  enough  variety  to  enable  them  to  patent 
the  idea  and  float  a  company.  He  now  came  to  the  supposed 
factors  which  cause  carbide  of  calcium  to  become  explosive, 
and  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Boverton  Redwood  he  had  been 
investigating  the  subject.  Phosphuretted  hydrogen,  phos- 
gene, and  siliciuretted  hydrogen  were  the  substances  to 
which  the  danger  was  supposed  to  be  due,  owing  to  their 
Jiability  to  spontaneous  combustion.  Experiments  had  been 
made  with  English,  American,  and  continental  carbide,  and 
the  gas  from  these  they  had  analysed  for  phosphuretted 
hydrogen,  but  they  found  it  present  only  in  very  small 
quantities  in  good  commercial  samples.  The  continental 
samples  were  the  worst;  in  these  they  had  found  as  much  as 
2  3  per  cent,  of  this  impurity.  The  English,  made  at  Foyers, 
was  found  to  be  the  purest,  owing  to  selection  of  lime  free 
from  phosphates,  sulphates,  and  magnesia  The  American 
kind  came  next,  and  taking  all  samples,  good  and  bad, 
they  found  the  average  quantity  of  phosphuretted  hydrogen 
to  be  0  6  per  cent.  Some  of  the  samples  of  carbide  used 
gave  only  2J  cubic  feet  of  gas  per  lb.,  while  good  samples 
gave  5'7  cubic  feet,  and,  curiously  enough,  the  poorest 
samples  were  sometimes  the  purest.    It  was  thought  that 


perhaps  the  nodules  present  in  most  samples  were  the  source 
of  phosphuretted  hydrogen,  but  on  collecting  these  they 
were  found  to  be  chiefly  silicate  of  iron,  with  a  little  silicide 
of  magnesium  and  carborundrum  (silicide  of  carbon).  Sili- 
cide of  magnesium  with  hydrochloric  acid  occasionally  gives 
off  bubbles  of  inflammable  gas.    At  Foyers  the  carbide  taken 
from  the  furnace  was  not  the  same  throughout  the  mass  ; 
the  makers  cannot  afford  to  sell  the  pure  ingot  only,  but  mix 
the  ingot  (which  is  91  per  cent,  pure)  with  the  crust  (60  to 
75  per  cent,  pure),  to  produce  a  blend  which  gives  off 
5  cubic  feet  of  gas  per  lb.  (pure  carbide  yields  5  8).  It 
might  happen  that  a  demand  would  spring  up  for  acetylene 
for  diluting  with  coal-gas,  in  which  case  the  crust  would  be 
quite  suitable,  and  the  ingot  could  be  sold  for  generating 
gas  to  be  used        se,  but  till  then  only  a  blend  would  be 
sold.    In  regard  to  the  presence  of  siliciuretted  hydrogen,  if 
a  cold  porcelain  dish  is  held  in  the  acetylene-flame,  and  the 
deposit  of  carbon  burnt  off,  a  white  residue  of  silica  is  left. 
Professor  Lewes  stated  that  he  had  collected  the  whole  of  the 
silica  given  ofiE  from  a  known  volume  of  gas,  and  found  the 
siliciuretted  hydrogen  to  amount  to  0  01  per  cent,  of  the 
original  gas — a  quantity  which  had  no  power  for  danger. 
Experiments  were  then  made  with  mixtures  of  phosgene  and 
acetylene  to  see  what  quantity  was  necessary  to  cause 
spontaneous   combustion.     Calcic   phosphide   and  calcic 
carbide  were  mixed  and  placed  in  water,  and  it  was  found 
that  contact  with  water  destroyed  all  trace  of  spontaneous 
combustion  in  the  mixed  gases.    Phosgene  was  then  made 
by  the  action  of  caustic  soda  on  calcic  phosphide,  and  the 
evolved  gas  tested  to  make  sure  that  it  was  spontaneously 
inflammable,  but  it  was  found  that  it  was  necessary  to  mix 
80  per  cent,  of  it  with  the  acetylece  and  use  warm  water 
before  they  could  make  the  mixture  spontaneously  inflame. 
The  conclusion  was  that  commercial  calcic  carbide  is  quite 
free  from  the  danger  of  spontaneously  inflaming,  but  that 
the  presence  of  the  impurity  lowered  the  igniting-point.  The 
lecturer  then  went  on  to  consider  the  conditions  which  exist 
in  generators,  and  the  temperature  caused  by  the  decom- 
position of  carbide  and  its  effect.     Parenthetically,  he 
warned  his  hearers  that  variations  in  analysing  samples  were 
due  to  the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  carbide;  91-per-cent. 
carbide  varied  from  89  5  to  93  per  cent.    The  question  of 
th3  heat  of  decomposition  was  very  important.     The  experi- 
ments made  showed  that  each  gramme  gave  406  calories,  or 
lakiEg  the  mean   of  dozens  of  experiments    377.  The 
Charlottenburg    figures,    published     shortly    after  these 
experiments  were  completed,  gave  260  4  calories,  which 
was,    be    thought,    the    best    testimonial    they  could 
have   for  English  carbide.     He  next  dealt  with  gene- 
rators, which  he  divided  into  three  classes.     In  the  first 
water  drops  on  to  carbide.    This  kind  was  long  a  favourite, 
as  the  makers  thought  that  when  the  water-supply  was  cut 
off  gas  ceased  to  be  evolved,  but  he  showed  that  this  was  not 
so.    The  second  class  is  in  two  divisions  :  in  2a  the  carbide 
is  plunged  under  water,  and  raised  out  again  by  the  evolu- 
tion of  gas,  and  in  2b  the  water  is  raised  up  to  the  carbide. 
In  the  third  class  carbide  is  dropped  into  a  large  bulk  of 
water.    Taking  Class  1,  forty  separate  determinations  of  rise 
in  temperature  showed  it  to  be  very  serious  ;   it  ran  from 
400°  up  to  700°.     At  the  lower  tempprature  white  vapours 
of  benzene  were  given  olT,  and  at  700°  brown  tar-vapours, 
began  to  be  introduced,  resulting  not  only  in  a  loss  of 
acetylene  but  alteration  in  burning-properties.     When  the 
water-supply  was  cut  off  evolution  of  gas  went  on  for  an  hour 
and  three  quarters,  but,  of  course,  ever  decreasing    This  led 
to  consideration  of  the  cjuantity  of  water  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  decomposition  of  the  carbide,  as  h  pint  of  water 
ought  to  decompose  1  lb. ;  but  it  was  found  that  it  was 
necessary  to  flood  the  residue  to  completely  decompose  it. 
Lime  clings  round  the  residue  so  tenaciously  that  the  water 
cannot  get  at  the  last  portions,  and  the  residue  being 
thrown  down  the  drain  may  cause  serious  consequences. 
Makers  of  generators  have  the  vaguest  ideas  as  to  the  air- 
space to  allow.     A  cubic  foot  of  space  holds  137  lbs.  of 
carbide,  and  80  lbs.  of  common  lump  carbide  gives  400 
cubic  feet  of  gas.     Carbide,   however,  swells  up,  and 
occupies  more   space,  according  to    the  way  water  is 
supplied  to  it.     Professor  Lewes  has  collected  the  vapours 
given  off  in  a  generator  and  found  them   to  consist 
of  ammonium  sulphide  and  hyposulphite  with  tar — an  excel- 
lent material  for  stripping  off  paint  from  the  interior  of  the 
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generator.  In  the  second  class  of  generator  the  temperature 
rises  to  above  780  ',  the  temperature  at  which  acetylene 
decomposed.  The  slaked-lime  residue,  which  should  be  left 
quite  white,  is  often  of  a  snuff  colour,  owing  to  it  being  charged 
with  tarry  products,  due  to  polymerisation  of  acetylene.  In 
extreme  cases  a  fine  velvety  soot  is  deposited  in  the  generator. 
The  gas  given  off  at  high  temperature  he  had  found  to  be 
a  mi.xture  of  70  parts  of  acetylene,  11  of  methane,  and  19  of 
hydrogen,  and  to  possess  only  half  the  illuminating-power  of 
acetylene.  In  a  case  of  this  sort  the  generator-maker  blames 
the  carbide-maker  for  supplying  such  a  poor  sample.  The 
burners  first  used  were  ordinary  gas-burners  with  very  small 
holes,  and  these  burn  very  well  for,  say,  200  hours,  but  then 
begin  to  smoke,  which  means  business  to  the  generator- 
maker,  as  people  don't  care  for  a  deposit  of  carbon  on  every- 
thing in  the  room.  The  Naphey  burner  (which  has  air-holes 
like  a  bunsen)  was  then  introduced,  and  has  since  been  varied 
by  many  other  patentees.  The  deposit  of  carbon  in  burners 
is  due  to  the  presence  of  benzene.  Professor  Lewes  showed 
the  effects  of  a  trace  of  benzene  in  acetylene.  The  remedy 
lies  in  providing  a  suitable  generator.  Tlie  third  form  of 
generator  was  nest  described.  It  is  the  best  form,  but  sliould 
be  used  intelligently.  It  is  not  popular  with  makers,  as 
automatic  principles  cannot  be  adapted  to  it  so  readily,  and 
the  automatic  craze  is  all-ruling  just  now.  This  generator 
must  have  plenty  of  water  and  a  movable  false  bottom,  as  if 
a  large  quantity  of  carbide  is  dumped  on  the  bottom  of  the 
tank  the  heat  is  sometimes  sufficient  to  melt  the  tin.    In  the 

Discussion 

which  followed,  Mr.  Boverton  Redwood  alluded  to  the  smoky 
flame  of  the  old  camphene-lamp,  where  spirit  of  turpentine 
was  used,  and  thought  that  they  owed  a  debt  of  gratitude  to 
the  Society  of  Arts  for  getting  together  the  exhibition  of 
generators  at  the  Imperial  Institute. 

Mr.  Worth,  of  Fojers,  recalled  the  experiments  they  had 
made  at  Foyers  since  1895,  covering  every  particle  of  ground. 
Every  class  of  lime  and  carbon  had  been  used  and  hundreds 
of  burners  constructed,  but  now  they  had  resolved  to  confine 
themselves  to  making  carbide  and  leave  other  matters  to  the 
generator-makers.  They  had  received  complaints  that  the 
third  class  ot  generator  never  gave  off  5  cubic  feet  of  gas, 
and  he  was  pleased  to  see  Professor  Lewes's  explanation,  as 
he  had  long  suspected  that  the  mass  of  carbide  gave  greater 
heat  than  if  in  detached  pieces. 

Professor  Clowes,  speaking  of  Pictet,  mentioned  a  serious 
explosion  that  once  resulted  whilst  he  was  experimenting 
with  the  gas. 

Mr.  Friswell  was  interested  to  know  that  benzene  was 
given  off  at  so  low  a  temperature  as  700°,  and  thought  that 
perhaps  agitation  would  help  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of 
lime  round  the  core  of  carbide. 

Mr.  Otto  Hehner  asked  if  the  lecturer  was  sure  that 
benzene  caused  the  smoking. 

Mr.  Agamen  suggested  that  some  apparatus  might  be 
used  to  puiify  the  acetjlene  before  burning  it.  Another 
gentleman  wanted  to  know  wby  it  was  that  acetylene  and  oil- 
gas,  as  used  on  the  German  State  railways,  did  not  smoke,  if 
a  trace  of  benzene  could  cause  such  a  lot  of  smoke;  and 
another  inquirer  asked  if  Professor  Lewes  was  quite  sure  that 
methane  resulted  when  acetylene  was  prepared  at  too  high 
a  temperature. 

Professor  Lewes,  in  reply,  said  that  in  the  third  type  of 
generator  over-heat  occurred  when  the  carbide  was  shot  on 
the  floor  of  the  tank,  and  gave  a  lower  yield  of  gas,  and  they 
must  bear  in  mind  that  acetylene  was  soluble  in  water,  and 
that  if  the  bulk  of  water  was  great  it  might  make  a  distinct 
difference  in  yield  of  gas.  Agitation  would  cause  the  gas  to 
be  given  off  at  an  increased  rate,  which  was  not  desirable. 
Pictet's  explosion  was  due  to  compression  during  some  ex- 
periments in  liquefying  acetylene.  Benzene  and  acetylene 
could  be  burnt  without  smoking,  but  with  a  different  burner 
to  that  required  by  acetylene  alone.  In  regard  to  the  sugges- 
tion of  purification,  the  third  type,  owing  to  the  bulk  of  water 
present,  did  exert  a  purifying  effect.  In  ths  gas  given  off 
from  carbide  at  high  temperatures  it  was  methane  which 
was  present — he  had  satisfied  himself  on  that  score. 

In  Mexico,  American  manufactured  drugs  and  druggists' 
sundries  are  gaining  favour  rapidly. 


IPcreonalltles. 


Mb.  W.  E.  Goff,  chemist  and  druggist,  34  High  Street 
Dartford,  has  been  returned  as  a  member  of  the  Dartford 
School  Board. 

Mr.  William  Laibd,  L.P.S.I.,  who  has  been  out  in 
Melbourne  for  ten  years,  came  home  again  on  Monday,  and 
is  likely  to  resume  business  in  Dublin. 

Mr.  Julian  Hokricll.  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Broadstairs, 
has  been  elected  Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  by 
the  Urban  District  Council  of  Broadstairs  and  St .  Peter's. 

Mr.  J.  D.  AiTKEX,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Southsea, 
who  was  ordained  by  the  Bishop  of  London  on  Trinity 
Sunday,  has  been  accepted  by  the  Church  Missionary  Society 
for  service  in  West  Africa. 

Mr.  a.  Sidney  Campkin,  J. P.,  represented  the  Cambridge 
district  last  week  at  the  A.M.C.  of  the  Manchester  Unity  at 
Oxford,  and  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority  on  the  first 
round  of  voting  as  one  of  the  tcQ  members  of  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

Last  Friday,  June  3,  i\Ir.  Albert  Domeier,  St.  Mary-at- 
Hill,  E.C.,  celebrated  his  silver  wedding,  and  a  number  of 
his  friends  on  '  Change  took  the  opportunity  of  sending 
telegraphic  felicitations,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Domeier  having  gone 
to  their  old  home  in  Germany  to  celebrate  the  happy  event. 

Mb.  Thomas  Lamb,  pharma  cist.  New  York,  whom  on 
April  30  we  described  (on  the  authority  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Era)  as  "a  talented  young  Englishman  holding  the  diploma 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,"  writes  to- 
explain  to  the  only  Mr.  Tlionias  Lamb  on  the  register  and 
to  all  concerned  that  he  is  "  an  American  citizen,  a  pharma- 
cist (by  examination)  of  the  city  of  Xew  York,  and  passed 
the  Preliminary  examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain  in  1878." 

The  production  of  "  the  Ambassador,"  by  John  Oliver  Hobbes, 
at  St.  James'  Theatre  last  week,  is  an  event,  apart  from  its- 
remarkable  success,  which 
is  deserving  of  record  in  our 
pages,  the  gifted  authoress, 
Mrs.  Craigie,  being  well 
known  to  many  in  the 
London  drug-trade  as  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  John  yioT- 
gan  Richards,  Holborn 
Viaduct,  and  by  her  pen- 
name,  John  Oliver  Hobbes, 
is  known  to  the  reading- 
world  through  her  novels. 
"The  Ambassador"  is 
not  Mrs.  Craigie's  first  at- 
tempt as  a  playwright. 
She  wrote  a  pretty  curtain- 
raiser  two  years  ago,  and 
it  was  always  felt  that  her 
brilliant  dialogue  would  lend  itself  to  stage-purposes. 

A  EEPBESENTATIVE  of  the  Glafgoiv  Evening  Citizen,  who- 
was  present  at  Hawarden  during  the  last  illness  of  Mr. 
Gladstone,  repoits,  in  a  recent  issue  of  that  paper,  an  inter- 
view which  he  had  with  Mr.  Jarvis,  the  village  chemist. 
When  Mr.  Jarvis  began  business  at  Hawarden  he  occupied  a 
small  house  near  the  station,  but  as  his  venture  proved  a 
success  he  approached  Mr.  Gladstone  with  a  view  to  securing 
larger  and  more  central  premises.  Mr.  Gladstone  at  once 
responded  to  the  application  by  building  the  premises  which 
Mr.  Jarvis  now  occupies.  The  day  the  new  shop  was  opened 
a  card  intimating  the  fact  was  sent  to  the  Castle,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  same  afternoon  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Gladstone  called, 
and,  making  some  purcha.ses,  wished  him  every  success. 
From  that  time  until  his  death  Mr.  Gladstone's  medicines 
were  always  dispensed  by  Mr.  Jarvis.  Prior  to  his  last  illness 
Mr.  Gladstone  made  occasional  visits  to  Mr.  Jarvis's  shop,  and, 
wandering  round  the  counter  in  the  course  of  conversation, 
would  read  the  Latin  on  the  labels  of  the  bottles,  and  discus.s 
with  Mr.  Jarvis  the  language  and  the  various  drugs,  in  which 
he  showed  his  wonderful  scope  of  knowledge. 
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WHEN  the  Fellows  assembled  on  Thursday  evening  of 
last  week  it  was  expected  that  in  consequence  of  the 

Death  op  Lokd  Platfaie 

that  an  adjournment  would  be  moved.  However,  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  which  could  not  be  departed  from, 
and  the  feeling  references  made  by  Professor  IJewar,  the 
President,  to  his  late  master  were  a  fitting  tribute  to  his 
worth.  He  mentioned  that  the  banquet  to  past  Presidents 
will  not  be  held  until  October  28.  Professor  Dewar  then 
communicated  further  observations  on 

Lkjuid  Hydeogen. 

He  has  determined  the  boiling-point  of  liquid  hydrogen  at 
atmospheric  pressure  with  a  platinum  resistance  thermo- 
meter, and  has  found  it  to  be  -238  2°  or  -238  9°,  and 
—  237°  by  Dickson's  formula.  The  boiling-point  of  the 
liquid  is,  therefore,  about  —  238°  C.  or  35°  absolute,  and  is 
thus  about  5°  higher  than  that  obtained  by  Olszewski  by  the 
adiabatic  expansion  of  the  compressed  gas,  and  about  8° 
higher  than  that  deduced  by  Wroblewski  from  Van  der 
Waals'  equation.  It  may  be  inferred  that  the  critical  point 
of  hydrogen  is  about  50°  absolute,  and  that  the  critical 
pressure  will  probably  not  exceed  15  atmospheres.  The 
approximate  density  of  liquid  hydrogen  at  its  boiling-point 
was  determined  by  measuring  the  volume  of  the  gas  obtained 
by  evaporating  10  c.c,  and  is  slightly  less  than  0  07,  or 
about  one-sixth  that  of  liquid  marsli-gas,  which  has  a 
density  of  041  and  is  the  lightest  liquid  at  its  boiling-point 
hitherto  known.  It  is  remarkable  that,  with  so  low  a  density, 
liquid  hydrogen  is  so  easily  seen,  has  so  well-defined  a 
meniscus,  and  can  be  so  readily  collected  and  manipulated 
in  vacuum  vessels.  The  specific  heat  of  the  liquid  is  pro- 
bably 6-4. 

After  this  Mr.  Fenton  communicated  a  paper  by  himself 
and  Miss  Mildred  Gostling,  B.Sc,  on  the  action  of  hydrogen 
bromide  in  presence  of  ether  and  certain  organic  acids.  It 
had  no  pharmaceutical  interest.  Professor  Collie  followed 
with  a  paper  by  himself  and  Mr.  W.  Lean  on 

Some  Chloeopyeidinbcaeboxylic  Acids. 

The  paper  came  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Research  Labora- 
tory, and  it  bore  upon  the  synthesis  of  alkaloids. 

They  have  prepared  from  ethylic  chlorolutidinecarboxylate 
several  chloropyridinecarboxylic  acids  and,  by  reducing  one 
of  them  with  tin  and  hydrochloric  acid,  carbocinchomeronic 
acid,  which  is  also  one  of  the  products  of  the  action  of 
oxidising-agents  on  quinine  and  several  other  alkaloids. 
Ethylic  chlorolutidinemonocarboxylate  is  a  sweet-smelling 
liquid  boiling  at  288-^290°.  Chlorolutidinecarboxylic  acid 
crystallises  in  small  needles  melting  at  148°.  The  prepara- 
tion of  these  and  other  substances  was  described. 


THE  second  soin'c  of  the  season  took  place  at  Burlington 
House  on  June  8,  when  the  rooms  of  the  Society, 
beautifully  decorated  with  plants  and  flowers,  were  crowded 
by  a  large  assembly  of  distinguished  ladies  and  gentlemen. 
The  guests,  received  by  Lord  Lister  and  Lady  Evans,  in- 
cluded the  Earl  of  Crawford,  Lord  and  Lady  Kelvin,  Lord 
and  Lady  Rayleigh,  Sir  Wm.  Crookes,  Sir  Wm.  Broadbent, 
Dr.  Farquharson,  Sir  Wm.  Roberts,  Sir  Richard  T.  Thorne, 
Dr.  Lauder  Brunton,  Sir  Douglas  Powell,  Sir  Hugh  Owen, 
Professor  Mendeleef,  Dr.  Pye-Smith,  Professor  Ramsay, 
Professor  Dewar,  Sir  A.  C.  Lyall,  and  Sir  Robert  Ball. 

Among  the  novelties  exhibited  and  not  previously  reported 
we  noticed  the  Steljes  Printing  Telegraph-recorder  exhibited 
by  Mr.  Louis  P.  Casella.  This  is  an  instrument  operated  by 
the  Wheatstone  A. B.C.  magneto-transmitter,  and  does  not 
require  batteries.  Messages  sent  are  printed  at  the  sending 
and  receiving  stations  at  the  same  time,  in  readable 
characters,  by  means  of  rubber  type  It  has  been  worked 
over  a  distance  of  forty  miles,  although  it  is  specially 


adapted  for  short  distances,  such  as  usually  obtains  where 
tape-machines  are  in  use.  Skilled  operators  are  not  re- 
quired to  work  it  on  account  of  the  simplicity,  the  keyboard 
used  for  transmitting  being  of  a  very  simple  character — less 
complicated,  in  fact,  than  the  keyboard  of  an  ordinary  type- 
writer. The  Direct  Telephone  Exchange  Syndicate  (Limited) 
were  showing  their  automatic  telephone-exchange  system. 
This  system  does  away  with  the  "  autocratic  telephone-girl  " 
at  the  Exchange,  as  each  subscriber  can  connect  himself 
with  the  person  he  wishes  to  talk  to  by  a  very  simple 
method.  If,  for  instance,  it  was  wished  to  call  up  The 
Chemist  and  Deuggist,  it  is  first  necessary  to  take  down 
the  receiver,  and  then  turn  a  dial  successively  to  the  figures 
8,  5,  and  2,  and  then  turn  a  bell-handle.  If  properly 
connected  the  bell  rings,  and,  conversation  finished, 
the  receiver  is  replaced  and  connection  severed.  If 
852  had  been  engaged  the  bell  would  not  rinj.  The  many 
advantages  of  the  new  system  are  very  obvious  to  those  who- 
have  much  experience  of  the  present  system.  Mr.  A.  A.  Camp- 
bell Swinton  has  some  cathode-ray  lamps  an  improvement  on 
those  exhibited  on  May  11  (C.  ^5"  page  800),  and  showed  in 
a  long  vacuum-tnbe  strix.  and  other  vacuum  phenomena  with 
great  steadiness  and  brilliancy.  Professor  W.  Ramsay  was 
exhibiting  for  the  first  time  in  this  country  the  spectrum  of 
krypton,  of  which  new  constituent  there  is  an  account 
on  page  952. 

Dr.  E.  Obach  had  a  very  instructive  exhibit  of  botanical 
specimens,  samples,  &c.,  illustrating  the  source  and 
properties  of  guttapercha. 

Messrs.  Watson  &  Son  were  showing  a  new  style  of  induc- 
tion-coil devised  by  MM.  Wydts  and  Rochcfort,  of  Paris. 
The  insulation  of  the  coil  is  effected  by  means  of  a  thickened- 
oil  of  secret  composition.  The  coil  stands  on  end,  and 
requires  much  less  wire  for  the  secondary  than  usual,  an 
8-inch  p].iark  machine  only  needing  2  lbs.  of  wire.  Sir 
Richard  T.  Thorne  and  Dr.  Copeman  had  a  similar  exhibit  of 
glycerinated  lymph  to  that  shown  on  May  11,  but,  in  addi- 
tion, were  showing  a  sample  of  the  lymph  to  which,  for  ex- 
perimental purposes,  some  very  active  tubercular  bacilli  had 
been  added,  and  which  on  testing  by  sub-culture  in  solidified 
blood  serum  and  glycerine  agar  a  month  later  were  found  to 
be  entirely  absent,  the  bacilli  having  been  entirely  killed  out 
by  the  action  of  the  glycerine. 


fate  fato. 


Claim  foe  Commission. — In  the  Westminster  County- 
Court,  on  Tuesday,  his  Honour  Judge  Lumley  Smith,  Q.C., 
had  before  him  the  case  of  Foster  i'.  Wood,  in  which  the- 
plaintiff  sought  to  enforce  payment  of  a  balance  of  a  judg- 
ment debt  of  9/.  10s.  in  respect  of  commission  on  the  sale  of 
the  defendant's  chemist's  business  at  High  Street,  Kentish 
Town.  The  plaintiff  appeared,  and  said  he  was  employed 
by  the  defendant  two  years  ago  to  find  a  purchaser  for  his 
business,  and  succeeded  in  doing  so.  He  was  paid  something 
on  account,  but  there  was  stiU  aue  a  balance  of  91.  lOs.  The 
defendant  did  not  appear,  and  his  Honour  made  an  order  for 
payment  of  the  amount  due  in  one  month. 

Sunlight  Soap  Teade-maek  — On  Wednesday  Mr,- 
Justice  Kekewich  heard  counsel  and  witnesses  in  the  action 
Lever  Brothers  (Limited)  v.  Bedingfeld.  The  plaintiffs  have 
a  registered  trade-mark — the  word  "  Sunlight  "  in  combina- 
tion with  devices — and  they  alleged  that  defendant  had  taken 
the  devices  placing  the  words  "  Red  Maid  "  where  "Sunlight" 
was,  and  otherwise  using  the  mark  so  that  defendant's  ap- 
peared like  plaintiffs'.  It  had  been  ascertained  that  defend- 
ant's design  had  been  made  by  the  Novel  Box  Company  from 
instructions  by  Messrs.  Gossage  &  Co.  After  hearing  witnesses, 
Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  pointed  out  that  all  that  remained  of 
the  registered  trade-mark  respecting  which  plaintiffs  could 
claim  infringement  was  the  "  combination  of  devices,"  the 
lettering  being  disclaimed.  The  case  was  carried  over 
to  Thursday,  when  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  held  that  icfringe- 
ment  of  trade-mark  had  not  been  made  out,  and  on  that 
issue  there  must  be  judgment  for  the  defendants.  His 
Lordship  was  satisfied  that  there  was  some  evidence  of 
passing-  off,  though  it  was  not  likely  to  have  materially 
damaged  the  plaintiffs,  and  on  that  there  would  be  an, 
injunction  against  the  defendants. 
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Notice  to  Betail  Buyers. 

It  should  he  remetribered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section 
are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  j^aid  for  large 
quantities  in  hulk,  and,  for  crude  drugs,  without  charges.  Far 
fuller  particulars  see  the  article  "Lowest  Trade  Tonus"  in  Tub 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  Marcli  19,  1898,  p.  473. 

42  CANNON  8THEET,  E.G.,  June  9. 

THE  markets  are  gradually  getting  rid  of  the  holiday 
tone,  and  in  several  departments  satisfactory  business 
is  reported.  The  cinchona  unit  is  down  to  4'lc.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  principal  changes  of  the  week  : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Lower 

Cream  of  tartar 

Carbolic  acid 

Balsam  tola 

Oil,  linseed 

Cascara  sagrada 

Benzoin 

Sugar  o£  milk 

Siiellac 

Calumba 

Caraway-seed 

Cardamoms 

Chillies 

Cinnamon 

Cocoa-butter 

Ginger  (  Jam.) 

Golden-seal  root 

Guarana 

Honey 

Ipecac.  (Cartag.) 

Orange-peel 

Sarsaparilla 

Spermaceti 

Rhubarb  (Canton) 

Tonca-beans 

The  Board  of  Trade  returns  issued  on  Tuesday  show  that 
the  imports  for  the  month  ending  May  31  amounted  to 

37,706,378^.  compared  with  36,346,348/.  for  the 
iw^tlonal  I'orresponding  month  of  last  year,  or  an  increase 
Trade.         of  1,360,030/.    The  imports  tor  the  five  months 

ending  May  31  amounted  to  196,887,003/. 
against  189,031  470/.  last  year,  or  an  increase  of  7,955.533/. 
The  exports  for  the  month  were  17,891,354/.  against 
19,322,146^,  or  a  decrease  of  1,430,792/.,  and  for  the  tive 
months  endir  g  May  31,  93  094,483/.  against  98,320,455/.,  or 
a  decrease  of  5,225,972/.  Duty-free  articles  of  food  and 
drink  show  an  increased  importation  by  2  188  676/.  while 
chemicals,  dye-stuffs,  and  tanning-substances  decreased  by 
39.473/.,  and  oils  by  10,599/.,  the  total  decreape  for  the  fir.-t 
five  months  of  the  year  in  chemicals,  &c.,  being  557,318/  ; 
oils,  however,  for  the  same  period  show  an  increase  of 
338,770/.  As  regards  exports,  chemicals  and  chemical  and 
medicinal  preparations  show  a  decrease  for  the  month  of 
75.548/.,  the  figures  being:  1898,  667  962/.,  and  1897, 
743  510/. ;  for  the  five  months  the  decrea.se  is  289  889/.  The 
following  articles  were  exported  in  decreased  (juantities: — 
Alkali  41,234/.,  bleaching  materials  5,075/.,  copper  sulphate 
30,431/.,  chemical  manure  2,702/.,  medicines  4.202/.,  'other 
articles"  under  this  section  show  an  increase  of  8,096/.  The 
imports  of  all  spices  have  greatly  fallen  off.  compared  with 
the  corresponding  months  of  1897  and  1896  and  the  same 
remarks  apply  to  alkali,  brimstone,  saltpetre,  olive  oil, 
petroleum,  and  chemical  manufactures  and  products 
unenumerated.  On  the  other  hand,  coal  tar  dyes,  cochiDeal, 
cocoanut  oil,  palm  oil.  turpentine,  and  seed  oils  of  all  kinds 
were  imported  in  increased  quantities. 


CABLEGBAMS. 

Amsteed.vji,  June  9.  5.47  p.ji.:— At  the  cinchona-auctions 
held  here  to-day  9,112  packages  of  bark  were  offered,  cf 
which  6,672  packages  sold  at  an  average  unit  for  the  manu- 
facturing-bark of  4  IOj.  per  |^-kilo.,  against  5  20.;.  per  -J--kilo. 
paid  at  the  auctions  on  May  5.    The  American  and  English 


agents  bought  14  911  kilo». :  the  Auerbach  factory  880  kilo.s. 
the  Brunswick  factory  3.535  kilos.;  tlic  Mannheim  and 
Amsterdam  factorii-s  4.315  kilos. ;  the  Frankfort  and  Stutt- 
gart factories  1,075  kilos.  ;  and  various  other  buyers 
5,293  kilos.  The  prices  realised  for  the  raanufacturing-bark 
ranged  from  5  40c.  to  5  37c.  per  ,\.kilo.  The  tone  of  the 
market  was  quiet  and  easier. 

<-  V  ♦  » 

Bergen,  June  9,  11 5  a  m.  :— The  l-  inmarken  fishing 
shows  no  improvement  whatever ;  the  catch  during  this 
week  has  been  poor,  and  brings  the  total  to  dale  to 
34,977,000,  against  55,734,000  last  vear.  This  should  yield 
20,862  barrels  of  oil,  against  27,767  barrels.  The  market 
here  is  quiet,  but  a  firmer  feeling  has  set  in  this  week,  but 
81s.,  f.o.b.  Bergen,  still  buys  good  medicinal  oil. 

*  *  *  » 

H.\MBUBG,  June  9,  11 26  .\  m.  There  have  been  no 
changes  since  my  letter  earlier  in  the  week.  Camphor  is  in 
the  .same  position,  cod-livt-r  oil  is  steady,  and  castor  oil  is. 
quiet,  with  no  business  passing. 

New  York,  June  9,2  59  I'.m.  :— This  market  showsasliglit 
improvement.  Quinine  sulphate  is  offered  at  2lc.  per  oz., 
but  there  is  no  inquiry.  Ttie  opium  market  is  dull,  and  the 
price  unchanged  at  ^'3  45  per  lb.  In  balsani-s  Peruvian  is 
now  obtainable  at  ,^2 10  per  lb.,  and  tola  at  38c.  Rio 
ipecacuanha  has  hardened  to  ,^'2  30  per  lb.  on  account  of  the 
scarcity.  New  Californian  honey  is  coming  forward,  and  is 
obtainable  at  7c.  per  lb.  Sassafras  oil  is  cheaper,  31c.  per  lb. 
buys  it. 

♦  *  • 

S.MYEX.\,  June  9,  11  17  A.iM.  : — There  are  buyers  to-day  on 
behalf  of  America  at  9.?.  3'/.  per  lb.  for  Karahissar.  Specu- 
lators also  are  willing  to  pay  these  prices,  but  there  are  no 
sellers,  and  an  advance  is  expected. 

Acids,  Tartaric  and  Citric. — Unchanged. 

Alcohol. — The  London  market  for  German  potato-spirit 
is  \d.  per  gal.  easier  this  week,  the  quotation  now  being  from 
lO^d.  to  11^^^.  per  gal.,  c.i.f.  terms,  according  to  delivery. 

Aloix.— Fine  pale  is  offered  at  Zs.  to  2.v.  6^/.  per  lb.,  accord- 
ing to  quantity  and  style  of  package. 

Ambehgei.s — The  market  appears  to  be  somewhat  bare  at 
present,  and  the  stock  has  concentrated  into  few  hands. 
Recently  sales  of  good  grey  have  been  made  at  85.?.  per  oz., 
and  holders  are  asking  95s.  for  line  stuff ;  fair  black  is  selling 
at  45s.,  but  price  varies  with  quality. 

Cascara  Sageada  is  firmly  held.  New  bark  is  reported 
to  have  been  sold  this  week  at  20s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. ;  three- 
year-old  bark  is  unchanged  at  25s. 

Cassia  Ligmea.— Chinese  advices  dated  May  28  state 
that  small  consignments  of  the  new  crop  are  beginning  to 
arrive  at  Hong-Kong,  and  prices  are  not  so  firm.  Old 
standard  in  boxes  is  now  quoted  at  35s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  c  i.f. 
in  bales  34.9.  3c/. ;  c.i.f.  steamer,  33s.  sailer ;  new  standard  38s. 
in  boxes,  and  37s.  in  bales,  steamer;  35s.  6d.  sailer  shipment. 
Selected  cassia  is  also  lower  and  without  inquiry  at  42s.  Qfl., 
c.i.f.  steamer,  and  40s.  sailer.  In  selected  broken  cassia  there 
has  been  more  inquiry  at  lower  prices,  and  old  stanilard  is 
quoted  at  23s.  3d.,  c.i.f.  steamer,  2ls.  6d.  sailer,  and  selected 
32s.  and  31s.  respectively. 

Cinnamon. — The  usual  quarterly  sales  were  held  last 
Monday  ;  there  was  a  fair  competition  and  the  bulk  told  at 
steady  rates  for  medium  qualities,  best  at  about  Zd.  per  lb. 
decline  for  fine,  and  rather  easier  for  common  qualities.  The 
quantity  of  hard  woody  kinds  was  again  a  feature. 

CocoA-nuTTEE — .\t  auction  60  tons  of  Cadl/uri/'s  brand 
sold  at  9jrf.  to  Q^d.,  the  average  being  9,,.d.,  against  9'^d.  in 
May. 

Cocaine. — Nine  shillings  per  oz.  has  been]  refused  this 
week  for  one  of  the  best  biands  in  the  market,  and  business 
has  been  done  at  9s.  3d. 

Cream  oe  Taetab.— B.P.  or  £8-per-cent.  quality  up- 
changed,  but  all  lower  qualities  are  Is.  6i.  per  cwt.  aboye 
last  quotations. 
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Gltceein. — Dearer,  and  a  very  firm  market.  The  manu- 
facturers of  English  refined  are  holding  back,  as  a  very  good 
business  has  been  done  during  the  past  ten  days,  and  buyers 
are  purchasing  well  ahead.  53s.  per  cwt.  is  the  price  now 
asked,  but  second-hand  holders  have  sold  at  from  501.  to  521. 
per  ton,  and  are  not  inclined  to  part  with  more  at  less  than  the 
higher  figure.  German  brands  are  50s.  to  52.s'.  per  cwt., 
according  to  quantity,  but  several  makers  ask  53s.  per  cwt. 
Crude  has  further  advanced,  and  a  good  business  is  being 
done  in  the  dynamite  quality. 

GoLt)EN-SEAL-E0OT.— Lower  ;  now  Is.  lOd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

GuAEANA  has  lately  been  reduced  in  price;  Is.  5d.  to 
Is.  6(1.  per  lb.  is  now  asked  on  the  spot. 

Gum  Mastic  — Privately  good  pale  tear  can  be  had  at 
Is.  9d.  to  Is.  lOd.  per  lb.,  but  the  demand  is  only  small. 

Gum  TraCiACANTII. — A  moderate  business  has  recently 
been  done  chiefly  in  the  lower  grades.  Better  qualities  move 
slowly  and  at  irregular  prices.  Firsts  are  quoted  at  13/.  to 
14/. ;  seconds,  at  11/.  10s.  to  12/.  lO.s.  ;  thirds,  10/.  to  11/. ; 
fourths,  8/.  to  9/.  10s. ;  yellow  and  pinky,  6/.  10s.  to  7/.  10s.  ; 
other  qualities,  35s.  to  6/.  per  cwt.  The  stock  of  hog  gum  is 
large,  and  without  demand. 

INSECT-FLOWEES. — The  stock  of  Dalmatian  flowers  at 
Trieste  on  June  1  was  220,300  kilos.,  compared  with  293,500 
kilos,  at  the  end  of  April.  The  receipts  at  that  port  in  May 
amounted  to  13,400  kilos.  (April,  25,000  kilos.), and  deliveries, 
86,600  kilos.  (April,  50,000  kilos.).  The  following  are  the 
current  quotations  : — "  Open  "  flowers,  40s.  to  42s. ;  "  half- 
open."  68j.  to  80s. ;  "  closed,"  95s.  to  110s. ;  and  "  wild,"  118s. 
to  127s.  per  cwt.  f.o.b.  Trieste. 

Iodine. — ^There  have  been  some  inquiries  this  week  for  a 
non-convention  lot  of  iodine  which  has  come  on  the  London 
market,  and  for  which  Hd.  per  oz.  is  the  price. 

Jalap  is  quiet,  at  5^d.  to  6d.  per  lb.  for  dry  tuber  of  old 
crop. 

Oil,  Cassia. — Oil  containing  70  to  75  per  cent,  of  cinnamic 
aldehyde  is  offered  at  4s,  per  lb.  c.i.f. ;  75  to  80  per  cent., 
4s.  Id. ;  and  80  to  85  per  cent.,  4s.  4c?.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Cod-livee. — The  agents  of  three  makers  have  with- 
drawn quotations  this  week  as  they  anticipate  plentiful 
orders  soon,  and  a  consequent  rise  in  values.  Others,  how- 
ever, are  still  offeringat  unchanged  rates,  but  there  is  little  or  no 
business  doing.  Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  June  4 
that  the  market  is  unchanged  at  81s.  per  barrel  f.o.b.  for 
medicinal  non-congealing  Lofoten  oil.  The  Finmarken 
fishing  has  not  improved,  the  catch  up  to  May  31  being 
4,700,000  fish,  with  a  yield  of  1,760  barrels,  against  7,500  000, 
with  1,762  barrels  last  year,  and  13,500,000,  with  7,316 
barrels  in  1896.  The  total  exports  from  Bergen  to  date 
have  been  3,730  barrels,  against  3,541  barrels  last  year.  The 
opinion  is  expressed  in  Bergen  that,  prices  may  go  higher 
in  consequence  of  the  poor  yield.  Up  to  June  4  only  five 
million  fish  had  been  caught  at  Finmarken,  the  lowest 
number  during  this  decade.  The  following  are  the  yields  of 
steam  refined  medicinal  oil  up  to  June  4  at  Finmarken 
during  the  last  three  years: — 

1896  18S7  1898 

Hectol.         8,727         2,847  2,261 

Oil,  Peppbemint. — HGH  is  unchanged.  Good  American 
brands  have  sold  at  3s.  8d.  per  lb.,  and  now  3s.  9d.  to  4s.  is 
wanted,  and  the  price  is  gradually  stiffening.  Japanese  is 
quoted  at  3s.  to  3s.  3d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot ;  Dementlwlised, 
3s.  Qd. ;  40-per-cent.  oil  is  4s.  9d.  to  5s.  on  the  spot. 

Oil,  Sassapbas. — Lower.  Genuine  oil  is  ofliered  at  Is.  Qd. 
per  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Oil,  Stab- Anise. — At  the  close  of  last  week  further 
business  was  done  on  the  spot  at  6s,  lQ}^d.  per  lb.,  and  quota- 
tions for  June-July,  steamer  at  6s.  Id.,  c.i.f.,  since  which  the 
market  is  unchanged,  although  one  secondhand  holder  re- 
ports a  sale  at  7s.  for  small  lots. 

Oils,  Fixed. —  Cocoamit  is  unchanged  at  24Z.  10s.  on  the 
spot  in  pipes  on  the  spot,  and  at  29/.  to  29/.  10s.  for  Cochin. 
Linseed  is  dearer  on  the  week  at  17/.  in  pipes  on  the  spot ; 
barrels  at  17/.  10s.  Rape  unchanged  after  the  reduction  of 
last  week  at  23/.  on  the  spot,  at  d  refined  24s.  Qd. ;  Bavison, 
9s.  Qd.    Refined  Coitcn-seed  oil  is  lower  at  15/.  15s.  to 


16/.  10s.  per  ton,  according  to  brand.  Olive:  Spanish  and 
Levant  oils  are  offered  at  32/.  10s.  to  33/.  per  ton  on  the  spot. 
Fine  Lagos  Palm  is  24/. 

Opium. — Unchanged,  and  little  business  doing.  Good 
Persian  is  scarce.  Our  Constantinople  correspondent,  writing 
on  June  4,  states  that  "  The  yield  of  the  coming  crop  is  now 
fairly  well  determined,  and  may  be  estimated  at  about  3,000 
to  3,500  cases,  but  not  over  this  latter  figure.  Present  stocks 
of  all  qualities  in  Turkey  are  about  3,500  to  3,600  cases,  and 
with  the  estimated  yield  of  the  coming  crop  will  mean  that 
the  total  quantity  available  (until  1899  crop  appears)  will  be 
about  6,500  cases,  over  one  quarter  of  which  will,  no  doubt, 
be  held  back.  The  market  is  quiet,  at  about  9s.  for  drug- 
gists' grades.  Inquiries  for  the  moment  are  few,  but  holders 
show  no  great  inclination  to  sell."  From  our  Smyrna  corre- 
spondent we  learn  that  the  sales  last  week  amounted  to 
11  cases  Yerli  talequale  and  9  cases  Karahissar,  at  the 
parity  of  9s.  lid.  per  lb,,  c.i.f.  European  ports.  The  arrivals 
in  Smyrna  to  date  were  3,640  cases,  against  2,490  at  the 
same  period  of  1897.  The  first  samples  of  new  opium  have 
come  from  the  districts  of  Marmara,  Eniquel,  Alascheir,  &c. 
They  are  said  to  be  of  inferior  quality,  having  been  gathered 
during  the  rainy  weather.  The  exports  from  Salonica  in 
1897  were  110,200  lbs.,  against  77,140  lbs.  in  1896.  The 
average  prices  obtained  ranged  from  7s.  ll^d.  to  9s.  O^d. 
per  lb,,  f,o,b.,  in  1897,  and  10s.  in  1896,  according  to  a  report 
of  H,M.  Consul. 

Petbolbum. — American,  5,^c/.  per  gal.,  spot  or  forward; 
and  water-white,  Q\d. ;  Russian,  4|fi?. 

Podophyllum.— The  "c.i.f."  price  is  22s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Potash,  Peemanganate,  has  an  easier  tendency'  at 
56s.  Qd.  to  57s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  in  ton  lots. 

QuiCKSiLVBE, — Firm  and  unchanged  at  11.  12s.  Qd.  per 
bottle  in  first  hands.  For  the  five  months  ended  May  31, 
38,653  bottles  were  imported,  as  against  38,735  in  1897; 
exports,  12,352,  as  compared  with  10,816  bottles,  1897. 

Quinine. — A  sale  of  2,000  oz.  of  second-hand  German 
sulphate  at  lOd.  per  cz.  was  reported  on  Wednesday,  and 
others  have  followed  on  at  the  same  rate. 

Scammonium. — The  stock  of  scammony-root  is  increasing, 
but  there  is  no  business  to  report. 

Seeds. — Not  much  business  done  during  the  past  fort- 
night. Cararvaijs  are  easier  at  22s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Canary  also 
lower,  at  25s.  Qd.  to  26s.  Qd.  per  qr.  for  common  to  good 
Turkish  ;  Spanish  is  selling  at  35s,  for  ordinary,  and  at  44s. 
for  fine.  Morocco  Fenvijreeli  can  be  bought  at  lis.  per  cwt. 
for  a  quantity.    Coriander  dull  of  sale  at  late  quotations. 

Shellac. — At  the  close  of  last  week  a  moderate  business 
was  done  on  the  spot  in  TN  orange  at  60s.  to  63s.  per  cwt. 
In  auction  on  Tuesday  only  384  cases  were  offered,  of  which 
178  sold,  second  orange  at  about  3s.  over  the  previous  public 
sales,  fair  TN  being  row  quoted  at  64s.  to  65s.  Garnet  and 
button  were  unchanged.  The  following  prices  were  paid  : — 
Second  orange,  good  brieht  matted,  64s. ;  flat  reddish.  63s. ; 
ordinary  livery  broken,  62s. ;  blocky  red,  60s.  down  to  57s.  to 
58s.  for  common  livery.  Garnet,  common  flat  ruby,  56s. 
Button,  good  bold,  91s.,  and  dark  seconds,  64s.  Business  has 
since  been  done  in  second  orange  at  the  auction  advance. 
TN  has  also  been  sold  for  arrival  at  62s.,  "  c.i.f,,"  and  there 
are  sellers  for  August  delivery  at  67s.  to  68s.,  which  figures 
are  said  to  have  been  paid. 

Soda  Salts. — ^wto/e,  pure  recry.=t.,  35s.  per  cwt.  Hypo- 
siil2>liite,  in  kegs,  5s.  9;^.  on  the  spot;  recryst.,  9s.  per  cwt. 
Iodide,  28-lb.  quantities,  lis.  ^d.  ;  less,  lis.  7d.  per  lb. 
Bromide,  in  1-cwt,  quantities,  2s.  Id.  per  lb. 

Spices. — The  public  sales  were  resumed  on  Wednesday, 
but  there  was  a  lack  of  animation  in  the  biddings,  and  the 
proportion  sold  was  not  large.  Cochin  Ginger  was  dull ; 
bolrl  cut  sold  at  84s  ;  boldish  unassorted  native  cut,  56s.  6c/. 
to  58s  ;  ordinary  plumpish  unassorted  cut,  45s.  to  47s;  fmall 
cut,  33s.  per  cwt.  ;  .'mall  blight  Calicut  rough,  26s.  to  27s. ; 
ordinary,  24s.  ;  D.  rough,  16.?.  to  17s. ;  scrag,  lis.,  and  cuttings, 
13s.  per  cwt;  washed  rough  Cochin  was  taken  out  at  23s.  to 
25s.  per  cwt.  Japan  was  bought  in  at  19s.  for  ordinary  rough 
limed;  sales  have  been  made  privately  at  17s.  Qd.,  being 
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lather  dearer.  Jamaica  was  ia  good  supply,  but  le^s  than 
half  sold  at  an  irregular  decline  of  2^■.  to  5.>-.  per  cwt ;  Rhatoon 
at  78s.  to  80i'. ;  ordinary  lean  to  middling,  82.s.  to  92s'.  :  fair 
to  gooi  washed,  94s.  to  97.s.  6^/. ;  and  bold  at  110s.  to  ll?^.  Qil. 
per  cwt.  No  Zanzibar  Cloves  were  offered;  the  delivery- 
market  is  a  shade  easier,  June-August  at  3pf/.  sellers,  and 
October- December  3^,^^.  value.  Pimento  quiet;  only  a  few 
lots  selling  at  ^^d.  to  per  lb.  for  ordinary  to  fair.  Niit- 
megs  and  3Iace  continue  dull  of  sale.  Cassia  lignca  firm  ; 
selected  new  crop  sold  at  51s.,  and  pieces  at  44s.  per  cwt. ; 
common  broken  bought  in  at  36s.  per  cwt.  Chillies  rather 
lower  ;  dull  stalky  Zanzibar  sold  at  27s.  Qd. ;  badly-picked 
Japan,  34s.  to  35s.  ;  fair  bright,  36s.  &d.  per  cwt.  White 
Pefiper  firm,  but  all  bought  in  ;6^r/.  has  been  paid  forPenang 
on  the  spot,  and  l^\,d.  per  lb.  for  distant  shipment ;  black 
quiet ;  Tellicherry  sold  at  ^^^l.  per  lb.  for  good  :  there  are 
sellers  of  Singapore  on  the  spot  at  4^//. ;  June-August  steamer 
sold  at  4j?7^.,  being  a  set-back  from  the  late  highest  price. 
Tasteless  Cat/enne  sold  at  33s.  to  37s.  per  cwt.  for  good  red, 
and  at  48s.  to  51s.  for  fine. 

SuGAE  OF  Milk. — Dearer.  Bfist  white  American  powder 
is  now  offered  on  the  spot  at  60s.  per  cwt.,  and  seconds 
at  50s. 


Drug=auctions  in  London. 

At  the  sales  held  to-day  the  following  were  the 
offered  and  disposed  of  publicly.    The  sales  were  dull : 


Offered 

Aconite  (Japan)  ...      5  .. 

Aloes  (Curasao)  ...    19  .. 

(Soc.)   60  .. 

(Zanz.)    19  .. 

Aniseed  (Star)   50  .. 

Annatto-seed    32  .. 

Antimony   17  .. 

Asafetida    222  .. 

Balsam  copaiba  ...    29  .. 

Tolu    4  .. 

Benzoin    431  .. 

Buchu    12  .. 

Caluniba    586  .. 

Camphor  (refd.)  ...    70  .. 

Cannabis  indica  ...    53  .. 

Cardamoms    163  .. 

Cascarilla    19  .. 

Cliiretta    10  .. 

Cinchona    99  .. 

Coca-leaves    8  .. 

Coculus  indicus     .    65  .. 

Colocynth   14  .. 

Cubebs   177  .. 

Cumin-seed    110  .. 

Cuttlefish  bone   ...    92  .. 

Dill-seed    153  .. 

Dragon's  blood   7  .. 

Elemi    4  .. 

Ergot  of  i^e   75  .. 

Fennel  seed   35  .. 

Galls    169  .. 

Gamboge    25  .. 

Gentian   13  .. 

Guaiacum  resin  ...      4  .. 

Gum  ammoniacum    21  .. 

arabic   64  .. 

olibanum    10  .. 

Honey    442  .. 

Ignatius  bean    28  .. 

Ipecacuanha  (Cart.)    29  .. 

(Rio)    34  .. 

Isinglass  (Jap.)   ...    10  .. 

Jaborandi   10  .. 

Kamala   27  .. 

Kino    12  .. 


Sold 
.  0 
,  8 
.  0 
0 

,  0 
,  0 
.  0 
,  0 
,  24 
,  4 
,  69 
,  12 
,  80 
,  0 
.  0 
.  43 
.  0 
.  0 
.  34 
0 

.  0 
.  0 

U 

.  42 
.  0 
.  0 
.  1 
.  4 
.  22 
.  15 
.  0 
.  3 
.  0 
.  1 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
.  163 
.  0 
.  19 
.  1 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 


Offered  Sold 


Kola  nuts   31  .. 

Lemon-juice   4  .. 

Lime-juice    71  .. 

Liquorice-juice    ...  2  .. 

Liquorice-root   35  .. 


2 
14 

36 
10 
3 


Mnss  (W.I.) 

Musk  

Myn-h   , 

Nux  vomica  , 
Oil,  aniseed  , 

bay   8  .. 

camphor    125  .. 

castor    80  .. 

cinnamon    32  .. 

cod-liver    10  .. 

eucalyptus    97  .. 

geranium    1  .. 

lemongrass    38  .. 

limes    7)  .. 

orange    7  .. 

rose  (Bombay)  ...  3  .. 

Orange-peel   65  .. 

Orris-root   72  .. 

Patchouli    25  .. 

Quince  seed    2  .. 

Rhubarb    224  .. 

Rose-water    10  .. 

Sarsaparilla    108  .. 

Scammony  root  ...  50  .. 

Saffron    63  .. 

Sandalwood    12  .. 

Senega    18  .. 

Senna   257  .. 

SquOls    24  .. 

Soy   20  ... 

Star  anise   15  .. 

Strophanthus    4  .. 

Tamarinds    101  .. 

Tar  (Bbds.)    11  .. 

Tonka- beans   10  .. 

Turmeric    96  .. 

Vanilla    154  .. 

Vermilion    4  .. 

Wax  (bees')   810  .. 

(Japan)    40  .. 


10 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 

10 
0 
8 

100 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
35 
1 
7 
0 
2 
0 
0 
2 
23 
10 
32 
0 
0 
0 
0 

211 
0 
0 
0 
0 
5 
0 
6 
96 

108 
0 

300 
0 


Aloes, — It  will  be  noticed  that  no  Cape  was  offered  in 
auction.  This  kind  is  much  wanted  and  good  prices  would 
be  paid  for  it.  CiiraQoa  was  the  only  kind  to  sell — viz  ,  a 
lot  of  fair  but  dark  liver,  at  27s.  per  cwt ,  subject.  Some  of 
the  dark  variety  of  Socotrine  called  "Mocha"  was  offered 
and  bought  in  at  25.«. 

Anxatto-seed. — Good  bright  East  Indian  was  limited  at 
b^d.  per  lb. 


Antimony. —  N'o  .sales  to-day.  Privately  crude  was  sold 
on  the  spot  at  the  end  of  last  week  at  23/.  10s.,  and  at  22/., 
"  c.i.f.,"  for  ton  lots. 

AS.VFETIDA. — The  large  offerings  to-d.iy  were  from  one 
house,  and  consisted  of  gum  which  has  been  olTrrcd  p\d)lic'ly 
before.  It  was  not  eagerly  bid  for.  The  following  are  the 
principal  values  placed  upon  the  qualities  by  the  broker  : — 
50s.  to  57s.  Qd  per  cwt.  for  medium  grey,  slightly  pinky 
block,  and  47s.  6//.  for  grey,  stony  block.  Since  the  auctions 
1  case  of  medium  grey  block,  heavy  with  sand,  has  sold  at 
50s.  per  cwt. 

Balsam  Coi'Aih.v  — Fair  Maranham  sold  at  Is  5^/.  to 
Is.  &d.  per  lb.,  the  lower  price  for  20  cases,  ••  subject "  to  the 
seller's  approval.  The  exports  from  the  port  of  Maracaibo 
during  1897  were  22,467  kilos,  against  12,450  kilos,  in  1896. 

Balsam  Tolu,— Fair  .slightly  drossy  sold  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 
Privately  the  market  has  an  easier  tendency,  genuine  in 
large  tins  being  oilered  at  Is.  Zd.  on  the  spot. 

Benzoin.— Penang  sold  cheaper.  Other  kinds  unchanged. 
Fair  glassy  Pennng  sold  at  50s.  to  53.?,  per  cwt,,  and  poor 
dull  thirds  at  42s.  to  44s.  Palemha itg  did  not  sell.  Siam, 
partly  sold  ;  medium  detached  almonds  and  fair  free  pea- 
size  drop,  at  8/.  10s.  per  cwt. ;  blocky  pickings  at  95s.,  and 
brown  blocky  sittings  at  50,s.  Superior  and  rare  glassy 
block  sold  at  13/.  5.s\  A  small  proportion  of  StnuatTa  sold, 
mostly  inferior  sorts;  fair  seconds,  medium  pale  almonds 
of  good  aroma,  was  valued  up  to  9/.  10s.  ;  a  bid  of  4/  12s.  Qd. 
was  refused  for  ordinary  seconds,  small  palish  almonds,  false 
packed,  and  dull  low  brown,  glassy  and  barky  sold  at  57s. 

Buchu, — Unchanged.  The  leaf  sold  was  rather  yellow, 
and  the  price  accepted,  "  subject  "  (4^/,  per  lb),  was  con- 
sidered value. 

C.iLUMBA,  cheaper.  No  first  quality  was  offered,  and  only 
ordinary  brownish  and  dull  mixed  sizes  sold  at  17s.  6^/.  to 
18,s.  per  cwt.,  and  35s.  was  asked  for  good  inadiuai  sourid 
washed  root. 

Cannabis  Indica. — For  good  grey  green  tops,  partly 
broken,  7a!.  per  lb.  is  wanted. 

Cabdamoms. — The  poor  selection  offered  sold  at  a  decline 
of  4rZ.  to  &d.  per  lb.  Stocks  are  still  heavy.  Ccylon-Ma'abars 
were  bought  in.  The  dyhm-Mysorrs  were  the  poorest  lot  we 
have  seen  for  some  time.  Medium  pale  rounds,  partly  split, 
sold  at  2s.  Qd.  per  lb. :  small  to  medium  pale  rounds,  at 
2s  l\d. ;  pale  medium  longs,  at  2s.  Qd.  to  2s.  9d. :  small  ditto, 
2s.  U  :  brown  beans  of  poor  quality,  at  2s,  2d.,  and  splits 
and  pickings,  at  2s.  to  2s.  5^/.  Seeds,  mixed  grey  and  red 
of  full  flavour,  sold  at  3s.  per  lb. 

Cinchona  sold  with  fair  competition  at  nearly  un- 
changed rates.  Flat  Calisava  of  sound  bold  bright  quality 
realised  Is.  2id.  down  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb.,  and  damages  at  lO.V^. 
to  lliV'.  Maracaibo  bark  was  bought  in  at  b\d.,  and  Carta- 
gena (|uill  at  5^/.  per  lb, 

CocA-LBATES,— Ceylon  leaves  were  offered,  but  were  not 
wanted.  Privately  green  Truxillo  leaves  are  offered  at  &d. 
to  Id.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  Bolivian  at  Qd. 

Colocynth, — Nothing  done  in  auction.  Small  sales  are 
reported  privately  at  llr/.  per  lb.  for  fair  Turkey  apple.  The 
exports  from  Bagdad  in  1897  were  34  bags,  valued  at  40i. 

CusiiN-SEBD. — The  business  done  was  in  parcels  which 
had  to  be  realised,  so  that  fair  Maltese  sold  as  low  as  20s.  to 
21s.  per  cwt. 

Dbagon'S-blood.— .V  parcel  of  large  bag-shaped  lump  of 
fair  colour  was  offered,  but  the  bidding  did  not  go  beyond 
11.  5s.,  and  it  was  taken  out.  Good  lump  of  fair  colour  in 
saucers  sohl  at  13/.  per  cwt. 

Elemi,  or  whatever  the  hard  blocky  resin  that  was  offered 
might  be,  sold  at  3s.  per  cwt.    It  was  low  in  every  respect. 

Ergot. — Only  Russian  sold— viz..  slightly  wormy  but  dry, 
at  <\'{d.  to  5'/.  per  lb.    For  poor  Spani.sh  Ql^d.  was  refused. 

Fennel  Seed. — A  parcel  of  stalky  .seeds  sold  at  10s.  per 
cwt. 

Gamboge. — Cheaper.  Ordinary  broken  dull  pipe  sold  at  50s. 
per  cwt.  For  dark  broken  and  partly  blocky  pipe  6/.  10s.  is 
wanted. 
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GUAIACUM.  — Still  wanted,  but  the  new  crop  is  arriving. 
Low  and  drossy  gum  sold  at  3f  (i.  per  lb. 

Gum  Aeabic  —Not  a  single  package  sold.  In  Soudan 
sorts  the  market  is  quiet,  only  a  small  business  having  been 
done.  There  are  sellers  of  Amrad  at  35s.  and  Ghezireh  at 
406-.,  but  no  buyers.  So-called  insoluble  Persian  gum  is 
firmly  held  for  25.s-.  per  cwt,,  while  fair  to  fine  sorts  have 
been  sold  recently  at  17s.  to  2 Is. 

Honey. — In  fair  demand.  Good  clear  Australian  sold  at 
17.S.  per  cwt.,  fair  set  Honolulu  at  20s.,  and  for  Jamaica  the 
following  prices  were  obtained :— Fair  clear,  18s.  to  26s  ; 
set  white',  20s.  to  21s. ;  seconds,  19s.  to  20s  ;  dark  ditto,  18s. 
to  20s. 

Ipecacuanha. — There  is  now  more  inquiry  for  Cartagena 
root,  and  a  fair  amount  of  business  has  been  done  this  week, 
at  5s.  per  lb.  for  sound.  In  auction  prices  declined  by  l^d.. 
As.  to  4s  2.(1.  being  paid  for  ordinary  to  bold  root.  In  Rio  a 
few  bales  have  changed  hands  privately  at  9s,  to  9s.  Id.,  and 
in  auction  only  one  bold  sold  at  the  lower  figure. 

Kola-nuts. — Cheaper.  Fair  "West  India  sold  at  2\d.  per 
lb.    Good  -washed  ditto  was  limited  at  3d. 

LiQUOEiCE-EOOT  Privately  small  sales  of  decorlicated- 

Toot  have  been  made  at  20s.  to  21s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot. 

Musk. — Only  one  lot  sold,  but  that  at  an  unexpectedly 
low  price— viz.,  51s.  Qd.  per  oz.  for  Pile  I.,  thin-skinned,  grey' 
small  to  bold,  and  fairly  dry  pods. 

Nux  Vomica  sold  at  7s.  3d.  per  cwt.  for  fair  ;  or  3d.  above 
■the  price  a.sked  privately. 

Oil,  Bay. — Good  oil  sold  at  6s.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Camphoe. — A.  white  oil,  the  quality  of  which  was 
questioned  by  a  prominent  wholesale  druggist,  sold  at  21,$. 
per  cwt. 

Oil,  Castoe. — British  manufacture,  of  first  pressing,  is 
quoted  at  30s.  per  cwt.  in  barrels,  or  at  3{pd.  per  lb.  in  tins 
and  cases ;  second  pressing,  29s.  in  barrels,  or  3\d  in  tins 
and  cases,  f.o.r.  or  f.o.b.  steamer  Hull.  In  auction  3Jrf.  per 
lb.  was  the  limit  placed  on  French  "firsts,"  and  4|(/!.  per  lb. 
•on  Italian  medicinal. 

Oil,  Lemongeass. — A  large  parcel  was  sold  without 
■reserve  at  3d.  to  3\d.  per  oz  ,  or  25  per  cent,  below  market 
value. 

Oil,  Limes. — Good  quality  was  bought  at  3s.  9^^.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Seville  Oeangb,  sold  at  6s.  Ad.  per  lb. 

Oeange-peel  is  Id.  to  2d  per  lb.  cheaper.  Ordinary  to 
fair  Maltese  strip  sold  at  Qd.  and  Id.  per  lb.  Privately 
business  has  been  done  at  3d. 

Oeeis. — Privately  the  market  is  quiet,  though  firm,  as  the 
■stocks  are  firm  and  well  held. 

Quince-seed  from  the  Cape  sold  at  Is.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Rhubaeb. —  Canton,  of  which  some  new  crop  was  offered 
-earlier  than  usual,  sold  easier.  The  following  were  the 
prices  obtained  : — Small  flat  Canton  fair  coat,  good  even 
pinky  fracture  sold  at  Is.  2rf.  per  lb.,  subject;  round  and 
small  flat,  Is.  3d.  ;  medium,  round  Canton,  Is.  1^^,  ;  and  round 
and  fiat  pickings  l\d.  per  lb.  Good  bold  High-dried  of  the 
new  crop,  three-quarter  pinky  and  one-quarter  grey  fracture, 
is  held  for  Is.  "id. ;  and  round  High-dried  rather  bad 
fracture,  at  l^^d.  per  lb. ;  for  bold  flat  Is.  Id.  is  wanted,  and 
medium.  Is.  Of  Sficnsi  only  a  few  packages  sold,  bold 
round  three-quarter  grey  and  one-quarter  dark  fracture,  at 
2s.  6d.,  and  at  Is.  Ad.  for  round. 

Rose-water. — A  rare  article  in  the  drug-sales,  and  on 
this  occasion,  offered  "  without  reserve,"  sold  at  2d.  per  lb. 

Saffeon. — In  large  supply,  but  without  demand,  the 
offerings  being  bought  in  at  24s.  to  30s.  per  lb.  The  exports 
from  Alicante  for  1897  show  a  falling  off,  the  figures  being 
30  tons  (75,000Z.)  against  55  tons  (160  000/.)  in  1896. 
Of  Valencia  saffron  4,000  lbs.,  valued  at  7,000/.,  were  ex- 
iported  in  1897. 

Saesapaeilla.  —  Easier,  and  in  fair  request.  Good 
fibrous  grey  Jamaica  sold  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  i.e.,  Id.  cheaper; 
native  red  sold  at  lid.  for  bright,  and  lOd.  for  dull.  ,  Lima 
Jamaica,  good  fibrous,  sold  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  3d.,  and  fair  dark 


Guai/aquil,  at  Is.  2d.  The  exports  from  Panama  during 
1897  were  776  quintals  (quintal  equals  100  lbs.  avoir.),  valued 
at  1,746/.,  as  against  1297  quintals,  valued  at  2,918/.  in  1896. 
The  average  price  at  the  port  of  shipment  was  45s.  per 
quintal.  Of  the  above  shipments  24,217  kilos,  came  to  Great 
Britain,  4,867  to  Germany,  and  6,226  to  the  United  States. 
The  shipments  from  Colon  were  49,722  lbs.  to  this  country, 
and  5,878  to  France. 

Senega-eoot. — The  only  lot  offered  to-day  was  bought  in 
at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  Privately  there  is  a  fair  inquiry  at  Is.  2d. 
on  the  spot. 

Senna. — Tinnevelly  was  slightly  easier  for  lower  qualities, 
but  good  bold  green  leaf  realised  previous  rates.  Small  to 
medium  yellow,  brown,  and  spotty  leaf  sold  at  2\d.  down  to 
\\d.,  medium  green  leaf  at  3d.  to  Ad.,  and  good  bold  green 
at  Q'^d  per  lb.  Ale.xandrian  sold  at  Q\d.,  subject,  for  fair 
green  medium-size  whole  leaf.  Of  Tinnevelly,  129  packages 
are  expected  to  arrive  next  week. 

Stae  Anise. — Without  demand.  120s.  or  less  will  buy  a 
parcel  of  fair  broken  seed.  The  shipments  from  the  port  of 
Pakhoi  in  1897  were  635,467  lbs.,  valued  at  14,297/.  against 
892,133  lbs.,  valued  at  22,094/.  in  1895. 

Tamaeinds. — West  Indian  of  the  new  crop  sold  at  14s. 
per  cwt. :  for  another  parcel  12s.  Qd.  is  asked. 

Tonka  Beans. — Good  frosted  Angostura  beans  are  scarce; 
at  auction  6s.  per  lb.  was  paid  for  this  quality.  Paras  are 
held  for  2s. 

Tuemeeic. — Rather  poor  split  bulbs  from  Bombay  sold  at 
9s.  3^/.  per  cwt.,  and  small  Bengal  finger  at  14s.  Qd. 

Vanilla. — In  small  supply.  Madagascar  sold  at  17s.  6^/. 
for  7  in.  to  7^  in. ;  slightly  crystallised,  Q\  in.  to  Ih  in.,  18s. ; 
6  in.  to  6.|  in.,  17s. ;  foxy,  6  in.  to  7  in.,  lis.  to  lAs".  Only  a 
few  Seychelles  sold  ;  7  in.,  19s.  to  19s.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Wax  (Bees').  —  Unchanged.  Jamaica  and  Madagascar 
were  the  kinds  in  request,  and  the  following  prices  were 
obtained: — Hard  yellow  Australian,  11.  5s.  per  cwt.  For 
Italian,  fair  colour,  6/.  10s.  is  wanted.  Jamaica,  good  hard 
fair-coloured  wax,  sold  at  11.  to  11.  Is.  Qd. ;  poor  and  earthy, 
6/.  12s.  Qd.\.o  Ql.  17s.  Qd.  Madagascar,  daxk-  yellow  brownish, 
part  earthy,  6/.  10s. ;  ditto,  good  sound  yellow,  even  colour, 
6/.  12s.  Qd.  ;  ditto,  slightly  wormy  ditto  and  rough,  6/.  5.?. ; 
pale  yellow  Zanzibar,  Ql.  12s.  Qd.  ;  ditto,  mixed  colours, 
earthy  and  wormy,  6/.  7s.  6c/. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  general  tone  of  the  heavy-chemical  market  continues 
to  be  of  a  rather  quiet  nature,  and  values  show  very  little 
fluctuation  A  fairly  steady  inquiry  is  being  experienced  in 
the  colour-market,  and  ruling  quotations  stand  as  follows : — 
Lamp-hlacli,  according  to  quality,  5s.  to  7s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 
Pure  ivorg-hlach,  lis.  Qd.  to  12s.  per  cwt.  Mineral-blaciv  of 
best  qualities,  4s.  to  4s.  Qd.  per  cwt. ;  and  ordinary,  3s.  3d.  to 
3n.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Devonshire  umher,  50s.  to  52s.  61-/.;  and 
Turkish,  40s.  per  cwt.  Uchre.  45s.  per  ton.  Ochre,  French 
J.C.,  60s.  to  62s.  Qd.  per  ton;  French  J.F.,  125s.  to  130s. 
Zinc  oxide,  221.  to  24/.  Barium  products  are,  for  the  most 
part,  moving  fairly  well.  The  precipitated  Sulphite  of 
//((?■( «;»  (Blanc  Fixe)  very  steady,  6/.  17s.  Qd.  to  11.,  f.o.b. 
Tyne.  Chloride  of  harium,  crystals,  best  refined,  6/.  15s.  to 
11.,  free  on  rails  in  bags,  with  usual  extras  for  other 
packages.  Nitrate  of  baryta,  upward  tendency.  Sulphide 
of  harium,  crystals,  in  barrels,  4/.  15s.  Sitlphocyanide  of 
barium,  however,  has  only  a  weak  tone,  and  95-per-cent. 
quality  is  nominally  Ad.  The  Potassium,  and  A  mmonium  com- 
pounds are  respectively  G-kd.  and  5^d.  Oxides  of  iron :  Finest, 
20/. ;  medium,  10/.  5s. ;  and  common,  6/.  15s.  to  6/.  17s.  Qd. 
Alumi)ia  compounds,  particularly  best  qualities  of  the 
sulphate,  are  in  brisk  request ;  white  lump  is  75s.  and 
cru.shed  77s.  Qd.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Hydrate  of  alumina,  121.  15s 
to  13/.  Carbonate  and  Chloride  of  alumina  both  stand  at 
about  37s.  Qd.  to  40s.  per  cwt.  Bauxite,  60  per  cent, 
alumina,  16s.  3d.  to  17s.,  f.o.b.  Aiuminoferric  in  good 
demand,  at  45s.  Mineral  Sul2)hate  of  harytes,  according  to 
quality  and  quantity,  37s.  Qd,.  to  75s.  per  ton.  Satin,  white, 
meets  with  good  inquiry,  at  5/.  per  ton,  on  rails,  naked. 
SuljJiate  of  ammonia  and  Benzols  are  dull.  Carbolic  acids 
steady.    Hyposulphite  of  soda  moving  steadily;  4/.  15s.  to 
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51.,  f.o.b.  Tyne,  in  7-8-cwt.  casks.  Sulpldde  of  sodium  has  a 
firmer  tone,  and  price  tends  slightly  higher.  Silicate  of  soda, 
of  various  strengths,  in  good  demand.  jVitrittc  of  soda : 
Kefined  has  advanced  to  7^.  10i(/.,  and  ordinary  stands 
at  7s.  l^id.  Tin  crystals  are  firm  and  a  shade  higher,  being 
now  bd.  to  b^d.  Picric  acid  is  in  heavier  demand,  but  at 
present  remains  unchanged.  Chlorate  of  potash  steady. 
Yellow  prusslate  of  potash  a  little  easier,  and  is  now  in 
rather  better  supply. 

The  Hamburg  Drug-market. 

Our  Hamburg  correspondent  writes  on  June  7  that 
business  in  general  is  very  quiet,  and  the  drug-market  is  no 
exception  to  the  rule.  Prices  have  changed  very  little  since 
last  week,  as  the  following  quotations  show: — Antimony  is 
very  firm  at  44m.  to  45m.  per  100  kilos.  Russian  anise  quiet 
at  37m.  per  IfO  kilos.  Star-anise  seed  is  firm  for  spot 
delivery,  at  240m.  per  100  kilos,  for  small  lots.  Balsam  Peru 
is  also  very  firm  and  dearer;  holders  now  ask  20m.  per  kilo. 
Tolu  is  quiet,  and  unchanged.  Citric  acid  is  firm  at  240m. 
per  100  kilos.  Ilefined  camphor  is  quiet  and  inactive  ;  the 
refiners  reduced  their  prices  last  week  from  250m.  to  240aa. 
per  100  kilos.  Second-hand  holders  ask  235m.,  with  buyers 
at  232;\m.  Cascara  sayrada  is  scarce,  and  firmly  held  at 
38m.  per  100  kilos.  Cocaine  (pure)  is  unchanged  at  300m. 
p°r  kilo.  Ceradilla-seed  is  without  business,  at  76in.  per 
100  kilos.  Cialanyal  is  firm  and  scarce,  at  45m.  per  100 
kilos.  Menthol  is  quiet  at  14,fm.  per  kilo.  Opium  is  also 
quiet,  but  firm,  at  2,\hm.  per  kilo.  (Jiiinine  is  dull ; 
second-hand  holders  are  trying  to  sell — 30m.  to  29m.  per 
kilo,  will  probably  buy.  Itio  ipecacuanha,  is  firmly  held  at 
20m.  per  kilo.  Cod-liver  oil  is  a  little  better,  but  quiet,  at 
79m.  per  barrel  for  non-congealing  oil.  Castor  oil  is  very 
dull,  and  slow  of  sale  ;  first  pressing  in  barrels,  for  prompt 
delivery,  675m.  per  100  kilos.  In  Fssential  oils  Kussian 
Anise  is  quiet  at  14m.  per  kilo.  Star-anise  firm  and  dearer, 
at  16m.  per  kilo,  asked.  Carareay-wed  oil  is  steady  ; 
0.900  at  9m.,  0,910  at  9  75m.  per  kilo.  '  Cajuput  oil  quiet  at 
3.80m.  per  bottle.  Pepjwrmiiit  oil  is  also  quiet ;  HGH 
at  5|m.  per  lb.  ;  Japan  oil  at  6Jm.  per  kilo. ;  Clove 
oil  firm  at  6m.  per  kilo.  Carnauba  wax  quiet :  grey  at 
75m.  per  100  kilos.  ;  fine  yellow  up  to  130m.  per  100  kilos. 
Japan  wax  is  dull ;  on  the  .spot  70m.  to  69m.  per  kilo,  is 
asked. 

Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  June  8,  reports 
that  Castor  dl  is  slightly  easier  owing  to  arrivals  by  the 
C('2}e  C<dlona,  but  very  little  oil  is  olTered  and  importers 
are  not  disposed  to  shade  recent  quotations.  Good  seconds 
Calcutta  are  held  for  'i\d.,  but  a  fraction  less  might  be  taken, 
and  first-pressure  French  is  quoted  the  same  price  with  a 
prospect  of  SjJrfZ.  being  accepted.  Xo  forward  offers  of  the 
East  Indian  oil  are  made.  The  recent  arrival  of  9  bales  Matico 
leaves  fair  average  quality  have  been  sold  at  ^d.  per  lb.  At 
auction  151  bags  Cochin  Ginyer  found  bidders  at  25,?.  cwt., 
but  holders  wanted  27s.  6/L  cwt.,  and  the  lot  was  withdrawn. 
For  the  further  lot  of  Gum  yaaiaenm  6d.  was  bid  for  the 
two  better  cases,  and  no  bid  was  forthcoming  for  the  inferior 
— the  importers'  ideas  were  3d.  and  9d.  per  lb.  respectively. 
The  business  in  Gum  arahic  sorts  is  in  a  narrow  compass  owing 
to  the  small  supplies  available.  Quotations  continue  steady, 
with  sales  at  67s.  &d.  to  77s.  according  to  quality.  Medium 
kinds  do  not  move  readily.  Senegal  is  offered  at  fairly 
attractive  rates.  Sales  of  Canary  .Hcd,  are  reported,  of  fair 
average  quality  at  25s.  6(/.  per  qr.,  and  further  buyers  at  24.--. 
per  qr.  Sulphate  of  copper  is  easy  at  16Z.  2s.  Qd.  to  IQl.  bs. 
per  ton  with  small  demand.  Beeswax  is  practically  unaltered 
in  value,  but  strong  reports  come  from  Chili  as  to  the  firm- 
ness of  that  market.  Of  Sierra  Leone  wax  8  packages  were 
sold  at  Ql.  IQs.  per  cwb.  Of  African  Ginyer  300  bags  have 
been  sold  during  the  week,  at  18.s.  pcrcwt.,  which  maybe  taken 
as  current  value.  Chillies  arc  very  firmly  held;  good  bright 
Sierra  Jjeone  are  worth  42s.  6.'/.,  and  Niger  bold  bright  are 
offered  at  24.>-.  ))er  cwt.  Egyptian  Fenugreek  seed  is  held 
for  10s.  to  10s.  6//.  per  cwt. 

New  York  Drug  and  Chemical  Market. 

Our  correspondent  writes  on  May  31  as  follows  : — "  There 
is  absolutely  no  change  to  report.  The  market  is  extremely 
quiet  and  dealers  are  only  buying  what  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary.   Prices  remain  very  firm,  however,  and  there  is  a  total 


absence  of  speculative  demand.  Opium  and  quinine  are  a 
trifle  ca.sier,  but  quotations  are  unchanged,  though  there  is  a 
tendency  on  the  part  of  holders  to  sliade  I'revious  quota- 
tions." Our  correspondent's  letter  of  May  24  was  received 
too  late  for  printing  in  our  last  issue,  but  we  quote  the 
following  particulars  and  prices  from  it: — Balsam  copaiba 
firm.  Para  50c.  to  55c.,  and  Central  A.  45j.  to  50c.  per  lb. 
Balsam  Peru,  slight  demand  at  ^2  20  to  gZ  25  per  lb.  Coca- 
leaves  easier.  Bcc.twax,  scarce  and  firm.  Spermaceti  firm  at 
27c.  to  28c.  per  lb.  Seneya.  good  business  doing  at  23c.  to 
250.  per  lb.  Belladon/io-roof  scarce  and  high,  and  ^1 /ro^i /it* 
iuljihate  advanced  by  45c.  per  oz.    Senna  getting  dearer. 


Commercial  Botes. 


JAPANESE  PURCHASES. 

Amone"  the  drugs  and  clic-nii'^ds  imported  into  Japan 
during  1897  were :— Alcohol,  100.974/.;  1893,  52,660/.:  bi- 
carbonate of  ^oA'A.  12,044Z. ;  1896,  13  026/  ;  carbolic  acid, 
4,239Z. ;  1896,  13,132/.  :  caustic  soda.  23  915/.  :  1896,  9  218/. ; 
chlorate  of  potash.  51.840/. :  1896,  46.928/. ;  amorphous 
phosphorus,  29,232/.;  1896.  19,129/.;  and  salicylic  acid, 
20,490/. 

BILBAO  TRADE. 

Reporting  on  the  trade  of  Lilbao,  II  JI.  Consul  says  that 
the  market  there  is  supplied  partly  from  France,  and  much 
more  by  Germany,  the  latter  country  .'ending  all  ihe  surgical 
instruments,  syringe.*;,  and  sundry  articles  supplied  by  drug- 
gists. Chemical  products  used  in  the  local  industries  are 
mostly  obtained  from  the  I'nited  Kingdom.  ]5elgium 
appears  to  compete  in  caustic  soda  and  carbonate  of  soda. 
France,  Germany,  and  recently  Belgium,  have  been  competing 
with  Great  Britain  in  the  supply  of  chloride  of  lime,  France 
sending  the  larger  proportion. 

GERMAN  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY. 

The  chemical  industry  of  the  (irand  Duchy  Baden  in 
1897  (says  H.M.  Consul)  suft'ercd  by  the  higher  cost  of  raw 
materials,  while  lower  prices  prevailed  for  most  products. 
The  coal-tar  factories  were  in  sharp  competition,  although 
they  continue  to  pay  large  dividends.  The  soda  market  was 
also  affected  by  the  sharper  competition  of  English  makers, 
and  by  the  opening  of  a  new  factory  in  Elsass.  At  present 
prices  the  Leblanc  soda-makers,  it  is  said,  cannot  exisr,.  An 
agitation  of  the  soap-manufacturers  for  a  reduction  or 
abolition  of  the  duty  caused,  therefore,  much  disquiet,  as 
such  a  measure,  it  is  maintained,  would  ruin  the  German 
soda  interest.  The  manufacture  of  sulphuric  acid  was  but 
slightly  remunerative,  and  heavy  chemicals  in  general  were 
hit  by  the  United  States  tariff. 


The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  advertise  in  our 
Supplement  this  week  for  a  pharmaceutical  chemistry 
examiner. 

VVb  notice  that  Messrs.  Howards  k.  Sons  have  appealed 
against  the  assessment  of  their  Marshgate  premi~es  at,  600/. 
gross  and  400/.  rateable,  and  of  the  City  Mills  at  4.460/. 
gross  and  2,970/.  rateable. 

Messrs.  Brooks  &  Co.,  Nottingham,  have  been  appointed 
British  agents  for  Sa-yo  mint  jujubes  and  Tom  Thumb  jujubes. 
These  are  quite  novel  and  are  packed  in  3^/.  boxes,  and  with 
a  box  of  four  dozen  sixteen  tasting-samples  are  included  a* 
well  as  a  supply  of  showcards  and  bills. 

TE.4.-TABLETS  FOE  THE  Amehic.\n  Army  are  receiving 
the  attention  of  chemical-manufacturers  in  that  country. 
One  large  firm  is  experimenting  for  the  Governmeut  with 
these  tablets. 

The  Supply  of  E.xpexsive  Dbuc;s.— Three  years  aeo 
the  Guardians  of  the  Neath  Union  decided  to  order  the 
supply  of  expensive  drugs  to  patients  cba-gcable  to  their 
union  through  the  local  chemists,  instead  of  leaving  the 
doctors  to  prescribe  and  di.'pense.  This  week  they  have 
passed  a  resolution  reverting  to  the  old  method,  lois  pro- 
posed to  rearrange  the  medical  di-tiict.s  and  increase  the 
salaries  of  the  medical  ofticer?,  to  that  they  may  be  able  t  > 
provide  all  expensive  drugs,  an  arrangement  which  Uoi 
Guardians  think  will  ensure  more  prompt  attention  to  thiir 
patients' and  a  greatc  economy  to  the  Board. 
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In  ivriting  letters  for  xiuhlication  correspondents  shonld  adoj)t 
a  concise,  hut  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to 
write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  onh/.  Letters, xcith 
Wotlce  to         ^uH]iQnt  d  nom-de-plunie,  must  be  authcnti- 
dents*''""*  cafetZ  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  writer. 

Queries  should  he  written  on  separate  pieces  of 
jjaper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to  which 
they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


A  Correction. 

SiE, — The  notice  appearing  on  page  929  of  your 
issue  of  June  4,  and  headed  "  Merck's,"  is  entirely  un- 
founded. Since  April  1,  1898,  when  Mr.  Carl  Merck  retired 
from  my  firm,  as  per  circular  duly  issued,  no  change  what- 
ever has  taken  place  in  my  business,  and  no  change  is  in- 
tended in  the  near  future.  Yours  respectfully, 

Darmstadt,  June  7.  E.  Merck. 

Ung.  Acid.  Carbolic. 

il/r.  John  C.  Z^niney  writes  to  acknowledge  the  correctness 
of  Mr.  John  C.  Hyslop's  correction  of  his  crediting  the  sug- 
gestion to  use  glycerin  in  this  ointment  to  Mr.  Lucas  instead 
of  to  Mr.  Hyslop.  An  index-reference  to  the  original  source 
is  at  the  bottom  of  the  slip. 

The  Birmingham  Ounc3. 

Sin, — I  have  read  with  interest  the  report  of  Dr.  Alfred 
Hill  re  "  Drug- Adulteration  "  in  Birmingham,  in  the  course 
of  which  I  was  surprised  to  read  :  "  Three  of  four  magnesia- 
mixtures  contained  from  462  to  485  gr.  of  sulphate  of 
magnesia  to  the  8-oz.  mixture  ordered,  but  one  contained 
only  441  instead  of  480.  This  was  probably  due  to  the  dis- 
penser erroneously  supplying  an  avoirdupois  ounce  of 
437  5  gr.  instead  of  an  apothecaries'  ounce  of  480  gr."  The 
vendor  in  this  instance  was  cautioned.  This  appears  to  me 
to  throw  doubt  on  the  correctness  of  all  the  doctor's  report, 
and  I  would  like  to  know  is  he  justified  in  requiring  the 
"apothecaries'  ounce"  to  be  used  iQ  the  preparation  of 
msdicine  1  As  far  as  I  know,  it  only  comes  in  when  ordered 
as  8  dr.  Yours,  &c. 

P.  (200/48.) 

[It  is  now  twenty-one  years  since  Professor  Redwood,  as 
Editor  of  the  British  Pharmacopceia,  pointed  out  that  the 
signs  employed  in  that  work — lb.,  oz.,  gr. — apply  to  avoir- 
dupois weights,  and  that  the  signs — B,  5,  5,  lb— mean  what 
they  have  always  meant — the  scruple,  drachm,  ounce,  and 
pound  of  the  apothecaries'  system.  This  opinion  is  generally 
acted  upon  in  regard  to  physicians'  prescriptions,  although 
it  is  not  sanctioned  by  the  British  Pharmacopceia  so  far  as 
the  ounce  and  pound  are  concerned,  vide  B.P.,  1898,  page  xi, 
where  medical  men  are  "  strongly  urged  to  avoid  the  use  of 
the  terms  'ounce'  and  'pound'  with  reference  to  any  other 
than  the  Imperial  standard  weight."  It  is  to  this,  ap- 
parently, that  our  correspondent  refers.  Professor  lied- 
wood's  opinion  was  written  in  consequence  of  the  doubt 
which  still  remained  after  the  above  quotation  from  the 
Pharmacoposia  of  1867  was  considered,  and  the  Pharma- 
coprjeia  authorities  have  not  seen  their  way  to  adopt  Professor 
Redwood's  supplementary  view,  hence  our  correspondent 
may  be  logically  right. — Ed.  C.  4'  -O.] 

Analytical  Standards  Wanted. 

SiE, — The  articles  appearing  in  your  issue  of  last  week 
having  reference  to  the  "P.B.  1898  tests  for  lead  in  citric 
and  tartaric  acid,"  by  Mr.  Warington,  and  the  "  Analysis 
of  citrate  of  lime,"  by  Messrs.  Soldaini  and  Berte,  lead  me 
to  write  you  a  few  lines  upon  what  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very 
important  subject — namely,  the  great  need  of  uniformity  in 
methods  for  testing  commercial  articles.  The  new  Pharma- 
copoeia contains  several  very  stringent  tests  for  different 
chemicals,  and  has  adopted  standards  of  purity  which  are  in 


some  cases  needless  for  commercial  articles,  and  manufac- 
turers are  thereby  considerably  hampered.  To  take  citric 
and  tartaric  acids  as  an  instance,  the  test  for  lead  is  not  only 
too  stringent,  but  is  incorrect,  as  Mr.  Warington  points 
out.  In  giving  certificates  of  analysis  for  samples  I  have 
been  compelled  in  several  instances  to  report  that  I  find 
"  no  lead  present,  but  the  sample  will  not  comply  with  the 
erroneous  requirements  of  the  1898  P.B."  The  Pharmacopoeia 
can  only  be  considered  as  a  standard  for  articles  intended 
to  be  used  in  medicine,  and  therefore  such  communications 
as  Messrs.  Soldaini  and  Berte's  are  of  great  value,  in  so  far  as 
they  help  towards  the  attainment  of  uniform  procedure  in 
analysis. 

Citrate  of  lime  is  a  sirbstance  which  often  gives  rise  to 
trouble  with  analysts,  acetate  of  lime  is  nearly  as  bad, 
but  I  think  cream  of  tartar  is  worst  of  the  three,  and  the 
trouble  here  is  always  caused  by  variations  in  the  method  of 
testing.  Spanish  and  French  makers  send  certificates  with 
their  shipments  based  upon  tests  of  (<?)  the  amount  of  acid 
tartrate  obtainable  on  crystallisation,  {h)  the  amount  as 
found  by  titration  with  soda,  and  ((•)  the  amount  as  found 
by  titration  of  the  ash  with  acid,  all  of  which  methods  will 
give  a  definite  result,  as  also  will  many  other  details. 

I  could  enumerate  numerous  products  for  which  definite 
standards  of  analysis  are  needed,  but  I  think  the  few  I  have 
mentioned  will  suffice  to  illustrate  the  need  for  some  steps 
being  taken  by  analysts  or  manufacturers  for  the  purpose. 
In  Germany  and  the  United  States  several  associations 
connected  with  various  industries  have  adopted  and  published 
standard  methods  of  analysis,  but  no  such  work  has  been 
done  in  Great  Britain  yet,  although  manufacturers  would 
welcome  such  work  no  less  than  analysts. 

C.  Edwaed  Sage. 

8  Fisher  Street,  Red  Lion  Square,  W.C.,  June  8. 

The  First  Doctor  to  use  Quinine. 

SiE, — With  your  permission  I  shall  supplement  your  inter- 
esting article  on  the  discovery  of  quinine  by  a  short  bio- 
graphical sketch  of  the  physician  who  introduced  the 
alkaloid  into  medical  practice,  which  I  copy  from  the 
Virginia  Medical  Monthly,  vol.  xxi. : — ■ 

F.  C.  Maillot,  Commander  of  the  Legion  of  Honour,  was 
born  at  Briey,  on  February  13,  1804.  The  scion  of  a  family 
of  physicians,  he  pursued  his  medical  studies  at  the  military 
training  hospital  atMetz,  entered  thearmy  as  assistant  medical 
aid  in  1823,  was  made  chief  of  staff  in  1847,  became 
medical  inspector  in  1852,  and  in  1864  became  President  of 
the  Sanitary  Board  of  the  Army,  which  last  position  he  held 
until  his  retirement  from  active  service  in  1868. 

Dr.  Maillot's  service  in  the  hospital  at  Ajaccio  and  of 
Algiers  in  1832,  and  of  those  in  I5onn  since  1834,  demon- 
strated to  him  the  uselessness  of  the  anti-phlogistic  method 
in  the  treatment  of  cases  of  pernicious  intermittent  fever. 
Dissatisfied  with  the  results  obtained  by  this  method,  he 
endeavoured  to  find  some  remedy  which  would  prove 
beneficial  in  the  treatment  of  these  cases.  In  his  search  for 
this  remedy  he  decided  to  employ  quinine,  which  Pelletier 
and  Caventou  had  discovered  in  1820.  He  was  well  aware  of 
the  discovery,  made  in  1638,  of  Peruvian  bark,  and  its  suc- 
cessful application  in  large  quantities  in  the  treatment  of 
tropical  fevers.  Indeed,  the  French  Government  had  in  1849 
tried  to  acclimatise  the  cinchona  in  Algiers,  that  a  supply  of 
the  hark  might  be  readily  obtainable  for  their  troops.  The 
success  following  his  use  of  the  alkaloid  met  with  entire 
approbation,  and  the  treatment  of  cases  of  intermittent  fever 
wjs  adopted.  These  successes  were  reported  in  several 
treatises,  the  principal  of  which  were  : — 

Eeclierches  surles  fievres  intermittentes  du  nord  de  TAfrique. 

Traite  des  fievres  ou  irritations  eerebro-spinales  intermittentes, 
J  d'apros  des  observationes  recueillies  en  France,  en  Corse  et  en 
^  Afrique. 

Lettre  sur  le  traitement  des  fievres  intermittentes  de  I'Algerie, 
aclressee  a  M.  le  docteur  Gouranclpere. 

In  appreciation  of  his  services  to  humanity  the  City 
Council  of  Algiers,  in  1881,  named  a  street  after  him,  while, 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Council-General  of  the  De- 
partment, a  village  in  the  territory  of  the  tribe  of  Mechdallah 
likewise  received  his  name. 

In  1888  a  tardy  pecuniary  recognition  in  the  shape  of  a 
pension  of  6,000f.  was  awarded  to  him. 
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He  died  in  Paris  on  July  29,  1894,  in  the  91st  year  of  his 
age,  after  a  life  of  conspicuous  service  rendered  to  the 
science  of  medicine  and  humanity.        Yours  truly, 

7  Cavendish  Row,  Dublin,  George  Toy. 

June  4. 

The  Autograph  Letter. 
The  prescription  for  "  Z3  "  and  "  Trr.  55  <p,"  by  Dr.  Arthur 
Roberts,  Kingswood  House,  Princes  Square,  Harrogate,  a 
photograph  of  which  we  published  in  our  issue  of  May  28, 
was,  we  judged  at  the  time,  a  homoeopathic  one.  It  was, 
however,  obviously  written  according  to  a  code  arranged 
between  the  doctor  and  a  certain  chemist.  We  have  reason 
to  believe,  however,  that  the  chemist  was  not,  as  was  sug- 
gested, Taylor's  Drug-store;  but  it  is  probable  that  Dr. 
Roberts  may  have  told  his  patient  to  go  to  some  one,  loca- 
lising him  by  reference  to  Taylor's  Drug-store.  Dr.  Roberts 
is  a  rather  new  convert  to  homccopathy,  and  these  cypher 
prescriptions  of  his  are  known  in  the  locality. 

We  take  the  following  from  the  Medical  Press  and 
Circular,  and  congratulate  Dr.  Roberts  on  his  champion: — 

The  Chemist  .wd  Diucgist  maliciously  reproduces  tlie 
pliotograpli  of  a  prescrij)tion  given  by  Dr.  Arthur  Roberts,  of 
Harrogate,  apparently  in  order  to  point  the  finger  of  scorn  at 
him  tor  having  employed  indications  intelligible  only  to  a  par- 
ticular chemist.  We  must  confess  that  we  see  no  ground  for 
adverse  criticism.  It  is  open  to  any  practitioner  to  make  his 
own  arrangement  with  a  cliemist,  unless  he  be  a  member  or 
fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  which  the  prescriber  in  this 
instance  is  not. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 

We  reply  to  subscribers  and  their  employes  only  upon  subjects 
of  interest  to  other  readers  generally.    When  more  than  one 
nucni  is  sent  icrite  each  on  a  separate  piece  of 

Wotice  to 


Querists. 


2uiper.     When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query 


full  particulars  regardi)ig  the  origin  and  use  of 
the  sample  must  he  given,  and  it  must  be  distinctly  labelled. 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post,  and  those  sent  anonymously 
are  disregarded. 


197/32  Wood  Green. — Concentrated  Weed-killers  are 
made  by  boiling  together  arsenic  and  caustic-soda  solution 
till  solution  is  effected,  and  then  evaporating  to  required 
balk. 

198/31.  Gum. — Trooper's  Ointment  is  ung.  hydrarg. 
mit. 

151/39.  Jeddah. — The  opium  used  for  smoking  is  an 
aqueous  extract  of  opium  prepared  by  the  following 
method  : — The  cakes  of  opium  are  soaked  in  water  for  some 
time  and  the  leaves  picked  off.  The  opium  is  placed  in  a 
pan  with  water,  which  is  gently  heated,  the  opium  being 
the  while  kneaded  with  a  pestle.  Repeated  infusions  are 
then  made  with  hot  water,  strained,  and  evaporated  to 
dryness. 

157/1.  J.  E.  G. — The  subject  of  preservation  of  eggs  has 
already  received  attention  in  our  columns. 

200/57.  Orris.  —  Dr.  Michie's  lotion  for  dandruff  in 
"Pharmaceutical  Formulas"  requires  shaking  before  using. 

201/16.  Lavender. — We  have  not  a  formula  for  the  per- 
fume you  require,  but  will  keep  the  matter  before  us  and 
reply  at  some  future  time, 

199/59.  Wood. — Wood-fibre  is  bleached  by  sulphurous- 
•acid  gas. 

200/72.  Sticltfast. — You  should  read  the  remarks  on 
sticky  fly-papers  contained  in  "  Phamaceutical  Formulas." 
•Our  note  (page  934)  is  not  expressed  as  we  intended.  Your 
sample  resembles  artificial  Venice  turpentine  in  appearance 
and  consistence,  and  is  probably  composed  of  linseed  oil  and 
that  turpentine  in  equal  proportions,  with  the  addition  of 
some  non-drying  oil  (castor  oil  is  best)  to  prevent  the  com- 
position drying  too  quickly  when  spread.  You  should  make 
.a  few  more  experiments. 


201/72.  J/6.K«?j!.— Houghton  &  Son  (89  High  Holborn, 
W.C.)  or  Barclay  &  Sons  (95  Farringdou  Street,  E.C.)  are 
good  places  to  get  photographic  mounts  from. 

202/13.    F.  G. — Maw's  supply  requisites  for  cutomologists. 

202/10.  11.  11 — The  marking-ink  you  mention  is  an 
aniline  one,  and  can  sometimes  be  removed  with  metliylated 
spirit  or  ether. 

202/23.  Coqyaiha. —lohn  Moss  &  Co ,  Wilson  Street- 
S.E.,  are  makers  of  gelatine  capsules  by  the  process  you 
mention. 

202  62.  J.  JI.~.\  hair-dressing,  like  brilliantine,  is  what 
your  customer  requires. 

6  6  .\gricuUiiral. — (1)  We  replied  to  your  query  in 
a  ^-  B.,  April  9,  page  600.  Please  refer.  (2)  The  powder 
for  abortion  in  cows  is,  we  are  told,  very  good. 

202/64.  Manicure. — (1)  We  know  of  no  books  on  mani- 
cure. (2)  The  starch-gloss  cannot  be  made  into  a  solution. 
The  cetaceum  is  intended  to  be  suspended  in  the  liquid. 

157/17  //.  If.  M. — Easton's  syrup  mixes  clear  with  water, 
and  remains  so  for  some  days.  Our  experience  is  with  the 
B.P.C.  product,  which  is  more  acid  than  the  process  now 
official  in  the  B.P.  It  is  the  B.P.C.  syrup  which  your 
customer  has  probably  had  used  in  the  prescription  before  it 
came  to  you. 

202  55.  Sigma. — If  you  patch  up  the  gold  labels  on  your 
shop-bottles  with  gold  paint  and  then  revaruish,  you  will 
improve  the  appearance  of  the  bottles  a  lot. 

202  53.  Alhiloid. — (1)  The  nit-ointment  is  best  made 
from  the  recipe  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  67  ;  or 
in  the  C.  S,-  B..  December  25,  1897,  page  1005,  there  is  a 
formula  yielding  a  similar  result.  I'ng.  hydrarg.  oleat.  is 
not  used  for  this  purpose.  (2)  One-solution  Hydroquinone 
Developer.— See  C.  B.,  .January  23,  1897,  page  140.  The 
quantity  there  given  sells  for  Is. 

In  consequence  of  pressure  on  our  space  tJiis  rtcclt.  ne  are 
compelled  to  Jwld  over  a  number  of  Utters  and  rej'lics  to 
queries. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  U'il!  he  obliged  for  replies  to  the  following  from  any 
who  can  furnish  the  information. 


198/31.    British  agents  for  Kellogg's  Asthma  Remedy. 

195/19.  Address  of  Gooch's,  makers  of  splint  material 
(narrow  wood  slips  fastened  on  one  side  to  a  cloth  material). 

6  6.  Maker  of  "  Watson's  Lawn-sand,"  believed  to  be 
made  in  Leeds. 

203  60.    Makers  of  window-fountains. 

203/38.  British  agent  for  Moritz  Blumenthall's  (Berlin) 
cheese-rennet. 

Conuiuj  Events. 

We  insert  notices  of  association  and  society  meetings  in  this 
section  free  if  they  arc  sent  to  vs,  on  postcards,  by  the 
Wednesday  of  the  iveek  before  the  meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Thursday,  June  16. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  AV.,  at  8  p.m.  "  Preparation 
of  a  Standard  Acid  Solution  by  Direct  Absorption  of  Hydrogen 
Chloride,"  by  Mr.  G.  T.  Moody.  "  Researches  on  the  Tcr- 
penes."  III.  "  Halogen  Derivatives  of  Fenolicne  and  tlieir 
Reactions."  IV.  "  On  the  Oxidation  of  Fenchone,"  by  MeBsrs. 
J.  A.  Gardner  and  G.  B.  Cockburn. 

Iloyal  Microscopical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  7.30  p.m. 
Exhibition  of  Sponges,  by  Mr.  B.  W.  Priest;  Report  on 
"  The  Foram  n'fera  of  the  Malay  Archipelago,"  by  Mr.  F.  W. 
Millett. 


